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ATARI ST g
GEMVIEW 3 " PN

GEMVIEW 3 — the uitimate graphics ufility! With our exclusive version, you con: _—r u [ u J_) ok U JJ

® Lood and view IMG, GEM, Degas, GIF, Spectrumi 512 and TIFF images - v

® Process pictures in various ways; rotate, brighten, flip...

® Dither colour images into shades of mono for printing J J J =
_rA |

® Save final images os TIFF, GIF or XING
BBV ERIETNIES

Mono or colour; 1Mb of RAM required.

EXTENSIBLE CONTROL PANEL

'I'he latest version of XCONTROL inc cluding 22 CPX modules!
erything from setting up your printer port through to
formaﬂ ng a floppy, checking free memory and an
creen calculator!

| N S IM 5 DA’s Picture Star SJ-144 Falcon 32MHz Accelerator :
® System Software Control Panel Modules And Lots Of Tutorials...




PG Fronsward House,
TheBroadway.
Totland, IOW,
PO39 0BX |

Disks: 1=£2.5[_I 2-5=£2 each

ACCOUNTS

U141 Biz Accounts (Demo)
U140 Accountability

U722 Invoice Master

134 Double Sentry Accounts

AMATEUR RADIO

C679 Morse Tutor

C13 Hambase (Mona)

Cl1 PK232 Fax (Mono 1Mb)
C10  Packet System

ART & GRAPHICS

AT03 Printing Press (English) (Mono 1Mb)
AT04 Printing Press Support
Af684 Ramworld 2

ABRD Clip It

AG92 Picswitch 1, Paintpot
AT736 Gemview

AT37 Pad (Mono 1Mb)
AT8 Electronic An

A77 Mini Draft

A73  PChrome

A72 Crack Art (1Mb)

ATl Art Tutor (1Mb)

AT0  Autoplay

AB6  View Gif

A64  KDoodler

A63  Colourburst I1

A61  Electronic Image

A59  Mandelbrot Adventure
A58 Fractal Chaos

A50  Image Manager

Ad4  Sprite Studio

Low Cost Cad (Demo)
Format Converters
Animate

Hypertext

St Cad

Doodle

Ani ST

Fractal Zoom

Al8 Printmaster Library
AR Degas Extras

Al  Palette Master

ASTROLOGY
U100 Astro 22
U95 Astro Selection

ASTRONOMY

U115 Stargate (Mono)

U65 Planets

U45 Planetarium

G137 Solar System Geography

BUDGIE UK

We stock the entire range of Budgie
UK disks - Please see our catalogue for
full details or order by title.

BBES
U48 Citadel
U43 Mini BBS, Starnet

CHEMISTRY

Ut4  Lewis 123 (Mono)

U62 Chemistry — various

U60 Welcome to chemistry (not ST)

CLIP ART

Lots of clip art in our A-Z guide
including:

CA705 Business

CAT706 Dogs

CA707 Famous People

COMMUNICATIONS

Cl  Uniterm

C8  Vanterm

C7  PC Intercom, Flying Start

COOKERY
US54  Assistant Chef

DATABASES
U120 Fastbase (S/W)
U102 Datastore
U89 Zapcard

U72 TCos

UT0 Address Book
U39 WG Data
U36 Card ST

Ul2 DB Master

U9  First Base

DESK ACCESSORIES
U114 Deskpac Plus
U97 Mouse Tricks
US59  Selection of DA's

TEL: 0983 756056 &S

FAX: 0983 755800

6-9=£1.80 each 10-19=£1.60 each 20+=£1.40 each

MT SOFTWARE

PUBLIC DOMAIN, LICENCEWARE,
SHAREWARE FOR ATARI ST/STE

5 Disks = £10

THE A-Z OF PD. LICENCEWARE + SHAREWARE

Our printed A-Z Guide details all the disks listed below plus many, many more.
The guide is supplied FREE WITH ALL ORDERS. If not ordering then please

send 3 x Ist class stamps.

U57 DC Shifier & Accs
U24 Mouse

DISK & VIRLS

U114 Sagrotan Virus

U104 Compacters

U99  Mug Utilities

U93 Hard Disk Utilities

U31  Quick Disk Utilities

U29 Superboot 8

U27 Undelete & others

Ul6  Fastcopy 3 & Hypocopy 2

EDUCATION

G735 School not School

G701 Sticky Picture, Weather

G731 Scrabble (1Mb)

G733 Painting Book, Colouring Book
G734 Maths Circus, Eat Words
G709 Chunnel

G710 Sounds Exciting

G674 From Pics to Parliament

G673 Franglais 1-6

G666 Master Time

G665 Magic Story Book

GHod 2nd World War

G392 USSR 1900's

G391 USA 1900's (2 disks)

G243 Computer School

G187 Noah

G199 GCSE Maths

G142 Do2 Dot, Kideolour, Kidshape
G139 Mix 'n’ Match

G138 Body Shop

G135 Geography Tutor

G134 The Search

G133 Zoo Maker

G132 Butterfly in the Park, Me First
G98 Shipwreck

G94  Colouring Book

G79 Racing, Monkeys & Balloons,
Spectral Souey

G41 Kidmusic, Kidpiano, Kidgraph.
Kidgrid 2

G36 History File (3 disks)

G23 Kidpublisher, Kidsong, Numeric
Go Round, Braile

G22  Kidpotato, Kidsabe, Kidsketch,
Kidstory

Gl6 Maﬂ'ﬂ Made Easy

ELECTRONICS
U92 Electronics
AT8 Electronic Art

FILMS
U75 Film File

FONT DISKS

Our A-Z Guide features huge selection
of fonts for:

Calamus

Easy Text Plus/Pro

Signum

Pagestream

Publishing Partner

Write On & That's Write

FOOTBALL

U105 Plan Reader Suite
U109 Poolwise

U888 Football Data

GAMES - ADVENTURE

G738 The Obscure Naturalist

G739 Shadow of the Gallows

G744 Hammer to Fall

G745 Underworld 1 +2

G650 Treasure of the New King
G662 Pegasus (1Mb)

G661 Slayer (1Mb)

G660 Black Dawn

G651 Wish You Were Here, Wizards
Dungeon

G261 Eaglestar

G250 Grandad 1

G235 Everyday

G206 Don't Bank On It

G158 Pyramid of Muna

G159 Battle of Philip Against Forces of
Creation

G160 Underground Adventure
G162 Tamoret

G161 Sir Ramic Hobbs & The High
Level Gonlla

G165 Quest for the Holy Grail
G166 Dragon Slayer

G167 Son of Stageyright
G168 House of the O's

G169 Fast Lane

G170 Crusade Adventure
G171 Adventures of Alice
G172 Paranoia

G173 Squynchia

G174 Elfs Adventure

G175 Star Pontal

G176 Pork

G177 Easter Egg Hunt

G179 Ghost Town

G180 A Fable

G197 Operation Blue Sunrise
G208 The Mystic Well
G140 Dungeon Quest

G96 Dudleys Dilemma
GB7  Tark

G84  Elvern Crystals

G78 Time Adventure

G75 Nethack (1Mb)

G53  Assassin

G52  Invasion

G38 Wizards Tower

G37 Under Berkwood

GI5 Once a King

G6  Darkness in Forever

GAMES - COLOUR

G730 GNU Graphical Chess
G711/712 Grandad in Search of
Sandwiches

G728 Building Trouble, Sub Hunt
G732 Spin the Wheel

G741 Grav 2

G742 Card Games

G743 Maichplay Darts

G747 Hypnotic Lands

G685 Software Projects

G687 Midi Zap

G688 Rebound

G690 Kubes

G749 Chaos

G713 Neuromorph

G714 Psycho Pig 2 (2 disks)
G715 Galactic Fruithowl

G716 Fatemaster

G717 Nostram

G657 Course Fisherman (1Mb)
G659 Money Mania

G658 Tower Power

G656 Recoil

G655 Megapede, Mrs Munchie (1Mb)
G268 Hardcore

G267 Fast Freddy

G266 Board Games

(G265 Siam Railway Sims

G263 Hacman 2 (1Mb)

G258 Plax Attack, Byte Man, Air to Air
Combat

G257 Fruit Pursuit

G256 Jiggers

G255 All Square

G254 Wildcat

G253 Gone to the Dogs

G240 Fly Robin Fly

G239 Star Corp (IMb)

G238 Haunted House

G237 Ruthless

G234 KO2 Team Editor, Hyper Fighter
G233 Compendium

G232 Revenge of Mutant Camel
G213 Mystics

G212 Number Guesser

G210 Chess, Blaster, Poker
G202 Zedonoid

G201 Pop Music Challenge
G196 Llamatron

G195 Casewars

G151 Daniels Dungeon

G147 Jitterbug

G146 Bonk the Gonk

G144 Fly Over

G141 Boxing Champ

G123 Tracker

G122 Overlander

G117 Key to Atlantis
G127 Baule Command
G126 Wheel of Fortune
G124 The Name Game
G119 Colour Chess
G111 Masterbreak, Chess Escape,
Battleships

G105 Jokes

G104 Bermuda Race 2
G103 Top of the Pops
G102 Stumped

G101 League Soccer
G82 Yahtzy

Gol  Stocks & Bonds
G44  Flight Simulator
G43  Treasure Search
G19 ST Vegas

G2 Swip Breakout

GENEALOGY
U109 Tree

U83 Newgen

U68  Genealogy

HORSE RACING
U116 Formfinder

KNITTING
U442 Knitting Patterns/Puncher (not
STE)

MUSIC - KAWAI

M42 Kawai K1 Editor
M71 Kawai K4 Editor
M718 Kawai K1 Sounds

MUSIC - KORG
M72 MI/MIR Voice Ed (1Mb)

MUSIC - QUARTET
M54 Music + Samples
M43  Music (9 pieces)
M33 Music Files
M34 50 Samples
M28 Samples + Songs

MUSIC - ROLAND

M49 Roland D10/20 Ed (Mono)
M17 Roland D50 Ed

M691 Roland D5 Patches

M8 Roland MT32 Ed

M718 Roland MT32 Sounds
M38& Roland Juno 1/2 Ed

MUSIC - SAMPLING
M68 Sound Merlin
M24 Programming
M20 Sample Player

MUSIC - SCORE WRITING
M67 Final Score (Mono 1Mb)
M59 ST Score (Mono 1Mb)
M693 Schoenberg Composer

MUSIC - SEQUENCERS
M7  Accompany ST

M1  Midi Sequencer
M358 16 Track Sequencer

MUSIC - TRACKERS
M53 TBS Tracker
M30 Noise Tracker
M56 Equinox Tracker

MUSIC - YAMAHA

M72 QY10 Manager (Mono)
M73 SY22 Voice Ed (Mono 1Mb)
M50 DX/TX Voices

M39 Yamaha 40p Editor

MI13 PSS 680/780/790

MI10 FBO1 Voice Ed

M9 TX812 Ed

MUSIC - OTHER

M65 Music Tutor

M55  Electric Chord Dictionary
M31 The Midi Guide

M52 Midi Music Maker

M40 Midi Xmas Songs

MI4 Midi Channel Score (Mono)

10 Disks = £16

20 Disks = £28

FROGRAMMING - ADVENTURE
WRITING

P52 TADS

PS  Adventure Writing System

P50 C Adventure Toolkit

P70 STOS Adventure Creator

P663 AGT

G95 AGT Companion

PROGRAMMING - ASSEMBLER
P54 Turbo Assembler (IMb)
P15 68000 Assembler

PROGRAMMING C
P682 Heat N Serve C
P19 Sozoban C (2 Disks)
FSI C Information
P50 C Adventure Toolkit
P49 C Database Toolkit
P23 C Tutorial
P20 C Compiler
P17 C Programs
P&  Graded C Programs (2 Disks)

PROGRAMMING - GEM

P56 Professional Gem

P55  Gem Classics

P40 Gemdos Users Guide

P43 Hitch-hikers Guide to Bios
P14 Gem Information

PROGRAMMING - GFA
P652 V3 Graphics Source Code
P653 V3 Music Source Code
P73 Auwozest (Mono)

P63 GFA Expert

P38 GFA Tutorial

P58 GFA User Source Code
P39 GFA V2 Programs

PROGRAMMING - 5TOS
P720 STOS Extensions
P727 Guide to Writing STOS
Extensions

P675 STE Source Code

P75 Rasters + Borders Code
P70 Adventure Creator

P34 Command Reference
P22 STE Upgrader

P61  Stos Sound FX

P53  Stos Speaktext

P47  Stos Sound Tracker
P46  Shoot-"em-up kit

P45  Stos Programs

SATELLITES
U85 Weather Satellites
US53  Orbit, Gravism

SPEECH SYNTHESIS
U9%4 Digispeech
U74 Smooth Talker

SPREADSHEETS
U126 Sheet v3.2

U110 Gemealc

U78 Sheet 2

U42 Opus 2000 (1Mb)
U30 ST Sheet

STE ONLY

A654 E Painter

G264 Labotomy Invaders (1Mb)
G260 Blat

STEl DMA Sample Player
G681 Operation Garfield

M719 STE CD Player

TYPING TUTORS
U41 2 Typing Tutors

WORD PROCESSING

WP26 DbWriter (Monao)

WP1 ST Writer v4.8 + Spellcheck,
Mailmerge, Word Count

WP10 First Word + Spelicheck +
Mailmerge, Word Count

WP26 DbWriter (Mono)

WP11 Fastword

WP3 Disk Mag Maker

WP6 Printer Drivers

WP24 HP Drivers

OTHER DISKS

LU700-1001 Practical Money Making
Suggestions

U708 Calendars + Organisers

U702 Food + Wine

U721 Ponds + Water Gardens

U746 Creative Video Titles

U748 Chat XXX — Shares Trading




MT SOFTWARE

LOTS OF EXCITING PRODUCTS
FOR YOUR ATARI ST/STE

Europe: add 10%. World: add 25%

SOFTWARE PACKS

Each pack consists of 6 double
sided disks

1 Pack = £9.95
2 Packs = £8.95 each
3+ Packs = £7.95 each

ADVENTURE GAMES
14 complete adventure games
covering a wide range of ~ub|ul~‘

ACTION GAMES
Shoot-em-up and action games -
non-stop, mega, alien zapping fun

BUSINESS
For home or office - WP's, databases,
spreadsheets, organisers, address books elc,

EDUCATION 1
Educational fun for 3-7 year olds -
spelling, music, colouring, etc.

maths,

EDUCATION 2
More educational fun for 3-7 year
olds — lots of games here.

(.L]P ART

Hundreds of images for use with
your favourite desktop |)Llhl1\|kr‘

CALAMUS FONTS 1
Over 100 new fonts for use with
Calamus DTP

CALAMUS FONTS 2
Another 120 new fonts for use with
Calamus DTP (all tested)

ART - Requires 1Mb
Art programs, tutors, fractals, 3D,
animation, virtual worlds, etc

MUSIC + MIDI
Sequences, music files, music wiors, sample
players, midi info chan guides and more

STE - Requires 1Mb
STE Games, STE Art, STE Music,
STE Demos, etc.

C Programming
Sozobon C, C Tutor + programs, graded

programs and information - Teach Yourself C

GFA Programming
General tutorials, graphics and music,
lots of source code — great pack

STOS Programming

What a pack — advanced graphics, music,

speech, STE programming, lots of source code.

TEL: 0983 756056
o= B FAX: 0983 755800

Greensward House,
The Broadway,
Totland, IOW,
P0O39 03X

MT SOFTWARE LEADING THE WAY IN THE UK

N

The Beginners Guide to STOS Basic introduces the reader in
a step-by-step fashion 1o what is one of the most powerful
and versatile programming languages available for the Atari
ST range of computers - STOS BASIC.

The course takes the newcomer from basic principles through
10 the development of complete programs. A practical
approach is adopted throughout with the emphasis being on
using the computer rather than wading through reams of
theory. Programming should be fun, and with this in mind,
the course iries 10 cover as many interests as possible. It does
not matter whether you are retired or still at school there is
something for everybody. You will learn how to produce
shoot-em-up games, art programs, junior educational
programs, GCSE mathematics programs, databases, word
processors, musical programs and much, much more.

PLEASE NOTE:
You need the main
STOS Interpreter to be
able 1o use this course

THE BEGINNERS GUIDE TO STOS BASIC

618 Page, ring bound course manual + 2 double sided disks

GAMES: Leamn how
to full blown sh
detection, animation

o produce simple word games througt
1-ups including sprites, collision

GRAPHICS: Leamn how o produce simple shapes/graphs
through to full screen ammation and special effects.

EDUCATION: Learn how to produce junior educational
programs through to GCSE level
fact the course includes a complete chapter for studens
studying GCSE mathematics and covers such topics as
trigonomelry, Pythagoras' theorum, calculations of areas and

nathematics programs. In

volumes, ete.

BUSINESS: Learn how to produce a simple word processor
and databases that can be adapted for any application.

OUR PRICE

£29.95. ..

(Total price: £32.95)

EASY TEXT PROFESSIONAL

I Requires 1Mb memory

A fully featured desktop publishing system — user
defined page size, import and re-size various clip
art formats, import WP documents, incorporate
vector objects, headers, footers. columns, auto
page numbering, ete. Complete with 135 page user

manual and telephone support.
RRP: £39.95

. OUR PRICE £29.95

\“urd “mnlnj_ I)"l P Systems
from MT Software

l—rm.—r—m—-u T

EASY TEXT PLU'

* ST Format — Gold Award x
# ST User - Blue Chip Award

" Mr. Smart's BIG TIME

The largest suite of educational programs ever released for
Atari ST/STE

Twenty five, yes 25!, educational games for 5-11 year olds.
Complete with video tape detailing the various games and how to use them

TWENTY FIVE SEPARATE GAMES

* SPOKEN CLOCK

* GRID WORK 2

* TILL PLUS

* PICTURE POP-UPS
* SEA COLOUR

* UP THE POLE

* NUMBER FRIENDS

* 12 HOLUR CLOCK
* GRID SUMS 1

* TILL MINUS

* WORD MEMORY
* SHAPE MATCH
* COUNTRY WIDE

* 24 HOUR CLOCK
* GRID SUMS 2

* PICTURE SPELL

* PICTURE MEMORY
* STREET WISE

#* CITY SLICKER

* GRID WORK |
* LOST LETTERS

+ WORD POP-U'PS

* SEA SHAPE

* RODY BUILDER

* SHADOW MASTER

EDUCATION IS FUN — SO LEARN WHILE YOU'RE YOUNG...

£24 -95 (inc p&p)

SOFTWARE/VIDEO PACK

ESSENTIAL BUY - ST REVIEW

"It certainly holds their attention""

"My advice is simple. Buy it!"

EASY TEXT VECTOR

Requires 2Mb Mem/Hard Disk/Speedo GDOS

A brand new version of Easy Text Professional
that works with Speedo GDOS (Bitstream Vector
Font System), Text can be rotated to any angle and
can be any point size up to 999 point (72 point=1
inch). Five different view sizes. Specification same
as Easy Text Professional.

RRP: £39.95

OUR PRICE £34.95

"nmmmw :

MACHINE CODE

[ e )

T
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A 400-page book plus disk that provide a complete
introduction to machine code programming on the
STISTE.
| LEARN ASSEMBLER THE EASY WAY -
STEP-BY-STEP
The disk contains a text editor, assembler, debugger,
resource construction kit and all the examples
| featured in the book.

HRP £19.99 OUR PRICE: £18.99

WITH FREE CODE DISK

/

'INTRODUCING ST \ [

IMPRINT E

For guality colour and mono printouts

Cut out the screen area you want printed and
vary the printout size or print the full screen.
Portrait or landscape possible.

Mono — Only £9.95 (RRP: £10.95)

\_ Colour — Only £13.95 (RRP: £15.95)

*

AN Onl\' £24 95

/10 Blank Disks £4.95
25 Blank Disks £11.95
50 Blank Disks £21.95

includes P&P and labels
| ST/STE Falcon Dust Cover........
' Deluxe Mouse Mat ..o

100 Standard Disk Labels ... t\ 00
| 100 Tractor Disk Labels....
\EIHI Address Labels..

FAMILY ROOTS
Family Roots is the program for anybody
interested in Genealogy

Family Roots uses a unique combination of
screen graphics and integraied database with
full printer support.

A

o2

SOFTWARE AUTHORS

Our catalogue will be mailed to soms

26,000 Atari customers during 1995 ans

your products could be included in it W&

are looking for PD, Shareware n—‘

products for commercial publicaton. Fie

send submissions for the attention of Tm
| = Worldwide Distribution
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COVER FEATURE

TWIN TITANS

The worth of a computer is all too
often rated by the quality of its
Graphics and DTP programs. In the
case of the ST, this has just improved
dramatically with the release of
Calomus S v2 and DA’s Picture.

After many years of development,
Calamus has finally come of age;
modular in design, integrated word
processor and other useful tools,
colour separations — the features list is
highly impressive and you can see the
result of a true Calamus SL layout
within this issue, on page 19! Our
feature starts on page 16...

DA’s Picture offers powerful
bitmap and vector graphics options,
making it a truly worthwhile image
creation and retouching tool. How
good? Find out by reading our full
review starting on page 22...

ST SOURCE

... the source of all information! This is where you'll find our short reviews,
the best tutorials, your opinions and our answers to your questions...

68 SHORT CUTS

A brand new trackball and DevpacDSP go under
the microscope this month...

70 BEAT THE SYSTEM

Working in tandem with our cover disk, Andrew
Wright guides you around XControl.

72 FINE ART

Is HiSoft's TruePaint the new standard for paint
packages on the ST? Keith Berry has an art
attack...

74 TOP NOTCH

RAMdisks really can make life easier as Ofir Gal
shows in detail this month.

76 CALLIGRAPHER TUTORIAL

Need a little extra advice in using issue 24's cover
disk program, Calligrapher? No problem - just
leave it to Mike Robinson...

78 CALLIGRAPHER OFFERS

The full package, manual, dictionaries, fonts
— whatever you want, you got it, but only for
another issue or two!

80 BASIC PROGRAMMING

Ofir Gal continues to build his GEM toolkit as he
works with constructing dialogue boxes in HiSoft
BASIC...

82 C PROGRAMMING

ST Review'’s Prospero C tutorial this month finds
Jon Ellis working with K-Resource and dialogue
boxes.

85 COMMS COACHING

Graeme Rutt dials into Blackwater BBS, a rather
unique bulletin board.

86 ASK THE EXPERTS

You ask the questions — ST Review's panel of
experts provide the answers.

88 LETTERS

Speak out and see your opinions in print on our
Letters pages.

90 BACK ISSUES

Missed any of our issues? Order them from here...

Using TruePaint - page 72

ﬂnsert Miscs ldee

Change Tags Setup...
No Tag Style

Headlines

Calligrapher tutorial - page 76



FEATURES

6 ST REVIEW NEWSDESK

All the latest news, including a 16-track direct-to-disk
recorder for the Falcon and a CeBit report.

10 UPDATE

Information on the latest changes to your programs.
L

12 COVER DISK

Nial Grimes introduces you to GEMView, the best image
manipulator and converter in the business!

15 NEXT MONTH

A splendid commercial program and everything you ever
wanted to know about multi-tasking...

28 WHAT NEXT?

Vic Lennard interviews Bob Gleadow, General Manager of
Atari Europe, and finds out what's really happening in the
Atari world...

31 CONTROLLING INTEREST

With XControl and 22 CPX modules on our cover disk,
Mike Robinson gives you a guided tour through the cream
of the crop.

34 GRABS GALORE

Rombo’s Vidi ST (12) gets the once over from Maurice
Collins...

INFORMAL

Be informed!

EDITORIAL: Changes, changes
TOP MARK: CeBit report
AMERICAN PIE: New products
WRIGHT ISSUES: Shareware troubles
TECH TALK: Internet

IN PUBLIC: Cover disks

EXCLUSIVE!

CLASSIC ATARI GAMES OFFER

- SEE PAGE 50

SCREEN SCENE

On your marks, get set... play!

CANNON FODDER
ANOTHER WORLD
LETHAL WEAPON

JEWEL BUGGY

PEGASUS

COUNTER ATAK
MUNCHKIN

WORLD CUP

QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE

36 FASTER FALCON

Get your big bird into the clouds with System Solutions’
32MHz accelerator board, including a detailed, photo-
graphic step-by-step...

40 IN PRINT

Andrew Wright and David Nilson review a thermal colour
printer and a budget 300dpi laser.

42 PORTABLE PARADISE
Nial Grimes gets a feel for three budget portable word
processors...

Calamus S v2 - page 16.

44 IN THE SYSTEM CALAMUS
What‘§ happening with Atari system software? Leave it to

us to find out! OFFER EXCLUSIVE!
46 MIDI MONTHLY

Four interesting budget disks from Kevin Pawsey including SEE PAGE 17

one that thinks it’s a Latin guitarist...

54 READERS' OFFERS

Upgrade your memory through ST Review and get all the
goodies you need - at the right prices!

57 SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscribe to your favourite 5T magazine - just £8.99 for a
quarter!

60 PD ZONE

Nial Grimes looks at the latest in the public domain for
education, DTP, utilities and the Falcon.

DA’s Picture - page 22.

200000000 OO OOSOOPOOIOOINONOPOOOOOSOBPDONONOOONOEOSOEOOTOIOONOOOTOTPOSOS

Games offer — including 9Lives
and Defender II! See page 50.

Can you survive the onslaught?
See Cannon Fodder on page 48.

ON THIS MONTH’S

COVERDISK
GEMVIEW 3

L

L]
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L
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&

@ - oOne of the best image conversion and manipulation programs
ever available for the ST! ST Review's cover disk version won’t time-
° out after 30 days (the PD version does) and, of course, is
®  coupled with two pages of superb tutorial

@  starting on page 12!
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XCONTROL

... Atari’'s control panel software.
We've included 22 CPX modules
including all the latest ones from
Atari along with our Top Ten.

Turn to page 31 for installation
and details, and to page 70 for a
Beat The System tutorial...

T
i
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CHANGES FOR THE BETTER

If you have a brief thumb
through this issue, you're
bound to notice various
changes. It may be the
enhanced use of colour in
our step-by-step boxouts,
the interesting background
textures on the Features
pages, our new score boxes
or the increased use of
photography. In a nutshell,
ST Review has become a
little more visually exciting while remaining true to
its policy of providing you with interesting features,
accurate reviews and informed opinion.

The changes to the scoreboxes are important as they
signal the end of the “five star” scoring system that has
been used since the first issue. Many of the writers voiced
the opinion that scoring out of five was becoming more
awkward, so scores are now graded out of ten instead.
This means that scores for products prior to this issue
cannot be compared with those from this issue onwards.

This issue has unfortunately seen a decrease in the
number of pages to 92, although only one page of actual
editorial has been lost. The reason behind this is simple;
various advertisers have either pulled out of the ST mar-
ket or cut back on their advertising. Please don’t be too
concerned about this; ST Review has been the only ST
magazine to allow its number of pages to ride up with
increased advertising and now has to be prepared to
reduce pagination accordingly. That's reality.

The creation of page nineteen in this issue is quite a
feat, having been laid out with Calamus SL on a Falcon
and output to film via a TT - Atari through and through.
It also happens to be a preview of Alien vs Predator on
the Jaguar...

In my last editorial, | asked you to send in Hints ‘n’ Tips
for a new section and offered to pay £10 per published
item. That’s money for old rope — so what are you wait-
ing for? Get writing!

Over 1,000 of you returned the ST Review survey — and
I now have the unenviable task of making sense of the
results! With a bit of luck, | should be able to include a
few graphs either next issue or the one after...

Read and enjoy!

Vic Lennard
Editor

IN THE SYSTEM

System Solutions (081-693 3355) expects to be shipping Mag!X, the much
talked about multi-tasking operating system from Germany, as we go to
press. Rather than slow down your machine as you might expect of a multi-
tasking environment, Mag!/X is actually supposed to speed it up! Available
from System Solutions for £69.95, the next issue of ST Review will carry a full
review.

HD Driver (£19.95), the German-imported hard disk driver software, has
recently been updated to support drives with a capacity of up to 2 giga-
bytes (2,000 megabytes) and partition sizes up to 1 gigabyte. It also allows
for up to two internal IDE drives to be connected to the Falcon.

System Solutions currently has a number of CD-ROM related projects
under development. Its first batch of CD-ROM drives has sold out and
further supplies are expected soon. Currently stocking the Atari GEMini
CD-ROM (£29.95), as reviewed last issue, along with two others from
Germany, it intends to extend the range to other Atari-specific titles as well
as covering subject areas such as MIDI| song files, clip art and graphics.
System Solutions is also considering the posslml ty of putting together its
own range...

RagiH Times
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New kid - full
review of Mug'X
next month..

(" QUALIFIED TO WRITE GAMES )

Middlesex University will be the first educational establishment to offer
degree courses in computer games design. Domark’s Russell Ferrier,
who pioneered the idea, said: “The games industry was in danger of
becoming stale and tired and the only solution is to seek out new blood
and bring it in. Setting up a degree course will provide this new indus-
try with educated, design-trained graduates who will be able to bring
fresh creative thinking to the whole area of consumer software”.

The degree will be in the Design and Production of Interactive
Games and both MA and BA courses will be offered. The MA will be a
one-year course; first intake is set for September 1994. The BA is a
three-year course and commences the following year.

Both courses will have close ties with software publishers,
several of whom will provide much of the software and hardware
required. A number of companies will also be offering job experience
with the possibility of an offer of employment on completion of the
course. Every student will be sponsored by a software developer, cover-
ing both course fees and living expenses subject to a contract between
the student and the company concerned. For further details, contact
Julian Sanderson (Programme Leader for the MA course) or Huw D.
Jones (Programme Leader for the BA course) at the Faculty of Art,

\Design and Performing Arts at Middlesex University. &)

ANOTHER BRAINSTORM

Hot on the heels of the public release of [
Brainstorm’s JPEG decoder and viewer for the
Falcon comes Movie 100, a player program for run-
ning FLI and FLC (from AutoDesk Animator and
Animator Pro on the PC) animations on any ST, TT
or Falcon. The 256-colour animations are displayed
in windows and colour reduced to the appropriate
resolution as required with a number of sample [ <7
animations included. Available from all good PD | Neely Pl

libraries and bulletin boards. @ T ity

favie Infernation

Nane: OUSE.FLT (248%b),
Speed: 25 Frames/Sec.

Taking the mickey - but you | ﬁ e e i |
should see this little guy dance! | = =Y




SWEET SIXTEEN

Steinberg breaks the sound barrier...

Through the use of ingenious coding, Steinberg has managed to
squeeze an extra eight tracks out of its Cubase Audio Falcon program
so creating the first sixteen track direct-to-disk recording package,
for the Atari computer - and without any additional hardware.

Cubase Audio Falcon 16 has all of the standard Cubase features,
along with two digital audio modes. The first of these offers the
usual eight tracks of digital audio along with reverb, chorus, flanger
and the brand new, ten-band graphic equaliser. However, the
second mode gives you 16 digital audio tracks but without the
effects as this mode requires maximum processing power.

Atari believes that such an arrangement is impossible, but Karl
Steinberg has employed very fast DSP code and a compression
technique for writing data to hard disk to reduce the data flow.
Files are then unpacked on the fly just before being passed to the
digital to analogue convertors. The result is the same sampling rate
- which now ranges between 16.49kHz and 48kHz including the
industry-standard 44.1kHz for CD - but a slight loss in resolution
resulting in an audio quality similar to that of Philips’ Digital
Compact Cassette (DCC) or Sony Minidisc.

In addition, Steinberg has also announced a multiple-port output
box with an expected UK price of around £500. The FA-8 gives you
eight independent outputs making it possible to route each audio
track in eight-track mode to its own individual output. Also included
are various new Mixer Maps, providing four stereo channels with a
pan control for access of the FA-8's outputs along with two auxiliary

[ THE BOSS w

Black Scorpion Software are currently develop-
ing a number of games designed to take
advantage of the extra features built into the
STE’s hardware - the blitter chip, overscan
capability, 50kHz stereo sound and hardware
scrolling which allows for screen updates at
a rate of up to 50 frames per second. This
should help provide a major boost to STE owners
who have, until now, had to settle for
games written for the STFM.

Three games are in development at the
moment and are due for release around
September. Metal Morphosis is an STE-specific
maze-type game while Trauma is a platform
game that will run on any ST, STE or Falcon but takes full
advantage of the STE's hardware and gives extra colours
on-screen if run on a Falcon. The final release is Supreme
Soccer which is an STE-specific Kick Off 2 clone.

Sting in the tail - STE-specific
games from BSS.

NO OFFICIAL LAUNCH

Atari has decided that there will not be an “official” UK launch of the Jaguar.
Instead, the current dripfeed of supply will be stepped up, leading to wider
availability from june onwards.

The Jaguar was heavily featured at the European Computer Trade Show
(ECTS) which took place earlier this month (more next issue). The Atari Press
Office commented that they were “pleased with software development” on
the Jaguar and that around ten titles are expected to be available by the
middle of the year.

Tempest 2000 has just been released in the States and has been receiving
rave reviews in the computer press. The UK release is set to coincide with the

> File Edit Structure Funclions Options Audio moduies Windows

Record this
- Cubase
Audio
Falcon 16
now offers
sixteen
tracks of
digital
audio...

outs. These can be routed to either the Falcon’s audio outs or the
FA-8's outputs seven and eight, depending on the mode being used.

When used in conjunction with the Falcon Digital Interface
(FDI), reviewed recently in 5T Review, the sum total is a 16-track
direct-to-disk recorder with digital inputs and outputs, coupled
with a sixteen into eight mixing desk at a price that no
comparable system can even remotely approach. Now that's what
we call music!

WHAT A DISCOVERY!

Silica Systems (081-309
1111) has just announced
that its competitively-priced
520STFM Discovery Pack
(£149) is to be supplied
with one megabyte of mem-
ory fitted at no extra
charge. The basic pack from
Atari consists of a 520STFM
upgraded to 1Mb, STOS
BASIC, NEOChrome, First
BASIC, ST Tour, Bomb Jack,
Carrier Command, Outrun,
Space Harrier and a boo
entitled Discover The Atari
ST. Silica Systems are also including the Tenstar Games Pack (consisting
of Asterix, Chess Player 2150, Drivin’' Force, Live And Let Die, Onslaught,
Pipe Mania, Rick Dangerous, Rock ‘N’ Roll, Skweek and Trivial Pursuit) and
the Productivity Pack (7st Word, Spell It and ST BASIC) free of charge to
all customers purchasing the STFM Discovery Pack. Deep joy — you get
to decide which of three BASIC packages gets used...

Marks out of ten - Silica includes
K its Tenstar games bundle with
the Atari Discovery Pack.

increased availability of the Jaguar around June. Meanwhile, the list of devel-
opers, publishers and licensees who have signed up to work on the Jaguar has
risen to 86 — 48 since the start of the year.

Among the latest batch are ReadySoft (publishers of Dragon’s Lair and
Space Ace), Bullfrog (the Populous and Powermonger team), Argonaut
Software, Domark, GameTek, |aleco (better known for their arcade games),
Elite and Imagineer (publisher of Wolfstein 3D on the SNES).

Sam Tramiel, president of Atari said: “We are pleased the industry’s
most innovative, successful software companies continue to join the
Jaguar team. Jaguar is the world’s most powerful multimedia video game
system.

Consequently, this platform offers leading developers and publishers
unprecedented creative and commercial opportunities.”



SHOW TIME!

By the time CeBit ‘94 clos
March 23, over 650,000 pe
visited the biggest comp
tion in the world. For 5
Hanover had been dominated by
exhibitors and visitors from every
corner of the globe.

No Atari this year which is hardly
surprising — CeBit is not the place to
show off the jaguar! And while
Commodore used Atari’s space it can
hardly gloat, apparently being close
to bankruptcy in the States. But this
doesn’t mean that the Atari world
had little to show. The Atari scene is
very much alive in Germany, includ-
ing a stunning joint stand from
Compo Germany and Overscan.
Compo showed Studio Photo DSP, an
ultra-fast version of Studio Photo,
while both companies demonstrated
68040-based products — Overscan
with the Afterburner and Compo, the
Medusa. The latter was certainly one
of the show's highlights. This high-
end TT-clone from Switzerland rivals
the Digital RISC Workstation when
running Calamus and, with a basic
price tag of DM8000 (about £3,000),
is one impressive machine.

Steinberg presented Cubase on all
platforms - see the lead story for
details of the 16-track Falcon digital
audio version. ST Computer, the lone
German ST magazine was there
answering questions, while Maxxon
Computers had an interesting range
of products including Harlekin 3 and
Crazy Sounds.

You may not have heard of
BioData in the UK, but in Germany
they are renowned for professional
networking systems. Now into WAN
(Wide Area Networking) with their
new BIG (BioData Intelligent
Gateway) system, this offers network-
ing over a distance of miles through
the use of ISDN, the digital telephone
network, BIG connects networks sep-
arated by any distance in less than
two seconds, making permanently-
connected private lines a thing of the

exhibi-

People power
- over 650,000
in eight days
to be precise!

Manfred Bicker gives his impressions
of the premier German computer
show, CeBit '94...

past. Intel did its best to promote the
Pentium PC and although it was
interesting to see that there is a
486DX4 running at 100MHz, the
future appears to belong to the
PowerPC, shown by Apple, IBM and
Digital. And there it was, on the
Digital Stand in Hall 1 - DMC's
Calamus SL running on a Digital RISC
Workstation at a very impressive
speed, the first DTP package available
under Windows NT. A mere snip at

| =1 OO = —

If anyone can, Canon can
~ but where do you load
the fax paper?

publishing company, was handing
out a free CD-ROM packed with full
commercial programs worth some
DM100,000 and protected only by a
12-digit code. Absolutely safe? No -
30,000 CD-ROMs had already been
handed out by the time CCC cracked
the code. “We only wanted to show
how unsafe this system is.” said a
CCC spokesman. Ziff now threatens
court action if the club actually
releases the code into the public
domain!

Life begins at
‘040 - both
Compo and
Overscan had
68040-based
machines on
display.

DM25,000. Good luck DMC - but
don't forget your loyal Atari users...
Finally, the Chaos Computer Club
(CCC) made the headlines on March
21: "Hackers crack Code... Police
tracking hackers at CeBit...", Ziff, the

Greek to me - Medusa offers
Atari-compatibility and
power for around £3,000.

IN BRIEF

® Europress Enterprise and Gasteiner Technologies are to jointly

host Spotlight 1994, an event dedicated to Amiga and Atari com-
puters. Last year's Amiga-specific event ran for just one day,
attracting over 1,800 visitors. Spotlight 1994 will run for two
days and is aimed at enthusiasts, providing visitors with product
demonstrations. Spotlight 1994 will be held at the Novotel,
Hammersmith, London on May 28/29. Fancy a free ticket? Then
call john Payne on 081-345 6573 - the first 200 callers get a
freebie!

® Titan Designs’ long awaited genlock device, Fresco, has gone

into production and is expected to be shipping within a few
weeks. Black Scorpion’s BSS Debug for the Falcon is now on sale
at £39.95 but DEXTrous, the file management system, has been
delayed and is expected to be available within the next couple
of months at a cost of £39.95. For further information, contact
Titan Designs on 021-414 1630.

® The second Virtual Reality User Show will take place at the
Novotel, London from September 13-15. The event will concen-
trate on the uses of VR in design, entertainment and medicine,
promoting these aspects in separate feature areas within the
show. There will also be several executive briefings on the use of
VR in different industries.

® News International’s consumer electronics show, Live '94, is to

link up with Capital Radio for a series of concerts and live
broadcasts which will run throughout the six day event. The
main feature will be Capital Live, a live roadshow which will run
for nine hours a day and feature several popular bands and
guest appearances by celebrities. In addition, a series of con-
certs will be held in the 5,000 seat arena and the admittance fee
for the concerts will include free, 5pm entry to Live '94 which
runs from September 20-25 at Earls Court 2, London.




Systerp
olutions

Computers..

520 STFM - 1Mb £199
520 STFM - 2Mb £249
520 STFM - 4Mb £299
TT 030 - 32Mhz £Call
2Mb/16Mhz £3%9

Special Purchase - Limited stock.

MiniS.Special.Offer.

A complete HDD system for all
STFM/E and Mega ST computer. We
have managed to secure a limited
quantity of low capacity Hard Drives
which come supplied in our award
winning MiniS casing. This offer is
valid while stocks last.

40Mb MiniS inc. Translator £199

80Mb MiniS inc. Translator £259
Alldrives carry a1Year Warranty

Coming Soon: Mag!x - Multitasking for all STs.

Falcon.Add-ons

£49.95

Falcon Wing OMb

Falcon Wing 4Mb £179.00
Falcon Wing 14Mb £Call
BlowUP 030 - Software £15.00
BlowUP 030 - Hard 1 £49.95
BlowUP 030 - Hard 2 £69.95
14" Monitors from £99.95
Clarity 16 £99.95
Cubase Audio In Stock

FDI - Falcon Digital Interface In Stock

Communications.....
Comms Software
Stalker £39.95

CoNnect v2.4x £29.95
Includes printed manual and registration

Fax Software (requires Fax Modem)
Straight Fax v2.10 £79.95
Straight Fax upgrade to v2.1 £26.00

CD-Rom Systems
Complete with interface for STEM/E
from£299.00

Atari.Software....
Atari Works £99.95
Works with SpeedoGDOS £129.00

MultiTOS £49.95
SpeedoGDOS £39.95
Photo Show £29.95
Photo Show Pro £49.95
Diamond Edge £49.95
Diamond Back Il £39.95
ICD Pro Utils £39.95
Audio Calc £39.95
DA Vector £149.00
Calamus v1.09N £89.00

To order and for further information
telephone or write to:

Mail Order Telephone
0753-832212

System Solutions

Windsor Business Centre,

Vansittart Road, Windsor, S5L4 15E
Fax:0753-830344
or come to our London Showroom at:
The Desktop Centre

17-19 Blackwater Street,

London, SE22 8RS

Tel: 081-693 3355 Fax:081-693 6936
Allprices include VAT
For small items under £50 please add £2.95 P&P
Large items over £50 add £10 courier charge

HMORA ChHEO G MO R DES o smsnsntsnsaam

The award winning SM14 is a perfect
replacement for the Atari SM124/5
monochrome monitors. They ex-
ceed Atari's original specifications.
The 14" high resolution, paperwhite
FST (Flatter, Squarer Tube), gives a
perfectly centred, crisp, sharp im-
age without blurring at the edges.
The SM14 comes without and the
SM14s with, a speaker. The SM14f is
for the Falcon. A Tilt and Swivel
stand comes as standard.

-MiniS.-.Hard.Drive.System

The MiniS Hard Drive System comes
with drive capacities ranging from
170Mb up to 1800Mb. This full SCSI
system is hardware compatible with
all Atari computers, Amiga, Mac, PC
etc. They are unrivaled in size, noise,
speed, and style and come with a
thru port for expansion.

It is the only Hard drive awarded
with an Essential Buy of 92% - Atari
ST Review Christmas.93 and a Gold
Award of 93% - ST Format Feb.94.

The special version for STfm/Mega
ST installed with Overscan, the
screen enhancer, gives a 40% bigger
display.
All monitors come as a plug in and
go unit, complete with Atari plug,
and no adaptors are necessary.
“Essential Buy, 90%"
ST Review, May 93

without audio  SM14/f £129.95
with audio SM14s £149.95
OverScan ST : £39.95

% Quietfan % DualSCSIiport
* Device Number Switch
% Internal Power Supply
% Small (2.5x6x8.5in) (WxHxD)
* Smart and tough plastic case
* 2 Year Warranty on all drives

TT/Falcon  ST(FM/e)
170Mb £279 £319
270Mb £359 £399
340Mb £459 £499
540Mb £659 £699
1080Mb AV £999 £1049
1800MB £1499 £1549

Please add £20 to ST(FMJe) if the ICD Link is required.
Heavy Duty professional cases with 60W Power Supply, add £50.
All Prices inchude VAT

Falcon 030 Systems.-.32Mhz

The Falcon is fast becoming the pref-
ered choice for 8 track digital re-
cording, with powerful programs
such as Cubase Audio using it to it's
full potential. The DSP chip opens up
a whole new world of Sound and
Graphics. System Solutions now
supply 32Mhz Falcon 030 computers
from stock.

PowerUp?2 is & brand new 32Mhz
accelerator for the Falcon, available
now. PowerUp2 doubles the CPU

clock speed and does not take up
the internal expansion slot.

We supply systems for Music, Desk
Top Publishing, Image Manipulation,
Animation, Desk Top Video, fax &
modem use etc. Please phone for
your personal quotation of a tailor
made Falcon 030 System.

PowerUp2 kit £59.95
PowerUp?2 fitted £99.95
PowerUp?2 fitted, when bought with
aFalcon 030 System £59.95

Hardware.and.Software.Acceleralors

The Need For Speed. Do you find
yourself waiting for screen re-
draws? With our Hard and Software
accelerators you can cut those an-
noying pauses. NVDI, the software
accelerator, is easily installed on any
hard drive or floppy boot disk, giv-
ing GEM programs an unbelievable
new lease of life. NVDI has already
been welcomed by thousands of
Atari users because of it's very high
software compatability. Special

versions for Crazy Dots and Matrix
graphics cards are available.

The T28/T36 Hardware accelerators
boost your 8Mhz CPU into a power-
ful 28 or 36Mhz CPU respectively.
The board fits into most STfm and
MegaST computers and we are
happy to arrange the fitting for you.

NVDI v2.5x £49.95
NVDIwith T28/T36 £39.95
T28 Board £189.00
T36 Board £279.00

Tower Systems

We stock Lighthouse Towers to
suit the whole range of Ataricom-
puters, including the Falcon 030. If
you are planning to add hardware to
your machine you will find ample
space inside the tower, giving you
more room on your desktop. With
the ST/STe and Falcon, the keyboard
is removed from the body of the
machine and re-cased, giving you a
seperate free standing keyboard. A
complete tower can contain:

et [

All repairs are carried out by qualified personnel. If you would like a quote,

* AtariST/STe/Mesga or Falcon
* Hard Drives, 40Mb-2Gb
* Up to 3Floppy Drives
* Tape Streamers
* Memory Upgrades
* Hardware Accelerators
* PC and Macintosh Emulators

* ExtraPrinter and Monitor ports
Call us now, and we will put
together a complete package

please ask for an estimate. Need it back in a hurry? Then ask for our profes-
sional next-day service. Call us to discuss your upgrade requirements. We fit all
quality upgrade products available. We can collect and deliver by courier.

Atari Workshop are the
only company in the UK

with TWO full time Atari
Service centres.

Windsor Service Centre:
off Duke Street, Windsor, SL4 1SE.
Tel:0753-818816
London Service Centre:
17-19 Blackwater Street, East Dulwich,
SE22 8RS. Tel:081-693 1919

ESSENTIAL BUY

GOLD AWARD
ST Format

Call the professionals
now for your personal
quote.

ATAVE

WORKSHOP
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PD AND SHAREWARE

Report by Nial Grimes

Every so often a public domain game comes
along that would really make you sit back
in wonderment if you weren't so busy
playing the damn thing, and Storm ‘94 is
just such an offering. The first version was
pretty good, but by lifting the scrolling
speed just a little and pushing the presenta-
tion even further towards professional
standards, the Fugitive Freelancers have
turned this into an essential purchase for
Aliens fan. Atmosphere by the bucket-load
and now a little live and kicking action to
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Gemar 2.2 - English instructions
help to blitz those backup blues.

L] SREBETE KEYE
538 35

Cheap thrills — Faster action and better
sound should put Storm ‘94 high on your
priorities list.

back it up; this will certainly keep me going
until Alien vs Predator appears on the Jag!

On a more serious note (and believe me,
things don’t come a lot more serious than
Aliens games in my computing life) Gemar
has taken a jump up to version 2.20. In
addition to English prompts, it supports one
or two extra tape devices and remains the
only sensible choice for owners of tape
backup devices. And while on the topic of
disk drives, LED-Panel 2.5 is now available.
Details are a bit sketchy on the actual
improvements, but fans will no doubt want
to give it a try regardless.

Travellers around the Internet might be
pleased to learn that ESS-Code has been
updated and has now broken through the

News of all the latest shareware and
public domain upgrades...

version 5 barrier. The improvements are
far too numerous to mention, but this
latest release shows that no program is too
simple to feature a “Mac? - Nowhere!”
interface - we are talking windowed
dialogue boxes and Star Trek scroll buttons
everywhere, people!

And finally I'm almost embarrassed to
bring you the news that GEMView has been
improved yet again (I'll spare you the piccy
this month though!). Version 3.03 is little
changed in itself, but boasts a huge range
of new import modules for formats
such as C64 screens, Apple Il graphics and
numerous others far too obscure to
mention...

U know U want to - ESS-Code 5.04
adds class to UU-Decoding.

AMERICAN PI

New hardware for
the Falcon, TT
and Jaguar...

Atari reported a $22.6 million loss
and a 67% drop in sales to $8.5 mil-
lion for the fourth quarter of 1993, A
statement from Atari indicated that it
had “substantially completed” its transition into the video game
marketplace and that due to increased spending on jaguar-related
development and marketing “we do not expect to achieve profitability”
until Jaguar is shipping in “substantial volume.”

Despite the drop in sales, Atari recently received a shot-in-the-arm
when Time-Warner purchased $12.8 million of stock from Atari. This
raises the former owner's stake in Atari from 25% to 27%. Sam Tramiel
has also indicated that Atari will be looking towards the equity markets
to raise additional capital to be used along with existing Atari capital to
expand the Jaguar market in the USA. h

Atari announced that 48 new Jaguar developers have signed on since
the start of the year, bringing the total of companies that are develop-
ing Jaguar titles to 86. New developers include: ReadySoft, Bullfrog
Productions, Imagineer, Jaleco and Sculptured Software.

Nintendo and Atari have settled out-of-court for litigation involving
Atari’s ‘114 Patent related to horizontal scrolling in video games. For an
undisclosed sum, Atari has granted a licence for specific non-Lynx and
non-Jaguar patents that it holds to Nintendo. Black Cat Design and ICD

have announced the Cat Box, which is a complete interface adapter for
the Jaguar. The Cat Box plugs directly into the AV/DSP ports on the
back of the Jaguar and provides industry-standard connectors for
S-Video, Composite Video, Left and Right Audio Out, Dual Stereo
Headphones, Analog RGB Video, RS-232, ComLynx and DSP. The Cat
Box at a list price of less than $50 is expected to be available in May.

On the computer front, Wizztronics plans to release its Barracuda
040 accelerator boards for the Falcon in April. Several configurations
are available including 16MHz and 33MHz models using the Motorola
68EC040 processor (no co-processor) and a 33Mhz model using a
standard Motorola 68040 processor. Options include a 32-bit Memory
Expansion Card that will allow from 1 to 128 megabytes of TT RAM.
The Barracuda requires an external case and power supply (also
available from Wizztronics) due to space and power restrictions in the
standard Falcon design. Prices range from $650 for the 16MHz EC040
model to $800 for the 33MHz EC040 model and $900 for the 33MHz
040 model. Wizztronics has several other Falcon-related projects
scheduled for release including the Falcon Rack, external case and
power supply for the Barracuda, a 4865X PC Emulation board and the
Video Funnel frame grabber.

Cybercube is developing the CaTTamaran accelerator board for the
TT030. Unlike other accelerators, CaTTamaran does not replace the
CPU or require expensive cache memory. Despite its low $99 price tag,
performance increases of up to 60% are possible depending on the
application in use.

Until next month...

Charles Smeton has been an ST owner since 1985 and a long-time Atari
owner since the 8-bit days of the early 80s. He is also a past president of
the Washington Area Atari Computer Enthusiasts (W.A.A.C.E.) and the

owner of NewSTar Technology Management, which develops the STroight
FAX! software for Atari computers.
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33 Ormskirk Rd,
Preston, Lancs,
PR12QP

Ladbroke Computing
International are one of
the longest established home computer
dealers in the U.K. We have developed an
exlensive customer service policy which
involves testing of all hardware prior to
despatch to ensure thal goods arrive in
working order, offering free advice and
support aver the phone and keeping
customers informed. Although our prices
are not always the cheapest we do
endeavour to offer consistently good
service and backup.

All prices are correct at copy date 29/3/94
(while stocks last), and are subject to
change without prior notice. All prices
include VAT but exclude delivary.

How to Pay

You can order by mail Cheques/Postal
Orders made payable to Ladbroke
Computing. Or give your credit card details
aver the phane.

Delivery

Postal delivery is available on small items
under £40 (Normally £3, phone for details).
Add £7 for courier delivery. Next working
day delivery on mainland UK subject to
stock (£20 for Saturday delivery).

Open Mon-Sat 9.30am to 5.00pm.
Ladbroke Computing Ltd trading as
Ladbroke Computing Intemational.

Fax: (0772) 561071
Tel: 9.00am-5.30pm (5 Lines)

(0772) 208166

Star SJ144 £369.99
The Star SJ144 is a Colour/Mono
thermal wax transfer printer which
gives glossy colour output on normal
paper.

@ 360 dpi resolution

e Emulates Epson LQ 860, IBM

Proprinter & NEC graphics

Star

Star LC100 Colour £129.99
Star LC24/30 Colour £209.99
Starjet SJ48 Bubblejet £210
SJ48 Ink Cartridge £19
Citizen

Citizen Swift 240 Colour £260
Citizen ABC 24 pin Colour £179.99
Hewlett Packard

HP Deskjet 520 £279.99
HP Deskjet 310 £239
HP Deskjet portable £199
HP Deskjet 550 Colour £429.99
HP DJ500 Colour ink cart £26
Lasers

Ricoh LP1200 £69%

Panasonic KX-P4400 Laser £499.99
Seikosha OP104 £479.99

Add £3 for cable. Add £7
for delivery

Data\/_P 1i \Ble

+ Very guiet, no fan necessary
~ Dual SCSI port
« Internal Power Supply

+ Device Number Selector
» 2Mb PD software free
« Free HD Turbakit

The Data Pulse Plus range of
drives features a full metal case with
integral PSU ideal as a monitor
stand.

All Data Pulse Plus Drives now
come configured with industry
standard 50 way SCSI Centronics
sockets which allows connection of
the ICD LINK (no clock) for use on
the ST or a SCSI Il cable for use on
the Falcon etc.

iisaitors/ ™ *

Dataview Mono ST £109.99
Screen Beat Speakers £12.99
Quality Mono monitor with Sound Limited Offer
The Dataview Monochrome monitor
comes complete with our custom
designed adaptor. The adaptor
incorporates a small beeper and alsc a
2.5mm output for better sound
reproduction. The monitor/adaptor
combination is fully compatible with all
ST high resolution programmes and

includes a tilt/swivel stand.

Multisync Monitor

Microvitec 1438 £289.99
ST Switch Box £19.99
Falcon VGA adaptor £9.99

The Microvitec 1438 is a multisync
monitor compatible with both the Atari
ST and the Falcon. Utilising the ST
switch box it is possible to display all
three ST resolutions on the same
monitor. Also compatible with screen
blaster for the FALCON.

"Microvitec 1440... Highly
recommended"-Atari ST User

Dataview .28 SVGA £239.99
This high quality SVGA colour monitor
comes complete with Falcon adaptor.
The .28 dot pitch gives the highest
quality picture (Falcon will only display
256 colours in high resolutions).

ST-SVGA adaptor £19.99
Falcon-Composite £9.99
Falcon Scart £13.99
Falcon-ST Mon adaptor £9.99
SCART STE cable £9.99
SCART STFM cable £9.99
Scart TV
(Requires SCART Lead)
Samsung C13352X £179.99

The Samsung C13352X is a 14"
SCART input TV with remote control
and on-screen displays.

T Pic=
2400 Baud Voyager £69.99
2400 baud pocket modem, MNP 2-4
error correction, MNP5 data

compression

14400 Baud Pegasus Fax Modem £159.99
14400 Baud Modem, Auto Dial, Auto
answer, Lifetime limited warranty, MNP
2-4 error correction, MNP 5 data
compression, S/R Class 1 & Class 2
commands, Group 3 S/R fax modem
(compatible with Straight FAX™ )

“Wan reduced call rates there's never been
better ime to invest in Communications”

To ensure the highest possible
reliability, the drives are tested at
every stage of assembly by skilled
technicians.

All drives are ready to 'Plug in
and Go' when you receive them.
When you first boot up your hard
drive you will find a wealth of Public
Domain Utilities which have been
selected by our support staff.

All Data Pulse Plus Drives
include 12 months warranty and
free phone advice and support by
genuine Data Pulse Plus users.

The low power consumption of
these Autoparking Autobooting
mechanisms means that they can
operate well within their safe
operational temperature ranges
without the need for fan cooling.
This coupled with the design of the
case results in probably the quietest
Hard Drive range available for the
ST.

1030

® 16MHz 32 bit 68030 Central Processor,
16MHz Blitter, 32MHz 56001 Digital
Signal Processor

@ 1.44Mb 3.5" Floppy, up to 14Mb RAM.
Displays 65536 colours from 262144
palette at 768 x 480 resolution

® 8 Channel 16 bit, high quality. Stereo
sound sampling

FALCON 1Mb RAM No HD £499
FALCON 4Mb No HD £699
FALCON 4Mb 64Mb HD £799
FALCON 4Mb 127Mb HD £899
FALCON 4Mb 209Mb HD £999

all

Ergonomically designed Trak Ball. 320Dpi
resolution, 2 microswitched buttons. The
Legend Trak Ball is very easy to use. Unlike
normal Trak balls the LEGEND is operated
with the thumb freeing the fingers to click

buttons ONLY £29.99

Ll
Ladbroke's 3.5" External Floppy drive.
Includes own external power supply.

£59.99

441 iose mouse

High quality 300 dpi mouse with
microswitched buttons ST/AM.

Marpet upgrades for the ST are "plug in" and
require no soldering. They are compatible
with most motherboard layouts and come
with full fitting instructions. These boards
accept SIMM boards and are upgradeable at
a later date. Please check that MMU and
Shifter are "socketed' before ordering.

Unpopulated Marpet Board £24.00

See SIMM prices below
Forget Me Clock Il £13.99
512K SIMM’S £7.99
2MB SIMM'S £49.99
4MB SIMM'S £99.99
F L~ astel'

240 PPQ Midi Standard file format
compatible. 100 tracks. Phrase
arrangement. Very easy to use.

£9.99

S

"Data Pulse is astonisbingly fas >
Andrew Wright, ST User

Re-writeable Optical Drives ofe
staggering density with hard drwe
speed. Each 3.5" optical disk stores
128Mb with access time of 30ms
and a data transfer rate of 600K per
second.

Data Pulse +170Mb £270
Data Pulse +240Mb £360
D/P +128Mb Optical £670
D/P + 230Mb R/W Optical £890
CD ROM Drive £180

Phone for further details on CD ROM

Please note all prices quoted are for main

drive unit only. Add ICD LINK for use with
ST or SCSI cable for use with FALCON

ICD LINK (ST) £79.99
SCSI Cable (Falcon) £39.99
128Mb Optical disk £29.99
230Mb R/W Optical disk  £69.99
ICD PRO Utilities £39.99

@ 100,200,300,400 Dpi Resolution

@ 1 letter mode, 3 photo modes

® 105mm scanning head

@ Includes Cartridge through port with
switch box

@ Supplied with Scanlite Accessory
Compatible with any graphics package
which supports accessories.

@ Allows scanning directly into compatible
packages, such as Silhouette.

Hand Scanner+
Scanlite £99.99

Hand scanner supplied with Silhouette
V1.4 Autotracing vector package (mono
monitor only). £119.99

The Only ATARI
Authorised Repair
Centre in the UK

Our Atari trained technicians can repas
ST's at competitive rates. We can arrange
for fully insured, courier pickup and retum
delivery of your machine to ensure its
safety. We even have a same day service
which will ensure your machine is given
priority and subject to fault, completed e
same day.

We offer a Quotation service for £15 for
which we will examine your machine ang
report back with an exact price for repair. &
you do not wish to go ahead with the
repairs then just pay the £15. However #
you do go ahead then the charge is
included in the minimum charge.

Please note: The minimum charge
covers labour, any extra paris are
chargeable.

Minimum repair charge £35.25
Same day service £15.00
STFM(E) PSU £34.99
1Mb internal drive £39.99
TOS 2.06 + Switch STFM £65.00
Courier Pickup £11.00
Courier Return £7.08

1 L1 e

@ Check configuration before orsesng
PC Speed STFM or STE (XT) E£4558
AT Speed STFM (BMHz) 13588
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From picture
viewing to bulk
conversion,
GEMView 3 has
the power to cope.
Nial Grimes starts
you off with this
month’s cover

- *
disk giveaway...
Ordered dithering is l,__s—irli!'z?-"hle Uork Ertra Wiedw = EMView 3 is the most powerful
fast, but the results SIVETIE,IF SM4zI4D i= image viewing and conversion
lack clarity and can y available for the ST

look very shabby in |
sixteen colours. |
|

e It represents a huge step
forward from the limitations of older
utilities such as Picswitch and allows
any ST owner to take command of
image files in a wide range of
| formats.
i From the DTP freak with moun-
| tains of non-standard clip art to
convert, to the casual browser who
J simply wants to view colourful
— pictures on his humble 1040ST,
Nearest dithering GEMView has something to offer.
with an octree Let’s go have some fun...
colourmap intelli-

gently calculates the (G0 FIGURE
best colours for the

job and matches At first, GEMView 3 can be a little
each pixel to the confusing. In fact, the wealth of dia-
| nearest shade. logue boxes and menu options it

presents can easily fool you into

‘ SEN-Vies File Work Extra Mindee -
i Tiry R TNIA909. TIF . [l

[O]  wonaesan.TIF smaamn [

BER-Uiew [ T NG PICWNINIRE o

KINJA%08, TIF 328200
T F 16 PICARINIASH &

GEMView’'s unique
dithering power
can be used to :
fine-tune pictures | =%
before printing. ——-=

. thinking it's far more complex that it

READ ME FIRST[ ; . actually is. The first step in conquer-

% ing your shyness is to forget about

the menu running along the top of

‘Before you attempt to run GEMView 3, it needs a little bit of setting up. Let’s the screen and instead concentrate

run through the essentials... on the GEMView window that sits
down below.
FLOPPY DISK Start by clicking on the Load icon
(farthest left) and choose 944GTP.GIF
First and foremost, make a backup of the cover-disk by using from the SAMPLE.PIC folder when the
STRBAKUP.TOS. Now, simply delete everything except the GEMVIEW folder file selector appears. Within a few
and its contents from the copy and you are ready to roll. The package seconds a slick picture of a Porsche
makes frequent access to drive and you will need to keep the disk write- will pop up and you will find all of
enabled at all times (so you can't see through the little hole in the corner of the goodies hidden under the word
the floppy). “GEMView"” in the top left of this
window. As you've probably noticed,
HARD DISK this window-based menu isn‘t
standard and requires two move-
If you are fortunate enough to own a hard disk, the procedure is much ments of the mouse to make it work.
simpler. Just copy the entire GEMVIEW folder to your hard disk, run the For example, to adjust the size of the
program itself and then adjust the Install Path (you’ll find the option in the picture, move to the Pic. Size entry,
Extra menu) to suit your system. drag the mouse slowly right and

a second selection of options

THREE FOR
FREE?

will appear; now just click on the
operation you want to perform. The
same applies to all of the other
entries and however complex it
sounds on paper, believe me it comes
naturally once you've tried it.

Whenever GEMView loads a picture
it goes through a number of process-
es to try and make it look as attrac-
tive as possible, given the number of
colours available. To give you an idea
of how good it is at its job, you
might be surprised to learn that the
Porsche picture you loaded at the
start of the session actually contained
256 colours before GEMView set to
work and reduced it to 16 for ST low
resolution.

All of the dithering action is
controlled through the raster
dialogue box (you'll find it lurking
under the Options entry) and by
adjusting the settings it contains, the
display can be tweaked until it looks
almost perfect. The first level of the
raster dialogue box deals with mono
dithering; if you would like to convert
a picture to black and white, simply
choose a method from the pop-up
menu and click on “OK". Colour
pictures, on the other hand, present
a much more complex situation and
you can adjust these settings by
clicking on the Colour Dithering
button. Remember, when you take
colour on board you've not only got
the dithering method to worry
about, but also how the colours used
are chosen.

A fixed colour map will use
GEMView's internal colours regardless
of the shades that the picture
contains, whereas octree or
Statistical attempt to work out
which colours are most suited to the
picture being loaded. This can be
based on a few samples (approxi-
mate) or every single pixel (all pixels)
which naturally takes some time. For
a top quality picture with speed in
mind, try nearest dithering with an
approximate octree colour map and
remember you need to check the
“On” button in order for these
settings to take effect.

However many rules are laid down
about the colour dithering settings,
experimentation is the key to success.
Remember that GEMView is quite
intelligent; it only dithers when it
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PRINT PERFECTION

Turning an on-screen delight into a printed masterpiece is a piece of cake with GEMView 3...

GEM-View File Mork Extra Hindow

- First, select the “Load”
icon and find the
944GTP.GIF file. When the
Picture appears on screen,
size the window so you can see
the whole thing properly.

needs to and that usually means a
true colour picture. However, for the
purposes of experimentation, you
can force its hand by highlighting
both the “On" and “Always” buttons
in the Colour Dithering dialogue
box.

A MODULE OF GOOD
BEHAVIOUR

With any luck a pretty stunning
picture is now sitting before you on
the screen and no doubt you'll want
to save the fruits of your labour. This
task once again falls to the window-
based menu and you'll find the Save
button sitting next to the Extern

GEM-Uiew File Hork Extra Hindow
=3 S44GTF GIF _ZB9%x19%
T

nidow
| Pic.Size

bro:| Options

Extern
3 Colors
Al Floyd-5t.
JIN-Dither ¥J
25 -3 HexDump | Stucki FTH
7

8.8, 8
BEEE

rderdi ther

&) |
Click on the word “GEM-
View"” in the top left of the

picture window, drag the
mouse slowly downwards and
then across when you reach
the word "Dither”. Choose the
“Halftone” button.

entry. The little box that appears
once you've clicked this button wi
become very familiar to you over the
next few months because it's used to
talk to all of GEMView's externa
modules.

To prove the point, try using the
Modul button. Exactly the same
dialogue box will appear, but this
time you will presented with a list of
effects modules. Vertical half or
Horizontal double are particularly
handy for adjusting the aspect ratio
of pictures before you print them.
Any new modules can be added
to GEMView by simply dropping
them in the relevant folder —
GVWLOAD, GVWSAVE, GYWMODUL

GEH-View File MHork Extra Hindow
944GIP.GIF 1148x772 3
GEH-U1ew TEIRT P

Drop the window-based

GEMView menu again
and choose the “Extern”,
“Print” option. Click on the
appropriate driver and your
picture will be printed!

or CVWPRINT. The next milestone in
your journey through GEMView is to
actually print a picture. The secret to
using the print modules is prepara-
tion - if you are using a mono print-
er, that means converting a picture
to mono before you attempt to print
it. At first this can seem like a limita-
tion, but when you think about it,
this allows you to translate all of

COVER DISK GEMView Tutorial

GEMView's dithering power into
attractive hard copy. A shortcut for
converting images to mono is to use
the Dither option in the window-
based menu. As you'll discover when
you begin to work with GEMView
there’s often more than one way to
tackle a problem and it’s just a case
of using the one that you find most
convenient.

The key to enjoying GEMView is to
experiment and not to get too
bogged down with the features you
don’t need to use. Once you under-
stand the basics the rest should just
fall into place and we'll do our best
to fill y remaining gaps next

Once you've discovered an
effective dithering setting, it
can be entered into the “Preset”
dialogue box and used for every
picture that's loaded.

MORE FOR LESS

If you think the cover disk version of GEMView 3 is good, you ought to see
the full package! Over and above the flexibility you've already come to

respect, it features:

~ DOWN TO EXPERIENCE

‘Having used GEMView 3 for a while, you will probably find yourself applying
the same dither and colour settings time and time again and this is where
the Extra menu comes into play. Most of the settings follow along similar
lines to those described in the body text, but instead of only altering the
image in memory, they affect every single picture you load. For example, try
clicking on the Presetting dialogue box and you will be presented with the
familiar dithering dialogue box.

In addition to customising the dithering settings you can change the size
of the font used in the GEMView window, the pattern used to surround
pictures in their windows and tell the program where to find its modules.
Once you have tailored the program to suit your needs, just click on the Save
button at the bottom of the Work menu and your configuration will then be
used each and every time GEMView is started.

GENERAL DISK PROBLEMS

In the unlikely event that your cover disk won't load or gives you
any other problems, disconnect any peripherals, switch your
computer off for at least 20 seconds and try again. If this doesn’t
solve the problem, return your disk, with a stamped addressed
envelope, to:

P.C. Wise Ltd, Dowlais Top Business Park, Dowlais, Merthyr Tydfil,
Mid Glamorgan CF48 2YY.

PC Wise will test your disk and send a replacement as quickly as
possible. You can contact the PC Wise Helpline with any urgent
problems concerning faulty disks on 0685 350505 between 10.30
and 12.30, weekdays.

Should you require technical help, call the ST Review Helpline on
Friday afternoons between 2pm and 5pm on 0625 859766.

@ Support for over 30 image formats including |PEG, TIFF, PhotoCD, GIF,
Targa, Degas, IMG, NeoChrome and many more.

@ Drivers for the Hewlett Packard Deskjet (colour or mono) and GDOS
printers.

® An increased range of processing modules including bitmap half, bitmap
double, picture border, horizontal flip and more,

® An on-disk English manual.

Your code-key will also allow you to unlock future revisions of GEMView 3
at no extra cost. To register your copy and receive all of the benefits
mentioned above, just fill in the details and forward an £18 cheque/postal
order (made payable to Graeme Rutt) to:

STR GEMView Registrations, Graeme Rutt, 4 River Terrace,
Washbank Road, Eynesbury, 5t Neots, Cambridgeshire, PE19 2TE
Please write clearly — your code-key is based on your name!

Please send me the full GEMView 3 package. | enclose a cheque/postal
order for the sum of £18 made payable to Graeme Rutt.

I Please deliver my goods to:

I Name

I Address

Postcode

Daytime phone
L I N I N N P N N
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Personal Finance Manager.............£2

HISOFT PRODUCTS
ANGUAGES

k1795
i e R

...£97.95

..£37.95
£167.00
..£97.95
..£97.95
..£47.95
£57/95
..£17.95
...£37.95

wnif22.95
.£22.95
-.£22.95

D1.=r'1< nd Back 11
Diamc ‘ml Edge
XBoot 3

SpeedoGDOS.. £32.95
MuliTOS. £47.95
DataLite 2.... ...£47.95
MISCEL h

TruePaint ..... £37.95
ProFlight . £27.95

Atari Works with Speedo . £127.00

Atari Works without Speedo ......... £97.95
Superbase Professional..................£97.95
K-Spread 3...... £57.95
K-Spread 4... £97.95

Mastersound 2.

Stereomaster £37.95
Reglay 1bs. . 127.95
Video Master ...... £67.95

Video Master Falcon .

Colour Master ........ £67.95

Video Master RGB .. £107.95

Video Master RGB Falcon ... £137.95

C]arll 16 Falcon . o Casid £97.95
L PRODU

3D Cale Spreadsheet....... ... £27.95

MICE & TRACKBALLS

New from Japan. The 400 DP1 mouse
with Hi-tech mechanism, microswitch
buttons, small, fits nice and snug in the
palm of your hand. All at an aftordable

08 OF iiiiciasn £14.95
tical Penmouse... .£34.95
Optical Mouse 10155 e i £29.95

Replacement Optical Mouse Pad ...£10.00
Alfa Data Trackball £29.95
Alfa Data Crystal Trackball ...........£34.95

BITS AND PIECES

Internal Power Supply for

Atari (ST/STF/STFM/STE) ........... £32.95
Atari Internal Disk Drive ..... -£45.00
Keyboard Atari STFM-STE.
STE Motherboard No RAM.
D.M.A. Chip........cocenn-.
TOS 2.06 STE/STFM....
1/2Mb STFM Motherboard...
Outercasing STE/STFM...
Atari Original Mouse ...........c.ovcoeunee £8.00
Auto Mouse Joystick Switch

Atari 1040 STE IMb ...
Atari 1040 STE 2Mb .
Atari 1040 STE 4Mb ...
Atari 1040 STE 12Mb ..
Atari 520 STFM 1Mb...
Limited stocks avmldhie

MONITORS

Gasteiner GM 148 with sound.. £129
Micro Vitec Cubscan 1440 Multisync..£379
Commodore 108 4SD Colour.. £199

I- “r I’R! !I}ULT%

1st Word Plus V3.2........ -
DTP SOFTWARE

Pagestream V2.2

Timeworks Publisher

Touch Up (upgrade)...
Easydraw (supercharged) .

Iruep.imt [fm Fdiwnj
Human Design Di
Future Design Dis

Signs and Banners .
Calendar + Stationery
Greetings Cards ............
MUSIC S( !I-‘TWABL

Emagic Notator SL..........c.ccovneeie £27

Emagic Unitor 2.

Cubase Version 3...

ATARI MEMORY UPGRADES
Increase your memory:

ST/STF/STFM + Mega ST + Falcon
X RAM Board OMb 2

System requirements
Colour Scanner for Falcon...
Mono Scanner for Falcon

FALCON 030 EXTRAS

SCSIII Cable ......... 34,95
ST Monitor Cable.

SVGA Monitor Cable
Musicom...
Truepaint ..
Cubase Audio..
Notator Logic ..
400 DP1 Mouse 5
Microphone . £29.95
Midi Cable... £12.95
Stereo Speakers ..
Stereo Headphones.... ...£16.95

ACCESSORIE

Mono-Colour Monitor Switchbox...£14.95
Multi-sync Switchbox £29.95
Printer Cable....... L £6.00
Modem Cable . LE6.00
Null Modem Cable LE6.00
Serial Cable ........ .. £6.00
Phl]:pa.f’m.]rl Cable . £10.00
Scart Cable .. £10.00
5 ...£50.00

3.5" 1.44Mb Extern: s
for Atari/Mega STE/TT.
Blitz Turbo .....cccoennee.
Power Cable (kettle lead) .
Mouse Pad (picture) ..
Blank Disk (branded)
Spike Protectors.........
Dust Covers (all sorts)...
Soldering frons.......
SCSI 11 Cable......
Hard Drive Fans .
Midi Cables ...
D.M.A. Cable .
SCSI Cable ..
Optical Mouse
Disk Box (40 capacity).
Atari to TV cable..
Printer to Switchbox ..
Auto Printer Switchbox .
Disk Box (80 capacity)......c.coursnicenen.

FORGET-ME-CLOCK II

Clock Cartridge for ST/STE/Falcon
Clock Cartridge No Thru Port.........
Clock Cartridge with Thru Port.......£

ATARI FALCON 030

A 16MHz 32 bit computer for fast
processififs it comes with a 1.44Mb floppy
disk drive s built-in speaker.

-..-£99.00

Falcon 030 4Mb+210Mb Drive POA
L Falcon Eagle Sonic 32 (32MHz) |

Accelerator for Atari Falcon 030 |
£199 )

AUTO MOUSE/JOYSTICK SWITCH

Allows you to instantly select either your
mouse or joystick by a simple click on
your mouse. You won't need to fumble
around under or behind your computer to
swap your mouse and joystick cable ever
again, and also it saves your joyslick port
AT A GIVEAWAY PRICE
£9.99

FALCON 030 m‘rmm HARD DRIVE

An economical enclosure designed ta
mount a single, half h t, 3.5" device,
Features a 40 watt power supply with a
universal AC input for use throughout the
waorld and a low noise 15C.F.M. fan ta
provide device cooling. Also includes the
Falcon SCSI II cable.

SCSI 11 Casing .....
40Mb + SCSI 11 Cs
170Mb + SCSI 11 Casing. £259
270Mb + SCS1 U Casing.
340Mb + SCSI 11 Casing. :
540Mb + SCSI IT Casing. £699
1080Mb + SCSI1 I Cz
1800Mb + SCSI II (_dsml_

X
1.2 Gigabyte + SCSI 11 Casing Floptical .P.O. A,

High quality internal 2.5" IDE hard drives|
for the Falcon, including mounting
bracket and IDE cable.

170Mb..
209Mb..

GASTEINER HARD DRIVE |

Due to the massive popularity of our
Gasteiner Hard Drives which we hav
been manufacturing for the past five
years, and the demand for our cases, we
are now producing a choice of cases
ranging from 3.5" half height 1o 5.25" full
height which can take a massive 1.2
Gigabyte hard drive.

We also have in stock the latest in hard
drive cases which enable you to have up
to 8 SCSI hard drives fitted internally all
in one case. Compatible with all Atari
ST/STF/STFM/STE/ Mega ST/Mega STE

computers.

40Mb... S A e s L

85Mb.. wBO A
27Mb £269
170Mb 299

270Mb..... £349

1.2 Gigabyte..
Floptical .....
Optical 128Mb..
Optical 128Mb Disk ..
IF YOU REQU[RE A FLOPT!CAL
WITH THE ABOVE HARD DRIVES
PLEASE CALL
The above prices are inclusive of
formatting and partitioning software,
high powered internal power supply,
manual and top link controller (also
available in micro cases 2.5"" wide x 6"
high x 8.5" deep)

BUILD YOUR OWN HARD DRIVES
FOR ATARI COMPUTERS

Casing ... £35.00
45 Watt P.S L LE35.00
SCSI Cable.... £6.00
DMA Cable... £6.00
Power Cable..... £6.00°
SCSI to Centronics Cable .. £18.00°

G.E. Soft Host Adaptor...
SCSI I1 Cable for Falcon. P 2
Top Link Controller ........... £75.00°

OFFICIAL ATARI REPAIR CENTRE |

New service centre/repair for most Atari
computers, We offer a quotation service’
of £10 for which we will examine your
computer and report back with an exact
quotation price for the repair, if the repair
is carried out the £10 is then deducted
from your bill
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ST ReView inves tiga tes a'll Well cs‘buscd s

. - we examine
of the options... derpcritnmg
d MultiTOS
Next month, we’ll be looking at all of the ‘::.,.p‘:ﬁ with [ i T
multi-tasking programs on the market and Mag!X.
giving you a clear indication of which one is
for you.

® Down to earth explanation of what multi-tasking
actually js!

® Full review of Mag!X, the stunning German TOS
replacement.

® Exclusive preview of OMEn, a unique multi-

® Re-evaluation of MultiTOS and Geneva. computer system.
® Complete examination of SMS2, the innovative ® Preview of Mag!X World, the amazing suite of
new operating system. programs for Mag!X.

Full, commercial 3-D design program!

Next month’s cover disk will feature an Output to a 9-pin Epson printer or any other via
excellent design package! Master CAD works a relevant GDOS driver.
Produce 2-D and 3-D objects in a friendly, GEM We'll also provide you with a series of tutorials
environment. written by an expert on Computer-Aided Design!
Move, copy, rotate and flip objects horizontally and
vertically. 3
: An exclusive, usable demo of Kobold, the brand-
Change proportions and textures. new file management system from Mag!/X World.
See objects from different viewpoints — external, Our version will provide you with an ultra-fast file
internal, transparent or solid. copying and formatting utility!

ST REVIEW OFFERS YOU THE BEST.., ° Features - that cover all topic areas

» Tutorials - pitched at the right level for you

» Reviews - by writers who know their business! * Cover disks - with good commercial and

» Advice - from a selection of experts shareware programs

ST REVIEW IS THE ESSENTIAL READ FOR ALL ATARI COMPUTER OWNERS - NO OTHER ST MAGAZINE GIVES BETTER EDITORIAL COVERAGE!

ON SALE MAY 19 - PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW!
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(1) sTEP BY STEP

BACK TO §0H00L

A good CV is almost as essential as your qualifications
themselves. Let's see how Calamus

Looking for a professional-level desktop
publisher on a budget? Nial Grimes
peels back the wraps on Calamus S

version 2 — SL power for the rest of us...

(10 T — ————— he ST is home to arguably the
P L - - Tmost effective desktop publishing
* : system available today. Although
e feared by many for its complex inter-

face, there’s little doubt that when
the pressure is piled on, Calamus SL
kicks in with enough power to blow
almost all of the competition straight
out of the water. And yet most of this
power has been denied from the
everyday ST user simply because a

S5, S5 e

1540000 a1

Iesalitien
TAesaletiss:  FLAN o

job prospects...

[nopes with improving your'g

Start by sizing up 4

some nice headlines
and then use the rotate
panel to position them

on the left-hand edge of
the page.

Calamus SL comes complete
with all the necessary tools to
produce professional-level
colour separations.

good 5L set-up holds a price tag that
would frighten Henry Rothschild
himself!

The good news is that Calamus §
v2 could be destined to change

Ealanus File Optises [8K
e R

T E:\CALWWS\STA_CU.COR, Page ©

vvo| =
lines and some text |, . |

Next, lay in two guide- [ &5

16

w3 2Mb; 4Mb Recommended

all of that. It's still no budget
LA product by any means, but
effectively provides almost all
of the power of SL for around
half the price; the only real limita-
tion is a lack of colour separation.
Let's take a closer look at what it has

: to offer...
Product: i
Calamus S v2/ Calamus SL WHAT A LAYOUT!
Company:
JCA Europe Ltd On the surface, the new generation
Contact: Calamus shows very little difference
0734 452416 from its well-known predecessor,
- Calamus 1.09n. The whole thing is
Price: still controlled through a wilderness
§ v2 £209/ SL £499 (See Special Offer) of icons, broken down neatly into
SYSTEM: panels, and DMC have resisted the
Memory: temptation to shift away from frame-

based desktop publishing.

Part of the charm of the new sys-
tem is its expandability through
modules. Packaged neatly in the box
you will find all the plug-ins needed
to handle everyday desktop publish-
ing, but more can easily be added to
deal with specific tasks. At the base

A SEPARATE POINT OF VIEW

Resolution:
ST High; TT and Falcon screen
modes supported
Computer:
Any ST, TT or Falcon with a hard disk.

Essentially, Calamus § is 5L minus the colour separation and raster
generation modules. What this means in plain English is that you
can design colour documents on-screen and output them to a
colour printer with either version, but you will need 5L to separate
and print them professionally.

Unlike many desktop publishers on the Macintosh and PC,

Calamus 5L carries out all colour separation internally. This “Soft
Ripping” technology gives you unrivalled control over the finished
output and means you can have different screen settings for each
and every page or frame in a document if that tickles your fancy!
It also removes the need for external separation software for
images and in this sense Calomus is the only true all-in-one desk-
top publisher. The vector and brush modules are also bundled free
with SL.

frames to take your name [+ [
A

and address. Naturally
enough, the frames to the
right are left justified
and vice versa.

Name Nial Grimes
Address A Tiny Place
*Too Small To Mention *
South Wales

SA00 0AB

Calamgs File Dptisns COK
- =

& || VLM \STAL GV EOR
Tae: 1 Cola; T
[T

Tl

Goat Herding
Sunbathi

touches in the form of
a neat little line and a
few last minute tweaks to
the text styling. Sorted!

level you get PKS-Write, a mini word-
processor, a suite of text-handling-
utilities, graphics-rotation facilities
and numerous other modules for
adjusting the screen display and deal-
ing with page numbering or size.
Many of the features that were
missing from the original Calamus S
have been incorporated into version
2 and it's now near as dammit up to
SL spec (provided, of course, you
forget about colour separation).
Almost as bewildering as the inter-
face itself is the sheer number of user-
definable options. In short, you can
configure everything from the fonts

Now copy the first two
frames, move them
down the page and enter
the next section of text
with PKS-Write.

in memory to the panel you would
like to appear when you boot up.
Rather than baffle you with a prefer-
ences dialogue box the size of Alaska,
it's just a case of setting up the pro-
gram as you would like it and then
saving the configuration through a
menu option.

Having man-handled a page onto
screen, it only remains to print it out
and Calamus ties with Didot
Professional as the fastest draw in the
west. The quality is great too - in
theory the lack of hinting in Calamus
fonts should translate into poorer
quality at small point sizes, but it's



OF MONEY

Calanus File Options COF

The all-new

Calamus

boasts a 256-
colour driver
for the Falcon
- and very
pretty it
looks too!

almost impossible to tell any differ-
ence from a 300dpi printout. Maybe
the difference is more significant on a
dot matrix printer?

FLEXIBILITY WITH
A CAPITAL S

But forget the output quality and
configurability for a moment —
Cafamus now runs in 256 colours on
the Falcon! This is accomplished
through a small Auto folder program
and, what's more, switching from 16

terrific in pseudo true-colour. On a
standard ST in mono, things can be a
bit more lethargic - it won't see you
on your knees praying for a screen
redraw to come to an end, but some
form of accelerator is still a decided
advantage...

The inevitable question of stability
arises whenever the word “Calamus”
is mentioned and in this regard the
latest versions of § and SL have
improved markedly. Under normal
use, bombs should be a very rare
occurrence, but they will happen. On

to 256 colours doesn’t seem to have

the plus side, the recovery system is
a huge impact on speed at all. | —_—

a little longer to appear, but
the actual page updates are
surprisingly nippy and look

SET DISPLAY
) (Y] [(15E] (e
(768 =) [186 %] [S80 %]
(1000 ¥ [1588 %) [1000 %) S

The zoom settings are | —p=—| mmne:
l‘erriﬁt.‘aﬂ'yﬂexible — Gser | 100,008 %

118,045 %
128,350 &

and the screen
updates are only
slightly tiresome.

[Priater 1:1

-

PRODUCT REVIEW Calamus S Version 2

[ falanus_File Dptions COf A good range of

modules are

bundled with
FI\AUP\PREDLD, COK the package,
thai 1 Colunn: 1 including PKS-

Ireans, Bad dreams.”
l’unnu thing about nightmares; they
——have a habit of coming true mhen you
=) oun a Jaguar, Yes having beaten
Cybernorph's! hty Pertitia Enpire
- linto the ground, s next
ega’gane will send you into battle
gainst two of the mast fearsome monsters ever to
hn:rge from Hollyeood. And believe me, this is ne
nrdmarv role*playing game,
Rlien vs Predator(] is set in a three" ulnenslm
i rme of eerie r_urrmnrs Light fades as the surreal |
e tructure stretches into the distance and goodness |
lonly knoss what lies around the next shadouy F
corner. You have almost total movement in

Write, a quirky
but powerful
word processor.

second to none and I've yet to find a
case where it was not possible to
back-up any unsaved work (unless
you involve an external influence
such as the Outside virtual memory
manager).

GOOD POINTS:
Powerful in the exlrsmu

Gorgeous print qualllr 4

As Quark Xpress users on the Mac E"“’ modular
will tell you, power brings with it a 2 :
good deal of complexity and Calamus BAD POINTS:
is no exception. However while it Slow on a standard ST

undoubtedly has ? steep learn!'ng Complex by aturd: &
curve, the rewards are most certainly ' ’
worth the effort. Calamus 1.09 was 4
always my preferred desktop pub- FINAL WORD:
lisher and $/5L has done nothing but
improve my respect for DMC. DA’s
Layout is going to have to go some to
beat this!

PERFORMANGESSSS—0UVERALL

EASE OF USE vVvvvvvvvy
DOCUMENTATION v vV VvV VV V
EFFECTIVENESS l/lfl/v’l/l/l/t/tflf
VMMWVVVVVVVV

“Powerful to a fault, the latest
generation of Calamus just
oozes class through its
elaborate front-end. "

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR ST REVIEW READERS!

For a period of two months, JCA (Europe) are offering
ST Review readers the chance of owning either Calamus SL
or Calamus 1.09N at absolutely knock-down prices! Each

CALAMUS SL (RRP — £499) SPECIAL PRICE - £199
Minimum requirements: 2Mb RAM, double-sided disk
drive, hard drive and mono monitor.

¢/ DELIVERY — FREE

CREDIT CARD ORDER LINE - 0734 452416 OR FAX YOUR ORDER - 0734 451239

TO: |CA EUROPE LTD, ST REVIEW CALAMUS OFFERS, PLEASE RUSH ME THE ITEM AS TICKED IN THE BOX -\
OPPOSITE.

| ENCLOSE TOTAL PAYMENT OF £

version comes complete with a wide range of printer EARGLERL: CHEGUE b SHERIEEARE

drivers, fonts and a printed manual. (o e o e P Ty e P S, g, LA e 4 SO RNRE S BN 3 v 50 ey e e e o
CALAMUS 1.09N (RRP — £89) SPECIAL PRICE - £59

Minimum requ]rements: ]Mb RAM’ double_sided d'.sk .......................................................................................................................................................................
drive and mono monitor. L [ B ST n e T e e e Ak e LR R R e 3 OB Y A By R owl Oy S aams 1 0 Sh¥e BERRES Y ey o

VISA/ACCESS/MASTERCARD/DELTA NUMBER:

SIGNATURE:

Paying by CHEQUE or POSTAL ORDER - please make payable to [CA EUROPE LTD and write your cheque card guaran-
tee number on the back. All prices are inclusive of postage & packing and VAT, Please allow 28 days for delivery from
when we receive your order. For non-receipt of goods call 0734 452416

Send your order to: JCA EUROPE LTD, 30A SCHOOL ROAD, TILEHURST, READING, BERKSHIRE RG3 5AN

EXPIRY DATE:  /
SWITCH ISSUENO.  /

IMPORTANT!
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pubt you've read all the
s made by the press
olomus over the years:
5 15 quite simply the best
publisher available”; “5L
t to beat the Mac at its own
“the colour DTP generation
starts here But how many times
have you actually seen bona fide
proof of its power? While it's all very
well to outline the strengths and
weaknesses of the package in a
review situation, unless the
judgments made are based on full
colour output, they are next to
useless.

With that in mind, ST Review

OUT OF THIS
WORLD:?

On paper, SL looks
set to take on the
big Mac and PC
boys. Nial Grimes
unleashes the

full force of
Calamus upon an
unsuspecting

ST Review page...

Even the ST Review
logo was created
with SL, although the
Dataformer module
(not supplied) was
used to turn it into a
flexible graphics file.

Hetatile
| hutocad-DXF
HPL-Plotfile

| Postscript

| Encapsulated PS

decided to take the bull by the horns
and attempt to prove the compe-
tence of Calamus once and for all.
Sceptics behold - the layout you see
to the right was produced entirely on
a standard Atari Falcon using
Calamus SL. This article chronicles the
production of that page...

STEADY AS SHE GOES

Starting with a blank sheet of paper
and a totally free design brief is never
easy. Nevertheless, Calamus was fired
up straight away and a basic head-
line, together with the pictures, laid
into place. The moody nature of

Alien vs Predator demanded a white
on black approach from the very start
and a full page black tint slotted in
nicely behind the bright green text.
The game was afoot...

One of the most frightening
aspects of putting together a page
that will be set at professional resolu-
tions is accuracy. A minor glitch that
could quite easily go unnoticed on a
laser printer, suddenly becomes a
vast canyon when boosted up to
2540dpi (dots per inch). Guidelines
were used to keep the body text
frames on course and “magnetic”
frames helped out a lot with the
picture borders. Only at one point
was it necessary to judge alignment
by eye, but with the magnification
level set at close to 1000% it should
go unnoticed!

Next came the article itself,
dragged into the ready-prepared text
frame in WordPerfect format. The
leading (space between the lines)
and point size were rapidly adjusted
to suit the setting and coloured white
in order to show up against the black

2002040 ¢ ;
freas: IIIIIIII Engty_|

"~ TCalanus File Options COK F Calamus
F: \AVP\PREDS. COK, Page supports
five colour
mixing
systems
from
straight-
forward
= | RGB
, | | to IHS
| green 19 | || ' and
Brees 11 | CMYK.
jgreen 22 Al |
reen 13 S
sarTeRk: |G
Eolor | BACKGROUND |

:

[
s e

~ TRAMSPARENT _

background. Although the styling
could have been carried out in a
word processor, it seemed easier to
create a new italic text style and let
PKS-Write do a search-and-replace on
the phrase “Alien vs Predator”. The
finishing touch was the drop cap - a
simple feat with the help of text
runaround and a strategically placed
black frame.

Colour turned out to be quite a
major concern because, if anything,
SL is too competent in this depart-
ment. It allows mixing by five differ-
ent standards and you can combine
any number of different varieties
within the same document. The
trouble is, a colour that looks per-
fectly acceptable in RGB (Red, Green,
Blue) can be truly disastrous when
printed because, principle aside, not
all colours can be represented by the
CMYK (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow,
Black) process.

The solution was to go through
converting the colours to suit; a rela-
tively minor operation, but one that
wouldn’t have been necessary had

|CA Europe, the UK distributors, sup-
plied a proper CMYK colour list.

Minor crisis out of the way, all that
remained was to add the 5T Review
logo. Even this was put together
within SL by using a few tinted
frames along with a bold Swiss
typeface.

CRASH DUMMY

With a finished design on-screen, it
was just a case of switching on the
“registration & crop marks” and
enlarging the black background a
ttle to give 6mm of “bleed” area.
The page as it stands took quite a
long time to design, but with the
help of the guidelines we now have
in place, a repeat performance could
be put together in no time. So how
did SL perform during the exercise?

Well, due to some very buggy
German releases early on in its life, SL
has earned itself a bit of a reputation
for bad behaviour. And indeed, even
at this mature stage, we did
encounter one or two crashes. The
biggest problem was the Outside
virtual memory manager, which just
didn’t seem to get on with some of
SU's external modules and prompted
a small number of Fatal System
Errors. The more physical memory
you've got, the more stable the
package becomes.

Despite one or two minor hiccups,
| would have no hesitation in running
Calamus SL in a professional setting.
The standard 4Mb Falcon used to
prepare the page was adequate, but
ideally 8Mb of memory or more are
needed for full-scale colour work.
However, the proof is in the pudding.
If you like what you see on page 19,
give the Calamus option a whirl; if
not, | deny all responsibility!

The Magnetic Frames
| facility was used to
align nearly all of the
| elements on the page,
{ most notably the
plcmrc borders.



In space, no one
can hear you
scream...

reams. Bad dreams.

Funny thing about nightmares; they

have a habit of coming true when you

own a Jaguar. Yes, having beaten

| Cybermorph’s mighty Pertitia Empire

into the ground, Atari’s next

mega-game will send you into battle
against two of the most fearsome monsters ever o
emerge from Hollywood. And believe me, this is no
ordinary role-playing game.

Alien vs Predator is set in a three-dimensional
maze of eerie corridors. Light fades as the surreal
structure stretches into the distance and goodness
only knows what lies around-the next shadowy
corner. You have almost total movement in this virtual
world and the Jaguar's chipset is put through its
paces to make the game every bit as fast as the very

latest generation of PC role-playing experiences. The
network of tunnels is automatically mapped as you
wander around, so the emphasis is firmly on action
rather than adventure.

All of the walls that line the complex are
texture-mapped for unsurpassed realism and a

Texture-mapped corridors float effortlessly around
the player and make AvP one of the most stunning
computer games ever released.

ovicetoarn il Pl -
e :,J/':)E‘__jr_(.' SUPCI 106 =

The Jaguar is based around two custom chips
known affectionately as Tom and Jerry. Unlike
many consoles that rely heavily on
pre-programmed effects, the machine has a
much more general purpose architecture and is
capable of housing almost any type of game. Its
high potential for number crunching, in particular,
provides a special aptitude towards 3D.

The Tom and Jerry partnership gives the
Jaguar more graphical processing power than

"visor" is the only missing ingredient
from virtual reality! Even the characlers
themselves are digitised and appear 10
scale in the game. The whole affair runs
in 16-bit true-colour — that’s over 65,000
colours 10 you and | — and by using
Jag-PEG compression, makers
Rebellion Software
have managed to cram
around fourteen I’
graphical action into = 1
the two meg cartridge. i

As for gameplay,
Alien vs Predator can
be played from three
perspectives. As the
colonial marine, it is
your job to dash from
corridor to corridor
dealing with the plague
of acid-blooded Alien monsters that have found their
way into the complex. Facehuggers litter the floor
and are ready to spring towards your face in an
attempt to "plant” their alien effspring (ooh-err... Ed).
These roles are reversed when you step out of the
carbon-fibre battle-armour into the alien queen’s
shoes! Quite where the Predator fits into things is a
mystery at the moment, but one thing’s for sure —
with infra-red night vision, he’s going to be one hard
character to outwit.

These three scenarios provide a good deal of long
term playability despite the limited number of levels.
All of the sub-games have unique graphics and each
player has its own particular skill and weapon. The
control panel detailing these essential supplies is
overlaid to maintain that full-screen action. 20th
Century Fox themselves are involved with production
of the game and the characters live up to their nasty
reputation as best they can. Quite how this will affect

even the very latest
generation of 486
PCs. And
Rebellion don’t
look on Alien vs
Predator as the
pinnacle of the
machine’s abilities
— their forthcoming dungeon role-playing game
promises to be even more spectacular...

> =,

-
- A
it ny one of three characters
4 can be played — a marine,
" Predator or the alien queen
J = . herself!

the level of "stomach crunching” action is unknown,
but from initial reports it's certainly not going to be an
outing for younger players.

The one aspect of the game that hasn’t been
mentioned so far is sound, but with the Jaguar’s
hardware behind the sonics, we can look forward to
something pretty special. When combined with the
realistic graphics we will be looking at one of the
most advanced games available outside of the
arcade. When animated scenes were shown at the
Chicago Entertainment Show, jaws dropped and it's
likely to do similar things in computer shops across
the country.

Atari are making no secret of the fact that Alien vs
Predator is a showcase for the Jaguar. Technically
speaking it’s a minor miracle and America’s top
console magazines have been drafted in to make
sure that the gameplay matches the superlative
graphics. Who knows when it will be released in the
UK, but a date in late April seems likely for those
lucky US games players. A Jaguar/Alien vs Predator
bundle is also said to be a very strong possibility, so
get those credit cards at the ready people... ¢

.......I‘..............l.....

This entire page was produced on a stock Falcon030
4/65 using Calamus SL software. With special thanks
to Sumner Type (=081-693 3364) for their help and
advice in the imagesetting department; Karl and his
team were responsible for turning our on-screen
design into tangible colour separations. An Atari
operation from start to finish, this was achieved with
the help of a 16MB TT030 and DTC-3000 imagesetier.



We have been receiving a lot of compliments recently!
Qur catalogue has now been updated and improved
with an easy io use selector. Our service remains
second to none. Our disks are only £1.25 each
including P&P.

INFORMAL

But it seems that many of you do not realise that we
ask you to select what you want to have on each disk.
No more paying for a disk which has one program you
want and others that you don't. Remember you can get
up to 50 programs of your choice on each disk.

LICENCEWARE - PRICES VARY
OCL1 DEAD OR ALIVE - Very amusing adventure game ....£3.00
OCL2 MURDER ON THE ORION EXPRESS - A comic sci-fi

ISRy SloTy St et veveessorssratassr A Eo s £3.00
REO1  ARTHUR OF THE BRITONS (1 Meg) - A strategy game
WIVGIEALEIAPNICS .. Noverri tiveasits ekt unse iisvomeossPiis et £3.00

RE02 CONQUEST (1 Meg) - A variation of the classic Populous ..£3.00
SES004 ROBOT WORDS (Ages 4+) — A great educational hangman
type game from Shoestring Educational Software .......£2.95
POW16 FREAKED OUT 2 - Find your way through the maze .£3.00
TP0O01 THE ZUFFERS (1 Meg STE only) - All you have to do is
(=LA 7= o) ) s ko et SR L R £3.00
We also stock Budgie and Powerfist licenceware.

PD & SHAREWARE - £1.25
Stosser Diskmags issues 1-12 available.
MPD1084 PLANETS - A slideshow of planets etc.
MPD1661 INVOICE MASTER - Ideal for small businesses.
MPD0461 OPUS 2.2 - A powerful spreadsheet.
MPD0988 STAR TREK - 25th Anniversary Mag.
MPD1896 QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE - A new brain feaser.
ECD The excellent compilation is available only from us.

ST Handbook (£2.50), the printed PD magazine is available
from MerliN.

Authors! Send us your disks for review and inclusion in our
catalogue.

Catalogues available free with any order from this coupon or
just send 3 x 25p stamps.

MerliN presents the Atari STs game for the 90's

Obhses ;)_I DI
When Dreams are not enough...

Coming soon to your screen
exclusively from MERLIN

—-—————————-—————————1

Please send me the following disks: I

| Disk CalaloguelesNGIL = L SR ahias i fonss fod ey vesages |
(please send 3 x 25p stamps) . F’ostcode 1
| enclose cheque/P.O. for £...............

|
LMerIm PD, 11 Grange Close, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Glos. GL6 9DE 9DE 4
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WRIGHT ISSUES

A right shareware
shambles...

the one thing about the

growth of shareware that
really gets up my nose is the
number of people telling
me to register this and regis-
ter that. Not only are you
expected to put your hand in
your pocket every time you
test a new utility, but you have to suffer the indignity
of having someone explain to you that it's all your fault
that the shareware scene is going down the drain, that
you're utterly dishonest if you so much as glance at the
documentation without coughing up coins or that you're
stealing the bread and butter from the mouths of some
poor programmer’s kids.

If someone circulates a program and asks for shareware
contributions, that's fine by me. If a lot of effort has gone
into the program and you decide to use the program on a
regular basis, then fair’s fair. Especially so, if you're saving
money by not having to buy a commercial package.

What really bothers me is the rubbish that you have
to wade through before you find anything at all worth
registering. I've lost count of the number of unbelievably
bad programs I've seen. There are the dreadful looking
ones written in some version of BASIC or other - all garish
buttons and interfaces that even an ambidextrous
orangutan would have trouble with. Then you get the
horrible little good-for-nothing utilities with dyslexic
documentation that use up a whole ink cartridge just
printing it out. They all have one thing in common: a
plaintive plea for anything from a fiver upwards. Get lost!

No. In my inflated opinion, it's the programmers who
are to blame. We've become completely immune to these
entreaties and begging letters on disk, thanks to a measly-
minded majority who clutter up the public domain and
shareware distribution channels with utter rubbish.

To make matters worse, some authors, many of whom it
seems have even higher opinions of themselves than |
have, have even started getting shirty about how their
stuff can be distributed. One has even gone so far as to
appoint a single PD library as the only “authorised”
distributor!

What a cheek! That amounts to a total abuse of
the system as far as | can see. The public domain and
shareware scene is a well-oiled mechanism for distributing
programs. It includes cover disks, libraries, BBSs and on-
line networks, and it relies on programs moving quickly
from one source to another. It's not you and | failing to
register everything we use that makes the system fall
down - it’s the greedy, ill-advised or just plain stupid
people that clog it up with unreasonable conditions.

| don’t know about you, but

Andrew Wright is a full-time writer and journalist and has
been contributing to ST Review since its inception. We could

put his outspoken and opinionated manner down to a deprived
childhood but basically he's just a bad-tempered old b*****,




002-455305

Address 1.6
Astronomy Lab
C-Font2
CalAssistant
CalAssistant SL
Clip Art Catalogues (2)
TW Clip Art Catalogue
TW Clip Art Set 1 8.50
TW Clip Art Set 2 8.50
TWClipArtSet3 € 850
Easy Text Pius DTP  £19.75
Easy Text ProDTP  £34.95
EdHack £ 9.95
Fontkit Plus 4.1 £24.95
Fonty: Calamus Font Editor £11.95
FontGDOS and Drivers € 2.95

£12.95
£24.95
£ 995
£19.95
£29.85
£ 400
£ 295
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Imagecopy 1 (Mono)
imagecopy Colour
Key Mastsr
Molgraph 2

Mouse Master
Mouse Tricks 2.15
Multiprint
PageAssistant
Redacteur 3.15
Redacteur Lite
Redacteur Junior £39.00
Trimfont £ 995
Ultimate Virus Killer 6 £12.95
Universal Item Selector Il £14.95
Warp 9 £29.95
X-Debug £24.95

£29.95
£99.00
£69.00
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Omikron

1 sofware pubisher Our relazss schedule for e
§ English versions & Ter 57 ang Faicon soffeare

{0 Paat

£3495
Seature packad e coOw
Poxsi par@ing program
St & wery Quick,
SppoTs Sfzers and
graphic tablets. SUppONS
& §7-77 anc Falcon

| scyeen reschlions JRonocTome 1 05 T Milion
| coloars) ang "ars o 8 by GEM-compativie
| s o=

Oher Swghiighis: you can 2o0m n of ot of the
pactrs anc 3 uss al Pe drawing looks. PocArt has
vary creative biock manpuiation faciie that wil be

| of great 1= to DTP users. PixArt is fully Falcon

compatible. Wonderfd, wonderlis how the
German Atari magazine TOS summed up its
feslings about PixArt! Available: Now.

O Freeway ftha
i A new generation database that combines
——— free-form text database structures with
‘ l traditional field structures. Accessible
internal SQL-structure and fully Falcon
compatible. Avaitable: February

3 Mortimer £14,95
Mamary resident multi-function utility that can be
calad up Fom within any GEM or TOS application.
Features include: text editor,
printer spooler, keyboard macros,
wus guard, flexible RAM disk,
. soreen grabber, disk utilities such
\» & S copying and disk formatting,
2nd = pop-up pocket calculator.
Acadsbes Now

O Mortimer Deluxs ~ £34.95
Even more features: 1en text adtors. Sle search,

disk copier, better file selactor. e schaduler with
alarm, and more... Fully compasis i, ST, TT and
Falcon computers, Available: February

Second Time Around
O 20 x 35" DSDD disks £5.95

ollowing re isation of our PD ¢ gue we
ave lots of disks that have been used, re-
formatted and re-labelled. A bargain!

Newsletter setter
1O Fontpac+ Newsletter Set £14.95

3| Complete set of fonts suitable for use with

Another cracking program from Jeremy Hughes,
uthor of Imagecopy. Enter your text into

Textstyls, select a Calamus or GEM font, add text

effects and justification, and the resulting picture

packages. Great for generating headlines for
wordprocessors like First Word Plus, Redacteur
or Write ON; or use it with an art package such as

etc. Thousands of applications.
O Textstyle bundle £14.95

Order Textstyle at the same time as Imagecopy2
of PixArt and save £5.

PD and Shareware

O ST Club Catalogue  Free
Probably tha most comprehensive catalogue for
the ST. Details on hundreds of PD and
Shareware disks plus specifications of all of the
products listed in this advert.

Disks cost £1.25ea; or just £1 for subscribers!

7 Falcon Club Catalogue  Free

Details of our Falcon specific software.

What a picture
0J Imagecopy 2 £19.95

There is no better way to grab, view, convert and
print images on your ST or Falcun. Supports 9-
pin and 24-pin Epson compatibles, Cannon BJ,
HP Desk/Laserjet mono and colour printers.

ST Applications

| For the last three years we have been publishing
1 a monthly magazine for ST users. Full of inform-
| ative and authorative articles ST Applications is

an essential read for all Atari users who are
serious about getting the best out of thair
machine.

| Don't take our word for it, here are some

| unsolicited comments from happy readers:

| unfailingly inferssting, supertly written NWF

| really excellent value GFS

| invaluabie service for ST users PS

| consistantly mwassea AS

| no hesitation in g my. i PPK

| you can read it again and again RF

| Originals of these letters available for inspection
at our offices.

1 Overseas subscriptions welcome, in fact 25% of our readership live outside the UK. Air Mail subscription

rates: Europe - £27; RoW - £37.

Falcon
Applications
Includes our mag-in-a-mag
supplement on all things Falcon

Subscriptions

0 12-issues: £24.00
) 3-issue trial: £5.00
O Sample issue: £2.50

Risk Free, Susberiptions to ST Applications are risk free. Write asking us to cancel your subscription and the
full unused balance of your subscription will be refunded by return of post. We have been publishing software,

| books and magazines for the Atari market for over 8 years.

Only the besf

O Viewll £14.95

*The most useful utility ever written® ST Format.

Fast and furious
O Warp9 v338 £29.95

At fast, lha Falcon enhanced v'ersmn of our highly
laimed screen Warp 9.

New stocks!
O Your Second Manual £8.95

Hidden away in an office in Denmark we have
unearthed what must be the last stocks of this
classic ST book. If you feel as if your computer
knows more about computing than you do, then
you need this book! A brilliant introductory text for
beginners or anyone new to Atari computers. This
is the authorised printed version of Y2M: beware
of imitations!

|Dust Covers

hese dust covers are manufactured from top
quality water resistant and tear proof nylon fabric
oated with tough polyurethane and treated with
n antistatic inhibitor. Unlike cheap PVC covers
ey may be washed and ironed. Covers are grey

Computer Covers
{0 520STFM/1040STF/STE £5.45

3 12" monitors

0 14" monitors
Please specify monitor make and modal:

rinter Covers
O Dot Matrix Printers ~ £5.95

£7.95

o)
§-

Users' Guide to 1stWord £ 6.95
ST 3D Graphics Programming £22.95
Atari ST Basic To C £18.45
ST Disk Drives: Inside And Out£18.95
ST Machine Language £18.45
Atari ST Programmer’s Guide £22.95
Desktop Publishing: The Book £ 6.95
Introducing ST Machine Code £19.75
Midi and Sound Book for ST  £17.25
Musical Applications of the ST £ 5.95
Tech Ref Guide Atari ST Vol 2 £19.95
Tech Ref Guide Atari ST Vol 3 £22.95
Guideto Timeworks TP~ € 9.95
Your First Basic £14.95
C-Manship Complete Atari ST £14.94
ST Assembly Lang' Workshop £14.95

EIEENER B ST ENER ) O CHENENC

Great fonts
J Calamus Font Set #1 £8.95
O Calamus Font Set #2 £8.95

10 DS disks of PD and Shareware fonts in a box.

3 PageStream Font Set £8.95
10 DS disks of PD and Shareware fonts -
| includes four disks of PostScript fonts.

|0 STC Fonts Catalogue £2.95

| Our professional quality range of Calamus fonts.

aper with your name and address, along with a

up to 4 days for your goods toreach you. Sory, we
do not take credit card orders or telephone orders.

Overseas Orders Welcome - Please request a
copy of our Overseas Prica List. Membership -
You do not have to join or subscribe befora you can

obligation to buy from us when you do subscribe.

___ Cheque/PO enclosed.

O ...Delivery: £1.25 for orders under £20
@ ..VAT included in all prices
& ...Catalogues & Telephone support FREE




you'll have to view them using other
software, such as Photochrome, or
output them to a colour printer.

The program is supplied with a
laser-printed manual and an on-line
help facility called DA’s Knowhow
although, at present, only a German
version of the latter exists. We were
supplied with a first draft of the
manual amounting to some 17, A4
pages for this review and the transla-
tion hadn’t been fully completed.
Without a tutorial, it's little more
than an introductory guide. A quote
from the draft manual sums it all
up: “The restorer is a truly magical
instrument and deserves a chapter all
to itself”. It gets six lines...

The program has a novel interface
based on four main floating windows
for the painting and editing tools,
colour palette, image manager and
modules. Images are displayed in
windows too, each of which has
some specific tools pertaining only
to that image such as the state
of the undo buffer, the level of
magnification and the type of mask.
An interesting feature is the ability to
drag-and-drop colours from one
window to another. For example, you
For ST owners this means ST can select a saved colour from the
high resolution or an  master list, drag-and-drop it to the
add-on graphics card, but as  ready use palette and then drag-and-
the program works in 24-bit  drop it on the current tool or even

WHAT A
PICTURE!

DA'’s Picture looks set to be one of the most desirable
programs ever seen on the Atari. Andrew Wright and
Keith Berry are swept off their feet...
i here are image processors
T amr:i there are image proces-
sors. There's also DA's &8
Product:
DA's Picture 8-bit masking, virtual memory

Company: management (even on STs) and
CGS a slick, easy-to-use interface, it

S
-
>
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Q
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O
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computer with at least 2Mb of
RAM and a display with a mini-
mum of 640 by 400 pixels.

Contact: looks destined to push its way  colour internally, you will still be able  the masking dialogue box.
081-670 7307 straight into the top slot. to edit and process images even on a Most main functions are called up
Brice: DA’s Picture requires an Atari monochrome monitor. However from the GEM menu bar, each of
F T F—————— < which has a keyboard shortcut. The
£149 YELLOW, TIF - E3%, 117 <Control>, <Alternate> and <Shift>
SYSTEM ' keys are used to good effect and
Minimum Memory: there are some powerful combina-
2Mb tions. For example, holding down the
Rosoluton: e
B30 by 40R kIS o graater in its window quickly and easily
Computer: The colour tools - whatever tool you happen to be
Any Atari you can choose using. Holding down <Shift> and
between HSB, CMY <Alternate> switches to zoom mode
and RGB models. — the left mouse button increases the

[T ) STEP BY STEP GUIDE

[ Daflct Inage Tools Window Farans
= F:\GRAPHICS\IMAGEPRO\DAPIC'S, TI7

The first thing to do

is crop the image to
speed up redraws and
then, at a high level of
magnification, start
masking the parts of
the image we don’t
want.

FAKING IT...

The following steps indicate
just how you can improve
your image with a program
like DA’s Picture.

® |
24e [Tenis

g

e I Black |
.

The original was a pretty poor
photograph with a lot of
reflected light and a dreadful
background. It was scanned at
300 dots per inch and saved as
a TIFF file for import into DA’s
Picture.

Next we copy the

remainder to the
clipboard and then
paste it onto a better,
more romantic, back-
ground.
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Adjusting

colours using Sradstios

the RGB
gradation
curve — not
as easy as it
should be...

st Elale]
Hask  [Sl[=le]

IN AND OUT

DA’s Picture is a bit choosy about [~=
the files it will import — they have |l
to be TIFF files in standard or
Digital Arts’ own format. However,
a small utility is supplied on the |
disk to convert other images such |
as scanned photos to the right for- | s
mat and this includes Targa and |CEmEc) C=—1 =i §
mono .IMG files. There’s no|
PhotoCD import facility yet but
DA’s Picture actually offers a third
alternative - digitising images
from video.

CGS are currently bundling DA’s Picture with a Falcon-compatible video
digitiser called Matrix Screeneye for £299. The card fits into the Falcon’s
expansion port and is driven by a special module accessible from within
DA’s Picture. The quality of the stills is surprisingly good and it's a handy
way to get instant real life images into your computer, provided you have a
video camera or camcorder.

Once you've finished your masterpiece, DA’s Picture offers both printing
and file export features. Files can be saved directly as TIFF files or output to
a variety of printers including the HP LaserJet 2, NEC P6/P7, Atari
—— SLMB04/605 lasers, Canon CLC10,
Star NL-10, and the Desk]et 550C.
In addition, you can use the print
module to print to file as .IMG, four
colour CMYK TIF, TIC or TIH.

Resalution o

A digitised imaxe captured
within DA’s Picture.

(W Trge Yeali Winder Fargi —
0 T
1 :__F

od'S AINT Ec1i9)
W55
"X

LTI — . L Printing from
iz L DA’s Picture.
— o
e =

K fa.

PRODUCT REVIEW DA’s Picture

There are four main
toolboxes - the colour
box, image manager,
the painting and
editing tools, and the

(PP &
E—m

magnification and the | | [DA’s PIC

right one decreases it.

module selector, here
in colour and mono.

URE,
The Toolbox

With your left hand on the
end of the keyboard and
the mouse in your right
hand, you can really shift
up a gear when editing [
and processing images.

Both the mouse buttons are
brought into play and each one can
be assigned a different tool so that,
for instance, you can zoom in on an
image and have instant access to
both a spray tool and a water tool for
detailed editing. There are 30
different zoom levels too, excluding
1:1, ranging from 16 times smaller to
16 times larger.

TOOLS

DA’s Picture offers some excellent
image creation, editing and retouch-
ing tools, as you'd expect. The main
tools are the pencil, airbrush and
crayon, each of which can be config-
ured in various different ways such as
stroke width, transparency, start and
end pressure, and fade. These same
tools can be used to create masks as
well as create and alter images.
Other tools include a flexible
stamp tool that can be customised to
do almost anything with nine differ-
ent types of behaviour, varying from

Menus

replace and transparent to add,
subtract and multiply. For retouching
there are water, finger, scalpel and
noise tools. Water softens the border
between two colours while finger
does the same and smears them at
the same time. The scalpel tool
increases the contrast locally; the
noise tool adds random texture to an
otherwise homogeneous area of
colour. For example, if you retouch
an image using a single bright colour
it will look pretty obvious as photo-
realistic images have their own
texture — minor variations in hue and
saturation. With the noise tool you
can quickly blend these areas.

The restorer is an interesting
refinement. Rather than simply being
an undo tool, it works like a creative
implement in that you can restore
the original image bit by bit, accord-
ing to the pressure and fade attrib-
utes you give to the tool. This means
you can work at extremely large
magnifications, switching quickly
between a retouching tool and the

DA_Pict Inage Tools MWindew Parsns

There is a lot of

reflection on the
face which can easily
be removed using the
appropriate tools. The
clone tool removes the
white glare from the
lower lip and a custom
stamp whitens the
teeth.

DAPict fnage Tools Window Parans
BERCHI, TIF - Fi\GRAPHICS\IMAGEPRO\DRPIC\¥.TI?

The face is softened

to remove the harsh
highlights, the whites
of the eyes brightened
and the lashes and
pupils sharpened using
P a combination of filters
s Ga)EA | and the scalpel tool to
F=— T — | givethat extra sparkle.

] Use Mask oa resd

(] (o] [Reert)

The finished result — note that even the dress colour
has been changed by masking the area and altering
the relevant gradation curves! A complete fake!
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restorer, to get a really fine Smush
With care, there 5 really no =t to
what you can achieve Another great
00 This lets you

very easily

¥ step guide.
: = dsappointing and
rather ambkward to understand,
thowgh ordinary cutting and
zstna Sor montage work is achieved
Shocks can be cut, copied,
mowved, resized and scaled
rotated or distorted which is
@ omission for this type of
am. However, an add-on
odule is under development that
wil provide rotation and distortions
ke skewing and perspective.

MASKING

Masking is probably the single most
vital feature in any decent image
retouching program. It lets you shield
parts of an image from the effects of
tools, special effects and filters. In
DA's Picture there are several aspects
to masking. Masks can either be
single-bit masks (up to 8 different
masks are allowed) where editing or
retouching operations are stopped
completely, or 8-bit masks where the
amount of “blocking” depends on
the level of grey in the mask. This
opens up some amazing possibilities
for retouching and, in particular,
creating montages.

Physical areas of an image can be
masked, or only areas with certain
colour values. A separate module
allows you to specify the hue,
saturation and brightness tolerance
of the mask so that, for example, you

([ VIRTUAL MEMORY

Virtual memory is a way of fooling the operating
system into thinking it has just had a massive
memory upgrade, by turning unused disk space
into a kind of pseudo-RAM to be used alongside
the machine’s existing memory. Commercial
products like Outside can add up to 512Mb of this
virtual RAM, depending on available disk space
of course, to a 68030-based machine like the
Falcon as the processor has special properties
that support virtual memory.

DA’s Picture is even more useful. To enable
large images to be handled, it has its own virtual
memory driver which will work not only on the
68030 machines but on bog-standard STs too.
What's more, it will support up to 2Gb (that’'s
2,000Mb!) of extra memory so you can, in
theory, load and edit some pretty large images.
Qf this seems over the top, remember that an

W0
Ad-sized 24-bit image at 300 dpi resolution takes
up 24Mb of storage space in RAM or on hard
disk. If you're using an 8-bit mask and an undo
buffer, you would need at least 32Mb of RAM
just to start work!

In practice, however, it isn’'t quite so simple.
Chip RAM is dozens of times faster than even the
fastest hard drive, so the more virtual memory
you use, the slower the system becomes. DA’s
Picture offers optimum performance because it
tiles images in RAM and on disk, altering only
those tiles that are retouched or otherwise
edited. This means that the part of the image
you are working on is always stored in chip RAM,
speeding things up considerably.

Perhaps the best thing about the virtual
memory management is that you can still boot
up with all your system enhancements - accelera-
tors, replacement file selectors and so on - and
still load and edit full colour images. )

[_DAPict Inage Tosls Window Parsms

A brightness/contrast

light blue either throughout the
image or within a marked block.
Another aspect of masking is the
magic wand tool that masks colours
within a given tolerance range of
hue, saturation and brightness but
with reference to the area selected on
the image rather than a colour
chosen from the colour palette. For
example, the magic wand can be

control module has
recently been added
for those unfamiliar
with colour curves.

clicked on an area of colour in an
image and it will mask only that area

(within the tolerance limits specified)
but leave similar areas of colour

elsewhere in the image untouched.
Unfortunately only the HSB model is
supported for colour masking, which
is a shame if you're working in CMY
or RGB. Image colours can be altered
using the gradation curves although
these are a major disappointment
given the fact that DA’s Picture is
aimed at non-professionals too; the
colour curves are hard to get to grips
with.

Filters are another feature of
DA’s Picture and the range includes

professional retouching filters such as
sharpen, blur, invert, erode, add
noise and soften as well as the
more exotic types like Laplacien,
relief and contour, Each filter can be
applied with different settings and
there is also the facility to create and
save your own custom filters using a
five by five grid. It would be nice to
see a few more fun filters such as
pinch, motion blur and swirl but
there is every possibility that add-on
modules will appear in the near

can mask any areas that are mid to

[T ] STEP BY STEP GUIDE

Creating a vector path...

DOWN ON THE :r._.'”_put Inege Tools If.;:“;.- :;Tg = - ] Back in STe
[ Bl = ] DA'’s Picture has
; : e e | > excuses ready for
BEACH BT S R R 5, B e loading .TIF files
possibiel other sources. It can
While the recommended load IMG scanned
resolution appears to rule out | pics t:-onverted to
b
a standard ST with a colour format by Touch Up

monitor, Keith Berry decides
to see whether his low resolu-
tion STe set-up can achieve a |
decent result...

but only as uned-
itable masks...

Three full-width Blocks - small
Radials in upper two and a 90
Linear Radial in the lower one

Using the Block Tool and Color
Run - one of several useful modules

y - but we can
\ credte our own

supplied with the program — the | pictures, a task very
background for our colour picture different from Degas
was prepared using a high res screen. Elite! <Control><N>

3 invokes this New Ima

box - 640 by 400 pixel
is recommended (ST
high res or better) bu
standard low res is
possible...
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future. Colour runs or gradients are
another important feature. You can
remove backgrounds using the
powerful masking tools and replace
them with graduated colour fills in
either linear or radial mode.

One particularly innovative facility
is the vector path module. Vector
paths allow a level of precision to be
introduced that would be impossible
with mouse strokes or even a
graphics tablet. For example, you can
create a complex vector path from
lines and bézier curves, edit it into a
mask outline, and then use it to
guide a tool automatically.

If you have pasted a block onto
another image, you can create an
accurate vector path around the
block and then apply a tool such as
the water tool to the path to blend
the images together. Vector paths
can be edited as often as you like,
turned on and off, and even loaded
and saved in a format compatible
with DA’s Vector. This means, for
instance, that you can import and
add outline text to your images using
DA’s Vector.

VERDICT

DA’s Picture is the most impressive
piece of software |I've come across for
a while. It is capable of holding its
own with the best professional image
editing software on any platform, yet
it still remains easy to use and fun to

play with once the basics have been
learned. Unfortunately, with no
decent manual or tutorial and
German on-line help, that could take
a while.

There are some minor niggles
about the interface. The colour
curves might be easy for professionals
to handle but they are hardly helpful
for beginners, while the lack of an
immediately accessible palette (you
have to build up your own) is a
rather strange oversight. On the
whole, though, the comprehensive
range of tools and filters, coupled
with the excellent virtual memory
and all round usability of the
program, makes DA’s Picture the
most desirable creative package
around.

SUMMARY.

GOOD POINTS:
Modular design

Neat, high speed interface
Top nolch masking features
‘Excellent memory management

' BAD POINTS:
Poor colour manipulation

Inadequate import facilities
Lack of decent documentation

FINAL WORD:
“A tremendous leap forward for the
Atari— 0A’s Picture will put some of
the old masters to shame.”

PERFORMANGESSS OUERALL

vvvvvvvvvy

DOCUMENTATION v v vV vV v v
EFFECTIVENESS v v vV VVV VvV V

VALUEFORMONEY V' v vV V V V V V'

PRODUCT REVIEW DA's Picture
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drawing! To this
background the pen
on the left button
drew the islands and
trees while (but not
sirnultaneously!) the
airbrush on the right
button added reflec-
tions to the water.

Pen-drawn

beach wood and
airbrushed waves
completed this
picture. DA’s Picture
may not be the easiest
of programs to mas-
ter, but the results are
well worth the effort.

i . S - . 'vC.\:-:-_-_—-,.-..-_x_ ==

Save the picture as a TIFF and here it is in all its 24-bit

_ colour glory — this is the advantage of having a program
that works in full colour but adjusts its screen display

according to your set-up.
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The latest edition of our Public Domain &
Shareware Guide is now available.

Ohver 200 pages, with sereen shots and descriptions for hundreds of
disks of the very best in ST/STE & Falcon P.D. and Shareware.

B Loose Leaf Format
For Easy Updating

B Divided Into 11 Main
Reference Sections

B Complete With Card
Index Dividers

B Subscription Available For
Updates & Amendments

B Includes the STOS Source
Code Selection

Send for your copy today

Still Only

£2.95

Inclusive of UK Carriage

Discover why thousands of ST
users worldwide have, for over
eight years, chosen Goodmans for
all their Public Domain and
Shareware needs.

From only £1.45 per disk !!!

The Monulator
A remarkable piece of software
that allows you to run most high superb intros for your video tapes
res programs on a colour TV or using your existing Neo or Degas

Monitor. Pics.

Now Only £9.95 Only £14.95

Video Supreme
Top rated Video Titler. Create

Club Dominoes
Brilliant Dominoes Program
from INFOWorks.
Fully configurable to match
all levels of expertise.

Only £14.95

Computer Glossary
A disk based glossary of over
400 common computer
terminology words and their
meaning.

Only £5.95

BULK DISKS

ALL TOP GRADE PRODUCT
FULLY GUARANTEED

BRANDED DISKS

OUR OWN LABEL
PRESTIGE PLUS DISKS

Qty DD HD Qty DD HD
10 £4.95 £5.95 10 £5.95 £7.95
20 £8.95  £11.45 20 £11.45  £14.95
50 £21.95  £27.95 50 €795  £35.95

100 £37.95  £49.95 100 £49.95  £64.95

With our installed worldwide customer base. users already know we
are the ones to deal with for quality and service, therefore before you
send for any PD or Shareware, be sure to check out the Goodman
International Public Domain & Shareware Guide.

All prices include VAT & UK carriage

g o8 Goodmans (Dept STR)
@® 6 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Estate, Longton, —
Stoke-on-Trent ST3 1SW.

Tel: 0782 335650 Fax: 0782 316132

TECH TALK

The information
super highway...

communications by storm.

Unlike your local bulletin
board, the Internet knows no
bounds, geographically or other-
wise; it is simply unlimited.
Originally designed by the
American government as a
comms system that could with-
stand a doomsday scenario, it is
now utilised by millions of computer users around the globe.

There is no organising body in control of the Internet and it
is designed to be non-profit making. As a result, net users
enjoy what can only be described as an anarchy. There is a
true sense of freedom of expression; exchange of information
and opinions are key ingredients. Almost every writer in this
magazine can be reached via the Internet by sending an
electronic mail message. Many programmers of top applica-
tions and shareware programs are available and even the
White House can be accessed - Number 10 is behind the times
on this front...

There’'s a discussion area called Usenet with topics ranging
from computing to politics, philosophy to pet care. This
unique forum brings people from every corner of the globe
together to share knowledge or just argue about anything
and everything.

Another facet of the Internet are the FTP sites that are
normally located at major universities across the world.
Anyone can log onto their computer system and be granted
restricted access to files. ST owners are likely to find
thousands of public domain programs and utilities on these
sites. Included are FAQs, large text files containing Frequently
Asked Questions which are answered in detail by keen users
and programmers. These FAQs are updated regularly and are
again available to all users. Just imagine - everything you
wanted to know about GDOS, printer drivers and more...

The Internet is not all about computers. Some young bands
in America are experimenting with the concept of spreading
their music as “demoware”. You can download a sample from
their CD and play it back on your computer. When the Hubble
telescope was being repaired, an up-to-the-minute report
from NASA was being constantly updated and posted on the
net.

1 have no doubt that as time goes by this form of communi-
cation will have a major impact on the way information is
exchanged - sound, vision or full computer programs. There is
no way to control the exchange of data on the net, a fact that
is shadowing the whole issue of copyright and is concerning
key figures in the American government who are now trying
to define laws in order to control this flow of data. This is, of
course, impossible. An electronic mail message can contain a
few lines of text or megabytes of computer data - programs,
pictures, music or even film. The net handles millions of such
messages a day!

Whatever happens, the Internet is without a doubt an
interesting place to visit. All you need to take a ride on the
information super highway is a modem, a comms program
and an Internet access which is provided by various gateways
such as CIX and Demon UK at a modest fee,

I nternet is taking the world of

When not busy writing articles, making music or program-
ming his latest Voice Mail package for the Falcon, Ofir Gal

can be reached on the Internet as ogal@cix.compulink.co.uk.
ST Review is also available as streview@cix.compulink.co.uk.




Premier Programs For Your Atari

Inshape

Inshapes begins with the modeller, which has a variety of
tools such as spin, extrude, and a template editor. Many
built in primitives like cube, sphere, disc, cylinder, and tube
are also included. Models can be assembled from component
objects using up to 16 layers. Manipulationtools means an
object can be moved, rotated, scaled to an accuracy of
0.0001mm. A wide range of materials are provided including
metals, stones, plastic, wood, glass and sand. Many textures
are available from marble to multi coloured spots. Even
features such as bump mapping, image mapping, and waves
are possible. Models can be illuminated, positioned and
animated in the scene editor which in turn is your 3D world.

“A feature-packed modelling package that deserves to take
the market by storm.”
David Nilson. ST Review December 1993.

“It's the best there is.”
Clive Parker. ST Format February 1994.

DA’'s Vector and DA’s Vector Pro
The essential graphics, animation and presentation tool. =%
DA's vector is a colour vector graphics program for any

Atari ST(E)/TT and Falcon computer, with at least 2MB of memory.
Unfortunately, we don’t have sufficient space on this page to list
the 100's of features included, like the tracer, vectorpath editor,
3d extruder, vector morphing, keyframe animator,

graph and chart generator, picture converter,

colourfade generator, freehand bezier drawing, to

name but some of the features that combine to

make this program not so much

a tool as a fully equipped graphics workshop.

And now the best is getting better with DA's

Vector Professional’s added abilities. Phone for

further information, also details on the excellent

Tutorial which is now available.

“If we were to pick just one winner, without doubt this would be it.”
Atari ST User 1993 Awards.

DA_Pict Image Tools MWindow Params

DA’s Picture

The brief was simple: “Develop an image
retouching program with more power than
Retouche Professional and be easy to use.” The
result “DA’s Picture”.

DA's Picture is the most recent member to the
Digital Arts family of acclaimed products, and a
software/hardware bundle is available with the
Matrix Screeneye Digitiser.

DA's Picture Software £149.00 inc. VAT.

Please note that InShape requires a maths co-processor and works with an Atari TT or Falcon, priced at £149.00.

DA's Vector is £149.00 and DA's Vector Pro is scheduled to be approx £249.00. Chagall Limited is £149.00. The Tabby
Graphics Tablet is £49.95 and DigiTape Lite is on special offer at £99.00 with a copy of this advertisement, until May "94.
CGS ComputerBild may be contacted on 081 679 7307 for orders and further information, or write to us at:

231 Northborough Road, Norbury, London SW16 4TU.
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furnished. In fact, it's his old

office; the third floor of the
Atari offices in Slough is currently
unused as only 15 people remain at
Atari UK with less than 60 employees
throughout Europe. The rationalisa-
tion is almost complete with
companies offering only product
support.

Gleadow is General Manager of
Atari Europe making him the top
man outside the Atari Corporation in
the States. As such he is the only
person who can accurately sum up
the current situation. “Atar
Corporation has continued
rate the North American market
Europe,” explains Gleadow. “North
America is the focus of the launch of
the Jaguar and, unfortunately, we
can’t produce enough Jaguars this
year to satisfy demand in both
places. So the common objective is
to establish it in the USA in 1994,
Timing is important because we have
product advantage this year; there is
no other video game console which
is equivalent to Jaguar on technology
levels.

“We expect Sony to launch their
console in 1995 in Japan, 1996 in the
USA and 1997 in Europe. That means
that we can stay a year ahead of
them, if not two years ahead, by
launching in the USA in ‘94 and
Europe in ‘95."

This immediately clarifies the
stance on Jaguar; a nominal number

B ob Gleadow'’s office is sparsely

are likely to be seen in the UK in
1994 which is in keeping with the
latest news that there will not be a
UK launch per se - rather a trickle of
units through the year.

PAST PROBLEMS

Prior to 1993, Atari's European
operation consisted of a number of
largely autonomous organisations.
“We found that we had computers in
one country that needed screens
from another country

EXCLUSIVE » EXCLUSIVE » EXCLUSIVE » EXCLUSI

computer divisions”, clarifies
GCleadow, “into one aoperation.
Holland was chosen primarily because
they are the largest sea-port in Europe
but there was a tremendous amount
of customer resistance. There was a
significant cost increase in using inter-
national transport systems and we
also added a degree of confusion and
uncertainty to the marketplace by
using this route.”

The merging of companies left
Holland with a phenomenal
inventory of over

them says Gleadon iR uEamPetifion T G
with a wry smile. “As is Ph”fPs; Sony for why we are now

tries wished to work

t deal of
product-sharing - it was not unusual
to reach the end of a quarter and
find out that we'd lost 800 units of

sales in one country. The item that
would have made that happen sat in
another and the two wouldn't work

together.”

European borders also added to
the headache, and Atari made the
mistake of believing that the EEC
would solve this. Nice in theory but
unworkable in practise; a parcel
collected in Slough cannot be deliv-
ered quickly, cheaply and conve-
niently elsewhere in Europe other
than by expensive courier or air
freight. “We spent the last 18 months
trying to merge our European

ependently, there ferm, obsolete PCs..

hitting these shores
along with a number
of MegaSTEs and
SM124 monitors. With a grin,
Cleadow relates that: “I was surprised
to come across the fact that we had
something like 17,000 Motorola
68000 chips! Why?..."

CURRENT QUESTIONS

After the sale of the Atari factories
some years ago, the company does
not manufacture any items in-house
50 to speak. So what is being assem-
bled at the moment? With a nod of
his head, Gleadow elucidates: “The
Falcon hasn’t actually been out of
manufacture in Taiwan in the last
15 months and the ST has been in
and out of manufacture. We were

each of these coun- ana', in the short , seeing over 3,000 STs

As we move towards the middle of 1994, the question
on everyone’s lips is: “what is happening to Atari”.
Vic Lennard interviews the only man in Europe

who can answer this...

THE TRUTH
THE WHOLE
TRUTH...
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premature in deciding that the
machine was dead and now need to
manufacture another quantity
because we definitely have demand
for another 10,000 units in Europe in
the first half of this year. Actually, if
we actively pushed the product we'd
probably need that number in the UK
alone! We also put the TT back into
manufacture and built several thou-
sand of those between September
and November 1993."

It is an open secret that the devel-
opment of Atari system software,
such as TOS 5.0 and MultiTOS, has
been suspended. “What's happened
in the US is that the software team
has been transferred onto Jaguar, and
primarily onto the Jaguar CD
development system.” Gleadow
states. “Atari enjoy the unfortunate
reputation for sometimes being
delayed and the Jaguar CD is cur-
rently running late. We had hoped to
get the development system and
tools out around the fourth quarter
of 1993 but it’s now the end of
March 1994 and we are only just get-
ting the tools and systems out to
developers. So the TOS group,
including some guys from Europe,
have been forced into that as a
‘fire-fighting’ team.”

Estimates for the number of
Falcons sold have varied wildly,
but when prompted for a figure,
Gleadow's answer was surprising: “I
would say that sales are in the order
of 80,000 across Europe.” Will prices
continue to fall? “I'll have to take a
William Waldegrave position here!”
he laughs. “Even if we were, it
wouldn’t be in my best interests to
tell you!”

Many third-party designers have
remarked that a few tweaks would
bring the Falcon into the pro-user
marketplace - a faster, 32MHz
processor, line-level inputs and
outputs, slightly better video... “With
the exception of the slightly better
video, most of the maodifications
are available at the dealer level.”
interjects Gleadow. “There are a
couple of accelerator boards floating
around and although the 16-bit bus
is a genuine restriction, there is
certainly a Falcon design floating
around which does have a 32-bit
bus.” Is there a design with multiple
expansion ports? “Yes, but the corpo-
rate position is that there will be no
new computers until after we've
digested the launch and expansion of

imagination to Atari
our corporate bel
as open as possible because we know
that other people looking at them
will be able to enhance performance

It was always
ef to let systems be

in different areas. The

projects that they simply found too
difficult to complete. A video editing
suite is something that we would
love to see for the Falcon but there
are none that | am aware of that are
really imminent in

whole software thing TOS is not coming to market.
is that people use 7 “The management’s
their own imagina- necessarn'y ultimate decision is

tion and expertise to  axeflusive toa

squeeze the best pos-

sible performance. If Motorola pfafform.

we put a lock and key

that this Falcon
will do for now. It's

a good, robust

on that, we’d be killing creativity.
What many people have done with
the ST is to bend the rules and man-
age to optimise the performance of
their product with our hardware. Our
technical guys will say ‘they shouldn’t
have done that’, but the end user will
say ‘this is good!".”

Atari has recently licensed TOS for
the Medusa, a high-performance TT
clone. Gleadow accepted that a
similar arrangement could be made
with the Falcon from which, he
believes, the best is yet to come:
“Some software houses, especially on
the video side, set out with ambitious

machine, it's manu-
facturable — we don‘t need to risk
going through design changes. Let's
simply produce it and maintain its
position in the computer market.”

JAGUAR AND THE FUTURE

If the Jaguar succeeds, then there are
likely to be new resources for
development of Atari computers
but conversely, it might be argued
that if the Jaguar succeeds then why
bother with computers when the
obvious profit is in consoles and
their development? Enigmatically,
Gleadow replies: “The technological

FEATURE Bob Gleadow Interview

potential of Jaguar is
obviously far greater than
a single games machine...
there is a development
track for Jaguar whereby
the next product will be
CD-related. In adding CD,
we open up the user-faci-
lity to include music,
video, movies and bigger,
different games.

The whole industry is
now talking about interac-
tive multimedia as the
next broad-based market
opportunity; what is more
interactive than a key-
board? So just following
simple logic, Atari wishes
to expand the |aguar

| product and enter the
multimedia, interactive
| market, assuming we
want a product which has
educational and produc-
tivity potential — is it a

interactive multimedia
— ! video game system?”
There is no intention of a |Jaguar
hand-held games machine, but the
Lynx is certainly being pushed on the
back of the Jaguar. “With Lynx, we've
got to a stage where we have 80-
something software titles and now
have the opportunity that when we
go out and buy a licence for Jaguar,
we can add Lynx in. This will mean
that Lynx will be at the front
end of software releases. “enthuses
Gleadow. Currently, around 1,000
Jaguars are being manufactured per
day, a figure that will steadily
increase to 5,000 as the efficiency of
the manufacture of main chips
improves. This year, intended sales in
the States ranges between 700,000
and 900,000 units which is likely to
leave precious few for the European
market.

Can Atari offer any hope to
developers? “I admit that it is critical
as to when we involve developers in
what we’re doing next.” reasons
Cleadow. "I believe that in less than a
year we will be knocking on their
doors with a future project. But we
don’t want to talk about what we're
doing next..."”

computer or is it an .

Jaguar business. That's a corporate
decision driven by management of
existing resources.”

ATARI POLICY

It has been said that Atari often
creates very good hardware and then
leaves it to third-party developers to
effectively sell the product. Gleadow
disagrees: “There is no restriction of

around seven times
PowerPC 601!

When asked whether it i
continue to develop a
Glead ered: “Yes. As
ing system is user-frieng
consumer the oppot
Standardlsatl n

s p. Bob Brodie, Communications
Atari Corporation has said that: “We

 plans to add a Power PC, and frankly, |
w how we would maintain our price
ith that chip on board.” followed by
Yy nterested in that chipset [Pentium],
ing lo watch the computer side of




Dept STR, PO Box 273, Aberdeen, AB9 8SJ
Credit Card Orders Only Tel/Fax: 0224 312756
Technical Helpline Tel/Fax: 0224 586208
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OVER 2,800 DISKS OF QUALITY PUBLIC DOMAIN AND SHAREWARE for the ST, STE and FALCON
Both our ST alcon catalogues are currently the most comprehensive available from any supplier. They are disk based and simple to use. They have
i tacility and can output to printer if required. Floppyshop are also distributors of the Budgie UK Licenseware range. For a free copy of
¢ disk. send us a blank disk with a note of your name and address, stating whether you require the ST or Falcon catalogue. Alternatively
send 2 Cheque or PO for 80p and we'll supply the disk. Please make Cheque or PO (UK currency only) payable to Floppyshop. Major Credit
“ards welcome. UK Postage FREE. Overseas Postage to: Europe £1.00 per order, Rest of World 10% of order value (min charge £2.00).

GEM - View 3 - The Ultimate Graphic Conversion Utility

lengthy correspondence with Dieter Fiebelkorn, author of GEM-View. Floppyshop are now the official UK distributor for the unregistered version
of the mew modular GEM-View 3. It is the most comprehensive picture conversion utility available, reading around 40 different file formats from the
ST. Amiga, Macintosh, PC, Sun and others. Pictures may be saved in IMG, ESM, GIF. IFF, BMP, TGA or TIFF formats. The good news for UK users is
that GEM-View may now be registered in the UK. The latest unregistered version of GEM-View (presently v3.02) will always be available directly from
Floppyshop. GEM-View 3 is on ART.3485 and is at a special price of £2.00 or £2.50 including a copy of our catalogue (please state ST or Falcon).

Family Roate Eavy Text Prafessconal Vector

Family Roots is an invaluable aid to both professional and amateur ~ This is an easy to use fully featured Deskiop Publishing package for the Atari ST/E.
genealogists. It is designed around an integrated workbench which TT & Falcon. It lets you create your own newsletters, brochures, business
allows you to create your family tree graphically on the screen by  stationery. notices etc. It produces truly professional results with virtually all
linking directly between the individuals. What the Press have said printers and comes complete with a 134 page fully illustrated manual. Easy Text
about Family Roots: “Certainly more than you'll ever need. unless Pro Vector requires at least 2 meg of memory and a hard drive or 2.5 meg of
you manage to trace your relatives back to Fred and Wilma memory if you don’t have a hard drive. SpeedoGDOS is also required but is NOT
Flintstone™ — Atari ST User. “All in all, the best genealogy supplied. Easy Text Pro Vector costs ONLY £35.95. If you don’t have
program available for the ST and well worth the money if you are  SpeedoGDOS, why not get Easy Text Pro instead for ONLY £29.95. It is almost
considering tracing your family” — ST Format. Family Roots costs  identical to the Vector version, except that it runs on a 1 meg machine and uses
ONLY £24.95 (demo disk £1.00). UK postage free, please add standard GDOS fonts (a number of which are included) instead. Overseas customers
£1.50 for Europe or £3.00 for rest of World. please add £2 Europe or £4 Rest of World, for either product.

The Beginners Guide To STOS Basic
This complete programming course for the Atari ST/STE comprises of a 618 page manual and 2 DS/DD disks. It introduces the reader to STOS Basic
and takes the newcomer from basic principles through to the development of complete programs. It includes 190 programming examples and guides you
through the creation of games, a complete art package. various educational packages and numerous business utilities. The Beginners Guide To STOS
Basic costs £29.95 + P&P (UK £3, Europe & Eire £5, Rest Of World £10). COURSE DOES NOT INCLUDE STOS BASIC,
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COLOUR KITS for MONO PRINTERS

paper alignment is automatic, you do not have to manually align. PRINTS AS GOOD AS COLOUR
PRINTER. If your printer is not listed below please phone. Atan FlexiKolor kits for Star LC10, LC20, all Star
24 Pin. Panasonic 1080/81/1123/1124, Epson FX80, LQ100, LQ400, LQSN0 etc. Citizen 120D+, NEC Pé, Po+,
Seikosha 1900+. Please note colour kits come complete with coloured ribbons. COMPLETE KIT £39.95

PRINTER RIBBONS

Don't throw away your plastic printer ribbon cases
when the ribbon wears out. Just take the top off,
take out the old ribbon and reload it with a new
one. It's simple. Full instructions supplied. Black
reloads from as little as 99p each.

CoOLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS

Reloads for:-
Star LC200 9 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink)

1 Reload - £5.99...........5 Reloads - £23.95
Star 24 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink)

1 Reload - £6.99..........5 Reloads - £29.95
Citizen Swift 4 Colour (Normal Ink)

1 Reload - £6.99 5 Reloads - £29.95

Ever wished you'd bought a colour printer instead of a mono one? Wouldn't it be nice to print out pictures in
cotour? Now you can with Atari "FlexiKolor Kit'. Each Atari FlexiKolor kit comes complete with everything
you need fo print in colour, including superb software, The colour kit is simple to use, the ribbons fit exactly
the same way as your black ribbons so it will not affect your guarantee. Also on all models listed below

FLEXIDUMP PLUS 2 B T-SHirT PRINTING RIBBONS

THE COLOUR SOFTWARE FOR YOUR COLOUR PRINTER PRINT ON NORMAL PAPER IRON ON T-SHIRT

* Total colour control 4 Colour Citizen Swift
* Balance control for picture enhancement 4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload)..
* Select area to be printed 4 Colour Star LC10........
* Select size to be printed 4 Colour Star LC2009 Pin
* Page control 4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin (Reload)
* Colour sieve 4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin.
* Ink cotrection 4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload)
* Automatic poster mode for larger than A4 4 Colour Seikosha SL95
* Gamma correction (fully adjustable and saveable) 4 Colour b_‘f”_*mhﬂ,? L95 (Reload)
* Spooler for colour letterheads ete I Colour Citizen 120D/Swift

* Multiple copy control I Colour Star LC10........
% Colotr correction 1 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin.

* Colour/mono catalogue function

* Imports a large range of file types mcluding (IMG)
larger than screen size, tiny, Spectrum 512, IFF, Degas, Neo, IFF
{Amiga), HAM (Amiga) yes vou can even print Amiga pics.

* Colour separation (Print colour on your Bubble Jet)

* Dot pattern control

* Pattern rotate

* Ideal for T-shirt printing

* Now with 'smooth’ control, get rid of those jagged edges.

* Large range of dithering (dot pattern) modes.

* Run in any resolution, view, manipulate and print in any other
resolution

* Colour catalogue function will print a miniature of each picture
configurable between 1 to 8 across

* Will drive 9 or 24 pin Star, Citizen Swift, Panasonic, NEC,
Epson, Canon etc. The colour pictures possible with this new
version will astound you.

STILL ONLY £39.95 inc

UPGRADE FLEXIDUMP PLUS TO FLEXIDUMP
PLUS 2,
ONLY £11.95 inc. RETURN MASTER DISKS
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1 Colour all Star 24 Pin
1 Colour Epson FX80/LQ400/MX80
1 Colour Epson LX80
1 Colour Epson FX100 z
1 Colour Panasonic KXP 1080,
1 Colour Taxan/Canon 1080A....
Heat transfer Pens 5 large red /orange/

blue, Large pens have a marker size nib £14.95 a set
Heat transfer Pens 5 small red /arange/ yellow / green/
blue, Small pens have a fine nib £12.95 a set
HP DESKJET (T-Shirt Printing Ink) black refill .. £14.95
HP DESKJET (T-Shirt Printing Ink) tri colour refill ....£39.95
"TRANSFERLAQ" for putting prints onto ceramic, glass,
aluminium etc. (for use with T-Shirt ribbons and inks) .£14.95

How to order: Enclose cht‘qlleh:']’t)—ma“]v payable to:
CARE ELECTRONICS or use Access/Visa
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE

- Order Line 0923 894064
'CARE ELECTRONICS

| Dept STR, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, |
| Watford, Herts, WD2 6JN. E
Tel: 0923 894064 Fax: 0923 672102

Panasonic KXP2180/2123 4 Colour (Normal Ink)

1 Reload - £6.99., .5 Reloads - £29.95
Seikosha 5195 4 Colour (Normal In

1 Reload - £6.99........... 5 Reloads - £29.95
Ink ribbons also available in Gold, Silver, Magenta,
Orange, Purple, Brown, Green, Blue, Red for a wide
range of printers.
Special re-ink for Panasonic _ﬁ)rinters, Star LC200 9-pin,
Epson LQ100 black bottle will re-ink 100+ ribbons ....£9.95

No MEss INK REFILLS FOR HP DESKJET

PAINTJET AND CANON BUBBLEJETS

"CARE THREE PACK" will refill HP51608A Cartridge 3
times. The Canon BC-01/5J48 Cartridge 3 times. Three
Pack available in Yellow, Magenta, Cvan, Red, Blue,
Green, Brown, Purple, Black £14.98 each.
"TRI-COLOUR PACK" 3 refills of Yellow, Magenta and
Cyvan £17.95.

"CARE SIX PACK" will refill HP51608A Cartridge 6
times. The Canon BC/01 Cartridge 6 times.

6 PURE BLACK REFILLS ONLY £24.95
Please state type when ordering




Our cover disk has Atari’s
XControl and 22 CPX modules!
Mike Robinson explains all...

known as XControl. This utility is now gaining popularity, mainly due to

A t the end of last year, Atari updated its eXtensible Control Panel, better
the increased third-party support from German programmers.

WHAT IS XCONTROL?

In an attempt to alleviate the desk accessory limit of six programs, Atari created
the eXtensible Control Panel which uses a modular approach. The panel can be
run as a stand-alone program, but in most cases is used as a desk accessory. It
can load an unlimited number of modules ranging from simple configuration
tools to calculators, calendars and even a BASIC interpreter. Memory require-
ments are minimal as the modules can be loaded as and when required;
XControl itself uses little more than 40Kb of RAM, a price well worth
paying for such flexibility.

ST REVIEW’S TOP
TEN MODULES"

HD FREE

Public Domain ®
Michael Fordermeir

This CPX displays free memory
and disk space via a simple graph.
Click on any drive to get more info or
on the memory bar to display free

CONTROL PANEL

) GMOSTBYTE 1332

MEM-FREE ¢4 3

disk space and memory.

standard way of displaying date and

memory. time formats. A growing number of
programs supports this, including
IDT STraight FAX! by the same author.
This CPX allows you to globally set
Freeware ® the format you prefer; programs that

support this facility will then display
the date and time accordingly.
Simply select your preferences and
click on “Save”.

Charles Smeton

International Date and Time has
recently been set by Atari as a

IN CONTROL

CONTROL PANEL
IDT Cookie Configuration

01993 NewSTar Technolosy Management

¥Y/Mn/ DD
Date Separator:

12 Hour i

Date Order:

IDT - lets you select the date
and time display format.

FORMAT

Freeware ®
Dietmar Rabich

Use this CPX module to format
single, double and high-density disks
at any time. You can choose a normal
or extended format as well as disable
verify to speed up the formatting
procedure — you can even label the
disk! Select your options and click on
“OK" to start formatting. Preferences
can also be saved.

FEATURE Atari Control Panel

HARDWARE INFO

Freeware ®
Dieter Fiebelkorn

This module is mainly for program-
mers. It allows you to peek into the
system and get information about
the OS, system variables and more.
The module works by loading a user-
configurable file called SYSTEM.INF
which contains a list of memory
addresses to read. To get started,
click on the path button and select
the configuration file. Then, click on
the blank button to choose the mem-
ory area to read.

SHOW COOKIES

Freeware ®
Dieter Fiebelkorn

Many Auto folder programs install
additional system features and
indicate this by using a special flag in
the system called a “cookie”. This

CONTROL PRANEL

Drive:

AT T
Format:

Sides:

Name :

Format - no
more having

0K )| cancet || Save [

to quit back
to the

desktop...

INSTALLING XCONTROL

To use XControl, you'll need to create a folder and place all the CPX modules
inside it. Open STREVIEW.CPX, copy XCONTROL.ACC to your boot disk and
create a folder called CPX. Now open the two folders, ATARIOWN.CPX and
TOP_TEN.CPX, and copy all the files into your CPX folder.

Reboot the system and select the Control Panel from the Desk menu. Click
on the Options button to reveal the pop-up menu. Now select Setup from

button (as shown in figure 1) to load the CPX modules. The other button can
be used to enable or disable individual modules.

CPX modules can be loaded into memory which has the advantage of
quicker access, especially on a floppy-based system. Alternatively, modules
may be loaded as required, so saving memory. Each module is configured
independently, so some can be memory resident and others loaded when

that menu and click below the ;
CPX Directory Path to set the
path where XControl will search
for its modules. This is simply a
case of navigating the file selector
into the CPX folder and clicking
on “OK". Lastly, click on the

~ CONTROL PANEL
18

CPH Directory Path

needed. The Configure CPX, as in

0 CONTROL PANEL figure 2, lets you determine this

& Printer Set llrl|_ _ |ofd and the appearance of each CPX;
3 simply double-click on it and

CPH Options scroll through the various CPX

et Colore T T modules to change their settings.

[c] 18 [o]

lcon Color:

Figure 1: XControl's Setup
dialogue box. The selected
button is used to manually
load the modules.

@l C:\CPH\# . CPH_

RAN Resident: 0

%

Figure 2: the Configuration
CPX lets you customise
individual modules.
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Hardware Info - a quick peek
into the system...

simple module lets you check the
contents of the cookie “jar”.

FILE INFO

Freeware @
Dieter Fiebelkorn

This can be very useful. You can
change file attributes such as write-
protecting a file, create a folder,
rename files and more. To select a
file, click on the blank file name field
and select the file with the file
selector. You can then change its
attributes, rename it, copy or move
the file. The Actions button reveals a
pop-up menu displaying the various
functions.

If the file is a program or desk
accessory, you can also set the
program flags. Most users should
only be concerned with the Fastload
flag, which enables the faster loading
routines available from TOS 1.04
onwards. The other two options only
apply to TT owners.

=] CONTROL PANEL
i dec oct

ASCII Table - a quick converter
for the programmer.

ASCII TABLE

Freeware ®

Dietmar Rabich

A simple-to-use CPX that offers a
quick conversion table between char-
acters and their ASCIl values. It can

Calculator - a
versatile number-
cruncher with
keyboard shortcuts.

THE ATARI PACKAGE

Atari supply several modules with XControl which are mainly designed to configure the system:

Background Colour: for setting the background colour of objects - TOS 4 and MultiTOS only.

Clipbrd Manager: use this to set the path for the clipboard, supported by a growing number of applications.
Colour Setup: configures the colour palette.

Configure CPXs: set the appearance and status of CPXs.

Sound Setup: configure the sound system on STE, TT and Falcon computers.
General Setup: set keyboard speed, click, bell and double-click sensitivity.
Modem Setup: for baud rates, port selection and other comms settings.
Printer Setup: configure the printer port — only applies to the <Alt><Help> screen dump facility.
Environment Path: sets the environment variables — only works under MultiTOS and Geneva.
Submenu Setup: sets sub menu response for Falcon and MultiTOS.
Window Colours: each window element can be assigned a different colour or monochrome pattern.

CONTROL PANEL

Calendar — a
month-at-a-glance
is available at
any time...

also be used to convert between
hexadecimal, decimal, binary and
octal numbers,

CALENDAR

Freeware ®
Dietmar Rabich

Another simple utility that displays a
monthly calendar. The two sliders let
you scroll back and forward. One
slider changes the month, the other
changes the year. Note that this does
not change the system clock but sim-
ply allows you to browse through the
calendar.

CALCULATOR

Shareware ®

T. Dix/Q. Teuber

A comprehensive calculator with sup-
port for floating point calculation,
square root, hexadecimal, octal and
binary systems and even memory. All
buttons can be accessed with the
mouse and most have keyboard
shortcuts. Use the numeric keypad
for standard computations. The
<Return> key is the shortcut for the

File Info
CONTROL PANEL e sirien
File Info & Set Program Flags [} /'e»aility
(c) 771371991 by Dieter Fiebelkorn ;0:‘::'2““"3
0 S,
File : HBASIC .PRG 118130 [§ moving,
3/12/1994 ] 3:04:46 § Actions Bl of) aseting
[ ] Read Only files...
[ ] Hidden Fas jload
[ ] Systen [ ] TT-Ram(Men)
Archive [] TT-Ran(Prg)
| Save | 0K | Cancel |

equals button and the <space bar>
clears the numeric field. This pro-
gram is shareware with a modest fee
of 20 DM (about £9). Registration
details can be revealed by clicking
once on the numeric display field.

FREEMEM

Freeware ®

Roman Hodek

This clever module displays total free
memory. It recognises TT-RAM and
even shows memory fragmentation,
s0 you can see where the system
memory has gone. A useful utility
especially when running a multi-
tasking system.

DOUBLE
DEUTSCH...

Many CPX modules
originate in Germany so
it is useful to know

some commonly used

German terms...
Abbruch: Cancel, abort.
Sichern: Save.
Lochen: Delete.
Rechner: Calculator.

T,
T

of CONTROL PANEL

Set System Clipboard Path

Ed:

Options

Clipboard Manager
- Atari’s CPX allows
you to set the clip-
board path at boot
time for transfer

of data between
programs.
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Issue 2 Out Now!

The ONLY Magazine dedicated to
ATARI PUBLIC DOMAIN & SHAREWARE!
Featuring:

Interview with Dave Cobbledick, Calamus,
world famous Sci-Fi artist David A. Hardy,
low down onWizard PD, Nebula Entertainment,
& much, much more!

All this Plus a
A MASSIVE 10 PROGRAM

Cover Disk

Crammed full of PD & Shareware
ONLY £2.50 including P+P
available from participating PD Libraries
or direct from:

Wright & Hayes Graphics

1 Fordhouse Lane, Stirchley, Birminghamn B30 2NH.
(Please make cheques payable to Wright & Hayes Graphics)

Not available in the shops!

elligent graphics
> memory sharin

itinto the
ter the system
2 and yet it is
eeds.

operating system, which provi d e

There are already a number of commercial progra
_ and a good range of PD software

Tate Contral

AVAILABLE
IN3
VERSIONS

S

DEMONSTRATION DISK AVAILABLE

Upgrade available for registered users.

SkarpSzone is the ultimate publishing system
for music. It is the only
professional product of its kind for the Atari ST
and Falcon, and it is used by musicians,
composers, orchestras, copyists and publishers.

Unlike other packages, SharpScore is based
around the page layout, for complete control of the
final result in the highest quality. You have
complete control over spacing, text fonts, note
beaming, line thicknesses, and a variety of other
parameters. It is powerful to use, but incredibly
easy to learn.

This new version of the program incorporates
many new powerful editing functions, Automated
Part Extraction, optional Automated Note
Beaming, larger symbol repertoire, extended chord
window facility, real time entry from a MIDI
keyboard, playback of scores, graphics functions
import and export and MIDI file import and
export. This allows the transfer of files from
sequencer packages for typesetting and printing.

For more details, a demonstration disk and
example printouts, or to place an order, contact:

Take Countrol
Institute of Research & Development
University of Birmingham Research Park
Vincent Drive, Birmingham B15 25Q, U K.
Tel. 021 415 4155 - Fax. 021 415 4156
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Product:
Vidi ST (12)
Company:

Rombo

Contact:

0506 414631
Price:
£149.95

SYSTEM
Memory:
- 1Mh
Resolution:
Any
Computer:
Any

HiSoft's
VideoMaster is
the closest
competition
with different
versions for
the ST and Falcon. It displays
moving video with 16 colours
(64 on the Falcon) but at 160
by 100 pixels. Colour stills can
grabbed with up to 512
colours (32,768 on the Falcon)
and saved in Spectrum or .IFF
formats (TruePaint on the
Falcon), provided you have
the optional extra, a colour
splitter. It supports simul-
taneous audio and full motion
video sampled at up to 25
frames a second and, on a 4
Mb machine, you can store

up to 500 frames (200 on

the Falcon) in memory. The
quality of the stills isn't quite
as good, despite the extra
colours on the Falcon

version, but the extra bells
and whistles — like real-time
recording of motion video -
open up many more
possibilities.

34

he latest crop of Falcon-only
Tproducis can come as little

comfort to died in the wool ST
owners with no designs on upgrad-
ing to Atari's true colour beast. So it's
a pleasant change to come across
some hardware that is equally at
home on any Atari. Rombo's Vidi 5T
(12) is a relatively simple video
digitiser with some interesting
software. Unlike HiSoft’s VideoMaster,
Vidi ST can’t actually store sequences
of moving video as such, although
consecutive frames can be grabbed
one at a time to produce a short
sequence. However, it does allow
you to grab individual frames quickly
and easily, converting them to any
desired resolution or colour depth —
even on an ordinary ST.

Vidi ST is contained inside a grey
coloured plastic box about four
inches square which plugs directly
into the ST or Falcon cartridge port.
Twao different video input sackets are
present: a standard phono connector
and the more upmarket S-Video.
Two dials, for altering brightness and
scan width if necessary, are accessible
only with a small screw driver and no
external power supply is required.
One neat and compact unit.

The system requirements are any
ST, STE or Falcon with a colour
monitor. ST owners will be able to
manage with 1Mb of RAM though
2Mb is recommended if you intend

SMASHING
RABBER?

Maurice Collins looks at Rombo’s
VidiST (12), a digitiser for both ST
and Falcon owners...

Grab HMix

Edit Anim Vidi

RGE.

Default folder
File format...
Save Prefs

to do anything at all significant. On
a Falcon, 4Mb is essential if you
want to use a colour mode and
load images bigger than postage
stamps!

Clearly the capabilities of your
machine will be important. On an
ordinary ST you can’t see more than
16 colours at a time on-screen from a
total palette of 512 colours. On an
STE things are slightly better; you get
a palette of over 4,000 colours but
still only 16 on-screen. The Spectrum
512 image format is one answer —
— this original art package

—Uidi_ File Grab i it Anin :
used some clever coding to
Llﬂix Preferences: fool the human eye into
[Tores] Wil (ifec | thinking more colours
: : S — were being shown at once
| nterlac verscan g
i e and there are plenty of util-

Palette:

v Error _diffusion |

Colours:

Setting the mixer
preferences in GEM
mode.

23T a] [Xe )i | 296

...../"—
e : (

ities around that will dis-
play Spectrum pictures

B “Emr Grab Control Fanel Fuﬂdaﬂn

Grabbing an image is EER | Jmowo [ AUTO r r |
very straightforward with |—'*— Ss:)cL J’Qj““‘“' “BELE S| ik

Vidi ST - here’s the office |cerouzer) jarsen __ooe {4 I | —=ome

up at ST Review... |L2005we)|_ jetue WIOFRAiESH ¥ ¢ ¢ ti] oo )

ST's
GEM
mode.

with up to 512 colours. Luckily, Vidi
ST will digitise colour images and
save them in Spectrum format so
even ST owners will be able to see
the results of their handiwork. In fact,
you can even save images with up to
4,096 colours on an ST/STE, though
you won’t be able to see all the
colours without a colour graphics
card or a Falcon.

GETTING READY

The software comes on a single disk
and is easy to install and use. it works
in two modes: a familiar GEM mode
for loading, viewing and saving files,
and a non-GEM mode for handling
video input and editing the images.
In the former mode you have full
access to desk accessories and the
drop-down menu bar, and the
images are stored in a resizable
window. Unfortunately only one
window can be opened at any one
time.

The non-GEM mode displays a
movable panel that takes up a third
of the screen and offers access to four
different types of operation: grab,
mix, edit and carousel. The grab
screen provides a simple way of
watching the video input which
appears behind the control panel and
at the same time offers an easy way
to grab stills by simply clicking on the



Mix Control Panel

The mixing
screen where
colour grabs
can be split
into their
red, green
and blue
components.

Vidi ST has
some useful

N =l | =20x200 =] 15 coL |
=

filters

,, __|H1GH REs [T DEFRULT FAL. MI including

EDIT || JINTERLACE __ |OPTIMAL FAL. Sharpen, as
CARDUSEL||_ |OVERSCAN  _  |FREEZE F IEW | being used
LoAD| zAVE||_ [PAL [ erroR JNDO here.

grab button. The brightness and
contrast can be controlled from this
screen too, reducing the need to
fiddle with the hardware.

IN MOTION

Motion video is displayed full screen
(320 by 200 pixels) but only in 16
shades of grey, even on the Falcon.
This isn’t particularly inspiring and
the image also tends to be rather
dark, requiring brightness to be
turned up fully. Even some fiddling
with the adjustment screw didn’t
entirely alleviate the problem. Colour
stills have to be captured in three
goes, as red, green and blue compo-
nents, and as a result take up a fair
amount of memory. Even on a 4Mb
machine, it may not be possible to
have more than three or four colour
images if they’re of any size. Various
image sizes can be specified includ-
ing the overscan mode of 768 by 480
pixels.

Vidi 5T is very sensitive to noise
and on some cameras and videos it
may refuse to recognise a paused or
frozen image. A telephone call to
Rombo produced no answer to this
problem, which was experienced

|.& SEL
LOAD] SAVE]|

then split into red, green and blue
elements in the same way as digit
stills. This RGB “triple” can then be
remixed to any desired resolution or
colour depth, but there are clearly
limitations. You can’t load a
16-colour Degas pic and expect to
turn it into a 24-bit TIFF. Well you
can actually, but it will still look like a
16-colour Degas pic! One odd
omission is the lack of any facilities
for turning an image into a greyscale
— an essential feature for those want-
ing to print the image to paper or
include it in DTP documents.

The editing desk offers a variety of
filters including the common ones
like contrast, brightness, gamma,
colour balance and sharpening
plus more imaginative ones like
pixelisation, negative, quantisa-
tion, median, emboss and
convolution, a kind of DIY filter

ol effect. Each filter has various

| options and levels too, so
! there's plenty to play with.

\ GET ANIMATED

The carousel is the animation
mode. Up to twelve frames can
be viewed at a time in the

on a good quality Sony 8mm
camcorder. A call to Sony was more
productive; the answer is to use the
long play/record feature found on
most models of camera and VCR as
there is no noise band between
consecutive frames, although this
does tend to spoil the picture quality
to some extent. If you're using the
S-video input or a VCR equipped with
digital freeze frame facilities, you
shouldn’t experience difficulty.

MIXING ‘N’ EDITING

Next comes the mixing panel. The
Vidi ST software allows any existing
image to be loaded from disk and

The difference
between a 16-
colour Degas
image and a
512-colour
Spectrum file

— those extra
colours give life
to digitised stills.

One plug-in-and-go cartridge...

A digitised true colour image,
courtesy of Vidi ST.

PRODUCT REVIEW Vidi ST

visible part of the screen behind the
control panel though the frames take
up quite a lot of memory and a 4Mb
machine can store less than 50 of

Playing them back in
ce is a close approximation to
video, especially at speeds of
25 to 33 frames a second. Such ani-
mations - I'd hesitate to call them
video clips because it's very hard to
grab consecutive frames - can
be saved in the proprietary .ANM
format.

Images can be loaded and saved
in ten formats: two t of .IFF, two
types of Spectrum 512 (compressed
and uncompressed), Degas uncom-
pressed, Neochrome, Windows
.BMP, TIFF, Art Director and .IMG
which makes the software quite use-
ful for conversion.

motior

VERDICT

In all, Vidi ST is a competent
package but it's not the all-round
performer of much cheaper, com-
peting products like HiSoft's
VideoMaster.

It lacks any audio features, is poor
at actually grabbing film sequences
and doesn’t support sufficient
colours on-screen to make it
much of a worth-
while purchase for
Falcon owners.
The quality of the
digitised stills is
remarkably good,
though, and while
the special effects
filters are oddly

out of place
in a digitising
program, they

provide a useful
bonus, along with
the mixing facili-
ties and support
for different image
formats.

MMARY
GOOD POINTS:
Good guality stills

Useful conversion and
special effects features

- Allpws ST owners to digitise
Jdmages with more than 16 colours

BAD POINTS:
Poor mation video support

Fussy about some video signals

FINAL WORD:
“Rombo’s Vidi 8T is great for grabbing
still images from video but offers little

in the moving picture department.”

PERFORMANGESSS—— 0UERALL

EASE OF USE

VVvvvvvyvy

DOCUMENTATION v vV VvV V
EFFECTIVENESS Vv VvV VVVV

VALUE FORMONEY vV v v v vV vV vV
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GEMBench o]

GEABench

clearly shows

File Test @Sptions

FECECINCE ] &l

how the Power  [=1C
Up 2 upgrade | {7
compares with |

Te
EER Dislog Bow:

pel Text:

a standard P01 Temt Effects:

Falcon. While sO1 Small Tewt:

¥Dl Graphics:
the integer GER Uindou:
division test is

Float Math:
twice as fast, RAR Access:
ROR Access:
other tests are | BUitting:
not as promis- Ul Scroll:
Justified Tent:
ing due to the 01 Enquire:

Falcon's slow New Dialogs:

81— Tine |-{Ratio | {Statistics ‘|—|

Integer Division:

B8.955 185% | Display: 1M1z
8.588 189% | | cPu: 149%
1.088 114% I
8.625 115% Average:  118% |
2.258 1585% e —— 1
1.365 186% —

1.585 280% ‘[@—'
8.325 1ax User Sets ::] |
1.915 125% |
1.918 125% | Hone |
1.155 183% |

1.548 182x |
2.875 11 |
1.825 118

2.165  109% |

TMEMOTY Access.

WARNING!

Opening up your Falcon
invalidates your warranty.
Unless you are certain of
your own abilities, it is
recommended that the
following modification be
carried out by a specialist.

Product:
Power Up 2
Company:
System Solutions
Contact:
081-693 3355
Price:
£59.95

SYSTEM
Minimum Memory:
- 1Mb
Resolutlon:
Any
Computer:
Falcon only

s you all know, no computer is
Aever fast enough. While the
Falcon is over three times faster
than the ST, when running in colour
modes it can be annoyingly slow.
The first Falcon accelerator to arrive
on the scene was GE-Soft’s Eagle
Sonic board which initially showed
promise, but only managed to
produce a 20% speed increase at a
cost of some £200.
System Solutions are now offering
a low cost solution. Power Up 2 gives
the same performance as the Eagle
Sonic at a fraction of the cost. Unlike
the Eagle board it does not occupy
the processor slot which can still be
used for a PC emulator.

WHAT YOU GET

Power Up 2 originates in Germany,
where most decent Falcon items
seem to come from these days, and
comprises a single red module with
several wires attached. The module
itself contains an oscillator which is
used to double the speed of the
existing processor. The device
exploits the fact that most 16MHz
68030 processors can run at 32MHz
without difficulty.

Installation is comparatively simple
as long as you can handle a soldering
iron and is shown in detail to the
right. A hardware switch is provided
allowing you to switch between 16
and 32MHz at any time as well as an
LED indicator that lights when
running at double speed.

DIVING IN

The installation involves disassem-
bling the Falcon and removing the
power supply and floppy drive. One
minute surface-mounted resistor has
to be removed from the mother-
board and the Power Up 2 placed in
a convenient spot. Each of the 8
wires has to be soldered to a different

LET'S GET PRACTICAL

Rather than just giving meaningless statistics, we also ran a
series of real-world tests. The results of our limited evaluation
showed an overall improvement of about 14% - enough to
actually feel the difference.

Test

Studio Photo — Load TIFF

Studio Photo — JPEG Export
GEMView— load and dither TIFF
Calligrapher — scroll a long file
Everest — scroll a file

HiSoft BASIC — compile

LZH - Pack a number of files

WER UP:

16MHz 32MHz

pr 16
26 20
64

9 8
12 11
69 62
47 44

Fancy getting a little extra
performance out of your Falcon?
Ofir Gal examines an upgrade that
gives change out of £60...

point on the board to provide power
to the unit and, of course, to feed the
system its faster clock.

LIMITATIONS

The board is very simple and does
not utilise a data or instruction cache
as used in most ST accelerators and
in the MegaSTE. This means that the
increase in performance is limited by
the rather slow Falcon memory
access. This, coupled with the
way the video hardware accesses
memory, is the main obstacle in
achieving a high degree of accelera-
tion. The only solution, which is not
offered by Power Up 2, is to install
additional memory which the proces-
sor can then access at much faster
rates. This method is used on the
Mighty Eagle which carries a price
tag approaching £300, excluding the
memory. In addition, programs like
Cubase Audio are unable to utilise this
extra memory.

PERFORMANCE

With Power Up 2 installed, the Falcon
boots and performs about 20% faster
than previously. While some

PERFORMANGESS——
VYV VYV

EASE OF USE
DOCUMENTATION NA

operations such as text scrolling are
hardly improved, others are
improved by as much as 50%. In
general use the system feels a little
faster. Unlike screen accelerators such
as NVDI or Warp9, this is true CPU
acceleration — the system is actually
running faster including disk access,
document formatting and source
code compilation.

The hardware switch allows you to
switch between 16 and 32MHz at
any time quite reliably, although try-
ing to switch speeds back and forth
too quickly can result in a crash.
Other than that, the system is rock
solid with no unexplained crashes or
other side effects.

VERDICT

As far as Falcon accelerators go, this
product has no competition. At only
£59.95 it provides the same accelera-
tion as products costing three times
as much.

Is it worth it? Look at the figures
and decide! The product is well
made, carries the System Solutions
stamp of approval and should be
seriously considered by all Falcon
owners.

OVERALL

EFFECTIVENESS Vv v VvV VvV VY

VALUE FORMONEY v v v v v v V' V

w



PRODUCT REVIEW Falcon 32MHz Accelerator

5

[T ) STEP BY STEP BUIDE -

DOWN TO THE BARE BONES s core
The first part of the installation involves disassembling fo the po
the Falcon - just like this... snd e
power
/ | Remove the screws The same
| in the square holes | the floppy d
at the back of the which is attached ¢
A A o5 Falcon. Then turn the the board with th
machine over and ::t"ﬁxu “’b::-; ﬁ;_":d
= remove the grey plastic of the
top. Next, discorfnect | Falcon case.
r e the keyboard from the
_'- b motherboard and Pl Thelast
remove it, step is to
remove the
main shield
The top shield- - take care as
ing panel must it has very
also be put aside. sharp edges.
Remove the screws It's attached
and lift away the to the board
shield to reveal with screws
the board.

rT ) STEP BY STEP |

y | The Power Up 2 has
« eight coloured wires

attached to it which need to
be soldered to various points
on the Falcon. Make sure
you follow the colour coding
as shown in the accompany-
ing instruction sheet.

E The hardest part
of the installation
is locating this

tiny surface mount
resistor which has to
be gently removed.

Use a solder sucker
with a small nozzle!

as well as supplying
the 32MHz clock to

the 68030.

TOOLS

You need a Philips-type screw-
driver and a pair of plyers to

disassemble the Falcon, and a 4 The board can be placed

soldering iron, solder sucker, a anywhere convenient and a

pair of small tweezers and solder double-sided sticky pad is used

to fit the actual board. Remember to secure it into position.

to remove any static charge from Now reinstall the power supply

your body by touching a metal and disk drive, put the Falcon |

tap or a radiator as excessive static back together and test the t

can damage computer chips. installation... & i ; 2 .y
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wIZARD GAMEs

{ NORTH MARINE ROAD, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE YO12 TEY TEL: 0723 376586

FROM WIZARD GAMES

L0099 CLOTUSTRILOGY . conrvcrmscnens
£9.99 M1 TANK PLATOON. £
£ MATCH OF THE DAY ..... .£9.99
MANHUNTER S5AN FRANCISCO 2
MOONSHINE RACERS ...
MONSTER BUSINESS .
NIGEL MANSELL ..
NIGHTSHIFT.....
PANG.........c..c0.
PARAGLIDING .....
PREMIER MANAGER
PICTIONARY...........
POTSWORTH & CO .. ;
POPULOUS - PROMISE LANDS .
PUSHOVER .. :

'8L4. DR.-"\GON 2

5 ROBOCOP 2.

i [

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSH Keyady Rk - :

e e (Domar 5% SIMCITY TERRAIN EDITOR ... A9

GAUNTLET 3 59,99 IPACEABEE, i £9.9

GODFATHER... Eb99 2$:EER(RL| ADE "’OYAGE EEYONQ ;?. ;":

GOLD OF THE AZTE s IKER ..o - £7

GRAHAM GOOCH \(C.%q‘[) CLASS SUN CROSSWORDS... £6.99
CRICKET... vonn£14.99  TERMINATOR ... £6.99

GRAHAM GOOCH ZND INNINGS . THE SIMPSONS - Bar‘ V5. The Mutants

GRAHAM TAYLOR SOCCER MANAGER THUMDERBIRD:............... £5.99
HARLEQUIN... By TIMES CROSSWORDS ... £6.99
HERO QUEST + RETURN OF THE VIDEO KID + KID GLOVES... £6.99

L6850 i I T S ULTIMATE GOLF ....... £5.99
INTERNATIONAL TRUCK RACING . WO szl £6.99

KICK OFF 2. WWF2... £6.99

LITTLE PUF WORLD RUGBY ... £5.99

LIVERPOO! i ZOOoL unboxem #
EDUCATION

FUN SCHOOL 2 Under &/6-8/Over 8........... £699  KIDS' ACADEMY (Reading, Spelling,

NODDY'S PLAYTIME 3-8.... £16.99 Pattern Puzzles) 4-B years ................... £9.99

MAGIC STORY BOOK 5-14 YRS .. ..£9.99  SHOE PEOPLE (Early Learning Software)

(Write, llustrate, Add Sounds; Animate your own stories) R S L R e | £1.99

DOUBLE PACKS

POSTMAN PAT 1 AND 3 .. .£6.99  HUCKLEBERRY HOUND + PIXIE & DIXIE ........£9.99
COUNT DUCKULA 1 AND 2 £ PACLAND/PACMANIA.......... £6.99
THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE 1 POWER MANAGER + WW1 ... .£10.99
WIZARD SPECIAL ANY 3 FOR £10.00
Please give 1 alternative
BRIDES OF DRACULA HAMSTER GUARDIANS TOP BANANA
CHAMPIONSHIP RUN SUPER SEYMOUR MINDFINDER NITRO
EE‘: P.ANSILE_) ks ::;.fE-ORL‘rODSO%EE:R SMOWSTRIKE STRIP POKER
SRAHAM 3 KENNY DALGLISH 3 1\
NIX ACTION SERVICE
SOCCERMANAGER  SUSPICIOUS CARGO s e
LS P RESOLUTION 101 OVERLANDER
FIRST SAMURAI VENUS FLYTRAP XYBOTS TINTIN ON THE MOON
PETER BEARDSLEY NEIGHBOURS - i
KWICK SNACK DIZZY DISC GEM X SUPER SQUEAK
OUTLANDS TUSKER HOVERSPRINT SAFARI GUNS
ROCK STAR ATE MY VOODOO NGHTMARE  INFESTATION QUADREL (Puzzle game)
COMPILATIONS
BOARD GENIUS SPORTS COLLECTION
CLUEDO, SCRABBLE, RIISK ......ooccrccrre£19.99  PRO TENNIS, WORLD CUP SOCCER, RUN THE
E TEST AN T e s o T et s s £9.99
m £ S HIGH ENERGY
SRROUNTITE LR OF THE TEMFIRES, NORTH & SOUTH, TINTIN ON THE MOON, FRE &
L £19.99  FORCE, TEENAGE QUEEN, HOSTAGES ..... £10.99
KIDS PACK QUATRO ARCADE
POSTMAN PAT, THE MUNSTERS, COUNT PRO POWERBOAT, NITRO BOOST, SAS COMBAT,
DRATLIL A e o Sl p800 PUB TRV it dibisusims i £3.99
QUATRO SPORTS
16 BIT MACHINE BMY, ITALIA 1990, ADVANCED SKI, PRO
SUPER CARS, SKIDZ, SWITCHBLADE, AXEL'S TERNIS 5 o e i P WO
MAGIC HAMMER ......cooroiinmnend Special Price £4.99 QL!AIEQ_H&HIE&S
SUPER ALL STARS SAS COMBAT, MIG 29, KAMIKAZE, GUARDIAN
ROBIN HOOD, MAGICLAND DIZZY, STEG THE ANGELS ....... i e £4.99
7 CARTOON COLLECTION
SLUG, CAPTAIN DYNAMO, CJINTHE USA .£8.99. ek e m i tiaiBl 1 oy ANT ANTICS.
COMPUTER HITS 2 SLIGHTLY MAGIC, SPIKE IN TRANSYLVANIA

TETRIS, TRACKER, JOE BLADE,
TAU CETI ..

BIG BQX

TEENAGE QUEEN, CAPTAIN BLOOD, KRYPTO 'N'
EGG, BOBO, SARARI GUNS, BUBBLE+, TINTIN,
PURPLE SATURN DAY, JUMPING JACKSON,

A AGES orsesies i i bR bregrs e T

w399

SEYMOUR GOES TO HOLLYWOOD £9.99

DIZZY'S EXCELLENT ADVENTURES

DIZZY PANIC, BUBBLE DIZZY, DIZZY PRINCE OF
YOLKFOLK, SPELLBOUND DIZZY, KWK

SNAX.. ¥ —— L

MAX
TURRICAN I, ST DRAGON, SWIV,
MG T SHIRT 5505 cstaiieasts asissasssaanarssn o £9.99

FINAL ACCOUNTS ...ovvvsmssnnsssnnssmnnssenneec 16,99

LATVIL (o] L1 —— £16.99

GAMES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PLEASE NOTE — A PHONE CALL RESERVES YOUR
ORDER.

ORDERS UNDER £5.00 ADD 50p POSTAGE AND PACKING.
CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO WIZARD GAMES. PLEASE ALLOW 7
DAYS FOR DELIVERY. OVERSEAS ORDERS PLEASE ADD £2.00 PER ITEM, EEC OR WORLD.

IN PUBLIC

Cover Me - I'm
Going In...

over-mounted disks are

probably the most powerful

form of shareware distribu-
tion available today. Whereas
many PD libraries count them-
selves lucky to sell 100 copies
of a title, inclusion with a mag
like ST Review can easily push the same game or utility into
more than 20,000 homes around the country in a single
month. And given that the majority of people cite a cover disk
as their main reason for buying a magazine, it's only fair to
assume that they will actually use the software it contains.
Surely good news for shareware authors across the world?

Well you would think so, but many of the programmers
seem to disagree. The main grumble is monetary and in many
ways you can understand their point of view. After all, if
magazines are making money off the back of a piece of
software, it's only fair that the authors should reap some of
the rewards. A second school of thought is that all authors
should at least be consulted before their program is used by a
magazine and once again it’'s easy to see the sense behind
such a request. But surely it's not worth throwing away more
than 20,000 potential customers for the sake of a minor
grudge?

And yet, sad to say, many shareware programmers are
doing just that. Messages prohibiting distribution on cover
disks are beginning to appear in documentation files and
programmers across the land are up in arms at the fact that
their work has appeared on a newsagent’s shelves without
their permission - not at the hands of ST Review | hasten to
add. Strangely, the same people seem to forget that share-
ware owes its very existence to free availability and to stop
anyone distributing a program would not only deny this
principle, but also lose valuable registrations into the bargain.
A significant number of German packages cannot currently be
sold through public domain libraries - if this second
form of distribution is cut off, just how is shareware
supposed to succeed? It's rapidly reaching the point where
only those fortunate enough to own a modem can try the
latest packages, let alone register them.

You could understand the situation if cover disk distribution
clearly didn't work, but you only have to look at games like
Llamatron to see that this isn’t the case. In the long run, the
solution must be for shareware authors to attempt to work
with, rather than against, all of their distribution channels.
Think about it - a “distributors are free to include this pro-
gram as long as they include full registration details in print”
approach will present no problem to most companies and will
probably generate more in registrations than any one-off
payment. Any other view is likely to lose far more in cash than
could ever be gained in courtesy.

Nial Grimes is a freelance journalist and is currently lost in
the surreal world of Cybermorph on his Jaguar. All hope of
him returning to reality was lost when Atari announced the
imminent release of Tempest 2000 and Alien vs Predator...
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Andrew Wright looks at a bargain
basement laser-quality printer with
built-in PostScript emulation...

MEACTS

Product:
Microwriter PS23
Company:
Texas Instruments
Contact:
081-875 0099
Price:

RRP - £735

SYSTEM
Memory:
e 0.5Mb
Resolutlon:
Any
Computer:
Any

=

exas Instruments isn't a name
Tyou’d normally associate with

anything other than calculators
but they‘ve certainly jumped into the
printer market with a splash. Well
anyone bringing out a laser-quality
PostScript printer for around £700
has to be making a splash — and with
street prices likely to be even lower, it

looks a bargain. Notice | said laser-
quality. The Tl Microwriter is an LED
printer rather than a true laser.
Instead of a laser generator and
delicate (read expensive) moving
prisms, LED printers use an array of
tiny electric bulbs which flash on and
off to create spots on the drum that
attract particles of toner. The end
result isn’t far short of laser
quality — far cleaner than even the
best inkjet.

The model we reviewed was the
Microwriter PS23, equipped with
both HP Laserjet 2 and PostScript

Take an

mono
picture...

interesting

... and check the
printout - not |
bad for 300dpi.

—~

TALE OF

Laser-quality colour printing is now
affordable thanks to thermal transfer
technology. David Nilson examines a
hot new mover from Star...

KEYAFACGTS

Product:
Sd-144
Company:
Star Micronics
Contact:
0494 471111
Price:
RRP - £540; Typical - £440

SYSTEM:
Memory:
- 0.5Mb
Resolution:
Any
Computer:
Any

-

progress that has been made in

printer technology over the past
five years. From a time when most
computer users could only dream of
owning a lowly 9-pin noise polluter,
we're now at a stage where letter-
quality and even colour are within
reach of almost any pocket.

Much of this advancement has
come through inkjet printers, but this
year’s hot new technology (quite
literally in this case) is “thermal trans-
fer” and it's on this process that the
5)-144 is based. In terms of specifica-
tion, it's a laser-quality colour printer
with mono aspirations and slots
nicely into the £500 bracket along-
side Hewlett Packard’'s Deskjet 550C.

The first thing that strikes you
about the S| is its size, or rather lack
of it — this is one tiny printer. There
are no fewer than three paper
paths through the machine and a
drop-down sheet feeder at the rear
allows thirty sheets of A4 to be fed
through automatically. It's all very

I t's hard to believe the amount of

well designed, startlingly easy to use
and looks the part with a multi-
coloured flash streaked across the
front of the creamy casing.

Even the traditionally tricky DIP
switches can be adjusted electronical-
ly through the front panel — maybe
not a significant improvement, but at
least you don’t have to go digging
underneath the machine with a pin.
As a very graphics-oriented machine,
only two font families are built into

Affordable
colour - but
the 5J-144's
healthy
appetite for
consumables
means it is
anything but
cheap to run.

Level 1 emulation, 2Mb of memory
(expandable to 4Mb) and a reason-
ably good 300 dpi, 5 pages per
minute engine. It doesn’t contain
that many internal fonts though this
isn‘t likely to worry many Atari
owners as special drivers invariably
have to be used to get at them. In
HP mode you get Courier and Line
Printer while in PostScript mode you
get Courier, Helvetica, Helvetica
Narrow, Times, Adobe Garamond
and Tekton. Perhaps more interesting
is the automatic emulation switching
- you can print o it as a PostScript
printer or a Laserlet and it will sense
the mode you are using.

Setting up the printer is relatively
straightforward. There’s an eighty
page manual, with plenty of clear
diagrams, to take you through the
steps, and a troubleshooting section
at the back. The imaging kit and
toner are inserted in the top, which
opens nice and wide, and although
there is still the same messy kind of
toner to deal with, care can make it a
painiess operation. A small waste
toner container also has to be fitted —
and it clearly hadn’t been fitted
by whoever reviewed the machine
before us! As a result, we were

the firmware. ST software support
is always a thorny subject when
it comes to new printers, but
prospective S] owners haven’t got
too much to worry about. Naturally,
only Windows drivers are to be found
in the box (hey, since when have ST
owners mattered, huh?) but the
machine happily emulates the Epson
LQ in both mono and colour modes.
This being the case, Imagecopy 2
comes to the rescue and produces




treated to a demonstration of what
happens when toner clogs up the
works. Happily we managed to prove
that the machine is easy to clean and
got it back to tiptop print quality in
no time at all.

PRINT QUALITY

On the subject of print quality, the
output falls a little way short of that
expected from the majority of
modern lasers. You really need a
magnifying glass to spot the differ-
ence though and turning up the print

lovely crisp colour images without
any fuss at all. Other programs might
prave more troublesome — plenty
have mono LQ drivers on offer, but
few go as far as colour.

However once you've found a
suitable printer driver and have
sorted the colour levels out, the print
quality is very pleasing. The mecha-
nism is fully adjustable to avoid
banding - somewhat successfully -
and is virtually silent in operation.
Both plain paper and overhead
transparencies can be handled with
the appropriate ribbon and it will
even print on thin card if you use the
rear paper path. Mono operation is
pretty good too - as long as the
paper fed into one end is of good
quality, the blacks are true and the
characters nicely formed. Speedwise,
colour printers are always going to be
slow, purely because of the amount
of data that needs to be squirted
down the cable and the §] is no
exception.

Mono timings are a lot more
respectable, but it’s still nowhere
near as fast as a laser or inkjet.

It's in the consumables depart-
ment that the SJ-144 really comes to
grief though. There’s no problem
with the design of the ribbon
cassettes or the price at first glance,
but they last no time at all. A mono

Good
value -
laser-
quality
for a
little
over
£700...

density (so using more toner) did
make it crisper and darker. In
PostScript mode it is pretty slow at
printing graphics but HP mode is
much faster and recommended for
everyday use. It printed flawlessly
with every ST program | tried, includ-
ing ASCII files printed from the
desktop. As long as you have either a
PostScript or a Laserjet printer driver,
you shouldn’t have problems.

The printer isn't
attractive object I've had on my
desktop and is certainly one of the
bulkiest, but the

tne maost

front-loadin

(Ts]

NTER

PRODUCT REVIEWS Star/Texas Printers

250-sheet paper tray makes it quite
easy to use. The paper path is still
puzzling me even now — the paper
goes into the machine and comes
out on top in exactly the same orien-
tation! Perhaps because of the lower
temperatures generated — or possibly
because of a cleverly-designed paper
path - there is little of the crinkling
sometimes associated with lasers and
the final result is rarely overheated as
it can often be.

LED technology hasn’t really
caught on, which is somewhat
surprising. It has been said that it’s
inherently unreliable but Texas
Instruments offer a one year back-
to-base warranty with a five year
guarantee on the LED print head.
Each imaging kit costs over £200 but
is claimed to last for 15,000 pages

while toner kits cost £27 each and
are claimed to do up to 2,500 pages.
This works out at 2.5p per sheet if all
goes well, though it will be more
with DTP work. It compares reason-
ably well with most laser printers and

inkjets.

VERDICT
The Microwriter deserves special
attention if you're after a good

quality printer. Not only does it offer
PostScript emulation for desktop
publishers and HP emulation for
more mundane tasks, but it has
pretty good 300 dpi output quality,
compatibility with most ST applica-
tions and enough memory to cope
with all but the most complex of
pages.
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GEM-View File MWork Extra Window

[] BEAUTY . GIF 512xd82

[ BEN-Viem [ 1 R:\BEAUTY.BTF

colour pic...

\.

GEMView helps pick out a decent

...and the 5]-144 transfers it to paper.
With the right software, colour output
can be very good.

J

cassette provides 180 pages of jet
black print, but at just eight pages
per shot you are going to have to go
steady on the old colour cartridges -
at around £6 each! Mind you, these
figures are based on graphically
intense pages, so you may be able to
squeeze out a few more sheets if you
try hard.

The S| is a good entry into
the thermal transfer market from
Star, but it’s hard to recommend
as a main printer. If you are looking

for acceptable quality colour work,
and don’t mind paying for the con-
sumables, it's certainly worth a look

but you can’t help feeling that
bubblejets have a lot more to offer
right now.
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Banished from the
office for a week,
Nial Grimes takes
a look at three of
the best portable
word processors
on the market...

verybody dreams of owning a
portable computer at some time
or another, be it to take on holi-
day for a fortnight or simply to use
on the way to the office. There’s little
to match the freedom of working
when and where you want, without
the thought of having to type the lot
up when you eventually return to
home base.
At one time, entering the portable
market was only marginally cheaper
than running your own airline, but

@ File Edit Block Layout Style Speliing Grophics Help
E:\WORD_PLU, S\ART | CLES \NETUORK \SPEEDS . DOL
§ AN i 2 -
Speed Freok
| The most important sspect of any netuork is its operaliona
speed. After all, I ihe connection is going to be significantiy

slower than a floppy disk

e you might as well save the money

and opt for the disk s h! Communications speeds are
E measured in bBits per s *. There are eight bits per
a‘gyf byte and therefore 2,488 ba quates to o transfer speed of
or ound 18K er minute (trust mel)
PmY‘ 1 The s »51 way of connecting tuo $Ts directly is via the
wP_z | serial p ch can happily handle up to 19,2080 boud. True, it
| nay sound Ta but reality this is under a quarter af the
| | speed of your ave deal when it comes
| to loading applic ac P th i,
or Z88 | i
tadder are the MIDI ports
BERERTREREERR | 'ooorionie ;008 noon a0d uiin 5 ¢
usable bracket
can be Bul by for the bes! method of inter-37 communication is via |
loaded into [-] a0
almost any |
ST word
processor as
ASCIHI text.

WRITI

thanks to the falling price of technol-
ogy you can buy a word processing
tool every bit as powerful as your
desktop machine for around the
£200 mark. Let’s take a look at the
line-up...

AMSTRAD NC100

The NC100's main claim to fame is
its ease of use; from the moment you
switch the Notepad on you are left in
no doubt as to which button does
what, even if you have no conven-
tional computing experience.
However, don't let the simplistic
approach put you off — underneath
that “mollycoddling” exterior lies one
of the best word processors on the
portable market.

The nice thing about the NC100 is
that it carries a slightly slimmed
down version of Protext. The file
format is compatible with the ST
version and Arnor even sells a
dedicated transfer solution if you
don’t fancy fiddling about with serial
links. Although the whole machine is
no larger or heavier than your
average text book, mini-Protext still

packs a formidable punch. The
Notepad actually makes a very
capable replacement for a desktop
machine with a standard parallel port
buried in the back of the casing and
a wide range of printer drivers built
into the firmware. With a megabyte
memory card slotted into the
expansion port, this is one machine
that can stay away from your ST for
some time.

The keyboard spacing is slightly
different to the ST, but it has quite a
nice feel considering the limited
space available.

In terms of extras, the NC100 has
plenty to boast about: an address
book, a jumbo-sized calculator and a
full implementation of 88C BASICl
Transfers to the ST are handled
through the word processor and
there’s no real need to get bogged
down with a terminal if you don’t
want to.

The NC100 is a nice little machine
with a very powerful word processor.
Despite the low price, it offers just
about everything necessary for
computing on the move and doubles
as an efficient personal organiser.

TANDY WP-2

Tandy's WP-2 is a lot more focussed
in its approach to word processing,
aiming to provide only the essential
facilities for writing on the run. It's
the only machine to boast a the-
saurus and this is complemented by a
sizable spell checker. Switching out of
the word processor automatically
saves work in progress and you can
safely chop and change between the
various screens without fear of losing

e terminal is equally competent,
offering autodialling and X-Modem
transfer with @ maximum baud rate
of 9,600 — a whole memory full of
text only takes a few seconds at this
speed. Unfortunately, 32Kb of mem-
ory looks very weedy when you
consider that each document has to
be converted to ASCII before transfer
to the ST - a feat that quickly doubles
the amount of storage used. An
upgrade to 64Kb is a priority.

The WP-2's biggest asset is its
screen. Quite honestly, for extended
use, it leaves both the ZB88 and
NC100 standing. Although no form
of lighting is on offer, the slightly
reflective background is very effec-
tive. The keyboard is nice too, being
responsive and similar in terms of
spacing to the ST.

The WP-2 is excellent as far as it
goes. The in-built software is highly



FEATURE Portable Computers

Amstrad NC100 - good compatibility with

the ST but a little fragile.

effective and you should have no
qualms about leaving your ST behind
with a WP-2 tucked under your arm.

CAMBRIDGE Z88

The Cambridge Z88 is the odd one
out, in that it was designed as a
general purpose computer. A quick

prod of both “rubbery” <Shift> keys
is enough to spark the little beast into
action, upon which it presents the
Index screen ~ or the Z88's “desk-
top” if you prefer.

The foundation of the machine is
called Pipedream. This unusual pro-
gram attempts to combine the facili-
ties of a spreadsheet with a word

Tandy WP-2 - a thesaurus is included as
standard, but a RAM upgrade is essential...

ctually works remark-
when you are in
only the tell-tale
figures give an
readsheet facilities

Alongside an admifable range of
block functions Pipedream provides
flexible layout facilities and a fast

~Terninsl Uownload Valesd T T Eag TG A 11

THE RUN

[EEENs

Ideal companion - Protext on

[ #5732 Configuration ]|

Baud Rate [E1 700 13
([ Word Size (57 % 1 N
Stop Bits (NN 15 7
Parity)  INEILENE CEDER (W0
||| Handshake (LTI (FORZOFF) [RTS/TTS
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the ST and NC100 even
shares the same file format.

—] 1 [P ——
Protext vi.@ READRE Tile

Loading document seltings

utton will fload the previously saved document setlings
copy the document settings

file and save the settings, then edil the

Exira information not contained in the manual:

SHIFT-CTRL-P

Child’s play - as long as the
terminal settings match on both
machines, transferring your work
from notepad to ST is simple.

This will change the unils used on the si
elseuhere, cycling through inches, cn and L

ps Line and
s /Colunns .

TRANSFER TRIALS

Transferring text between your 5T and any of the
notebook machines covered in this feature is a
piece of cake. All you need is an appropriate
serial cable and some ST communications

software capable of dealing with the X-Modem
protocol.

Once the physical connection has been made,
it's just a case of ensuring that the terminal
settings match on both machines; the speed of
the connection, the type of handshaking (if any)
and the transfer protocol. As a test, try typing on

the notebook’s keyboard with terminal software
running - if all is well, text should appear on the
ST's screen. All that remains now is to “upload”
on one machine “download” on the other and
watch that text flow!

Harlekin’s communication module was used to
test the transfer from the various machines and
it performed faultlessly throughout. Some other
programs did present a few more hiccups, so if
you do encounter problems, the ST software side
of things is the first place to look.

Cambridge Z88 ~ a silent Keyboard and very
expandable, although without a spell checker.

word counter. A page preview is
even displayed towards the left of
the screen as each document is typed
— very stylish! The lack of a spell
checker or thesaurus isn’t a huge
problem as long as the text ends up
on your ST at some point before
printing.

Transfer of ASCII text between the
788 and ST is relatively hassle-free,
with a little help from Rakewell’s
“Infinity” cartridge. Ameng many
other useful utilities, this plug-in
module contains a terminal with X-
Modem facilities and supports baud
rates right up to 19,200. The 288
“real computer” philosophy makes it
a much more flexible proposition
than the competition - it's a little
machine with a lot of “character”
(sounds a bit like ST Review... Ed)...

VERDICT

There doesn’t appear to be a clear
winner; each machine excels in a
certain area and will suit different
types of people. The NC100 scores
with its good ST compatibility, the
WP-2 with its thesaurus and screen,
and the Z88 with its endearing “real
computer” feel.

Any of these little bruisers make an
ideal mobile substitute for an ST.
None cost an arm and a leg and yet
all three boast a surprisingly powerful
armoury of software. In short, there's
never been a better time to go
mobile!

CONTACTS

Amstrad NC100

(£149.99 or less):
Amstrad plc - 0277 228888

Tandy WP-2
(£179.99 or less):

Tandy High Street Store
Cambridge 788
(£249.99 including 128Kb RAM,
printer cable & mains adaptor):
Rakewell Electronics —
0296 630617
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Possible changes
to TOS and
MultiTOS have
been the subject
of many rumours.
So what is Atari
really up to?

AES: the part
of GEM that
provides the
windows, dia-
logue boxes
and menus.

Co-operative multi-tasking:

a multi-tasking system in
which processes have to give
way to each other. Under such
a system, one badly behaved
application can make the rest
grind to a halt.

Iconify: creating a small icon
to represent a window, so
saving desktop space.

Kernel: the core of a system,
program or process.

MiNT: the multi-tasking kernel
that is the basis for MultiTOS.

Pre-emptive multi-tasking:

a system that allows several
processes to share processor
time and so can all work at
the same time. The operating
system is responsible for the
division of processor time.

Process: in a multi-tasking
system, each program or desk
accessory is called a “process”.

pre-1.0 versions of TOS, Atari

has always been improving its
computers’ innate operating system.
While developers’ lips have remained
tightly closed, books such as The
Atari Compendium have given an
insight into TOS 5.0. After much
research, ST Review now presents you
with the whole picture - the current
position of TOS, MultiTOS and
SpeedoGDOS.

MULTITOS

The main complaint against MultiTOS
from developers and users alike is its
speed, or rather lack of it. The more
observant of you may have noticed
that when using MultiTOS, certain
operations seem to be slower than
others. Functions such as disk access
are severely slowed down by the
overheads of the multi-tasking Kernel
while others, such as re-formatting a
document, are hardly affected. In
addition, unpublished system
features can be activated to improve
overall response.

Indeed, response is exactly what
the current version of MultiTOS truly
lacks. The reasons for this are rather
complex, but let's take a quick look
at this issue. Unlike Geneva, or
Windows on the PC, MultiTOS pro-
vides what is called pre-emptive
multitasking. This means that the
system rapidly switches control from
one application to the next, no single

s ince the early, memory-based

| INSTALL APPLICATION

Rpplication: CAL_EHEC.PRG
Rrguments: | __________
Document type: ___

Install as: | [d] |
Boot status:

File type: GER Application

Parameter:
Memory: 2048 K k

The maximum memory for
each application can be
defined from the desktop -
ideal for programs like 1st
Word Plus and Calamus.

TOS FOR
TOMORROW

application can grab hold of the
processor. In fact MiNT, the heart of
MultiTOS, specifically prevents any
program from hogging the proces-
sor. Additionally the AES is always
waiting, constantly fighting for

processor time. From your point of
view this means that response to
mouse clicks can be sluggish in an
unpredictable manner. Sometimes
response is rather snappy, at other
times it can be very slow. The latest

BETTER BY SELECTION

but at
ged the
file selector.
file selec-
‘complete, but it
ome features that
ound on any of the

sions.
file selector features a
iOp-up menu that allows
back through the directo-
ddition, the drive letters
2n replaced with another
) menu. Preset and user-
ble file masks can also be
ied from a rather long drop-
list. The file selector now
(s Unix-style wildcards so to

#e [7] &

*.8T
# . ACH
* . CP2
#*. MG

number of file masks
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rd Plus documents
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the new fil
file memory
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FILE SELECTOR

|| Directory:
Ee.» 1=]
Selection: L __ .
o] ..

[Drive C: ]
BEX O

BN
BLOWUP__.___
CALFONTS. ___
M CLIPBRO_.___
R
B DRIVERS..___
ELERSE - _
B GEMINI__.___
Bl GENEUA__.___
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features comparabli
the best replace
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This list is stored to di
not lost after a reset.
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location from one call
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name, date, size ofisst
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Directory:
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Selection:
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SPEEDOGDOS

SpeedoGDOS has also gone through some changes over the last
few months. Most are internal; bugs have been ironed out and
some minor features added. SpeedoGDOS v4.2 should be available
shortly in the UK and is used by the development version
of MultiTOS to display GDOS fonts in dialogue boxes and on the

desktop.

All Speedo fonts’ IDs have been changed so that they do not
overlap with older, bit-mapped GDOS fonts. Surprisingly, this
causes no problems with older AtariWorks documents.

FEATURE The Future Of TOS

SpeedoGDOS is now
used to display
alternative fonts on

the desktop allowing
you to squecze more
files on-screen.

The new AES

development version of MultiTOS
tackles this head-on. By making fun-
damental changes to the way the AES
works within MultiTOS, Atari pro-
grammers have managed to solve
this problem. The AES no longer has
to wait for events such as mouse
clicks and the system feels much
more responsive — almost as fast as
TOS.

NEW FEATURES

With the issue of speed out of the
way, the programming team decided
to add some features and respond to
other complaints and user-requests.
The desktop has been improved so
that each installed application can
now have its default priority set as
well as the maximum amount of
memory it can grab. In addition the
desktop can now use SpeedoGDOS,
or even standard GDOS, fonts to dis-
play files and directories. This can be
useful with smaller fonts allowing
more files to be listed in a window.

The most obvious enhancement is
the inclusion of Windows-style “iconi-
fy” buttons. Clicking on such a
button closes a window and opens
an icon version of it at the bottom of
the screen. Double-clicking on the
icon re-opens the window. If the
<control> key is held down at the
same time, all the windows that
belong to a particular application are
iconified. This feature needs support
so only a few programs currently use
it. Among these are the desktop
itself, GEMView, Connect, STraight
FAX! and GEMBench.

Under a multi-tasking system, be it
Geneva, Mag!X or MultiTOS, it is easy
to open many windows and end up
with a cluttered and confusing dis-
play. MultiTOS now offers several
functions to help you control this. In
addition to the iconify function, a

features
iconified
windows.
Clicking on
the iconifier
button at the
top right of a
window
iconifies it
and places

it at the
bottom of
the screen.
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e 3| allows you to set
H R the priority of an
ey application
it before starting it.
N5 The final version
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window can be dropped to the bot-
tom of the “window pile” by simply
clicking once on its move bar. A dou-
ble-click on the mowve bar is the same
as clicking full box which is
useful if s invisible. As
before, windows do not have to be

topped or activated in order to move
them around the screen or even
scroll their contents.

Another addition is the implemen-
tation of toolbars. This enables a
program to install a toolbar at the
top of the window, AtariWorks-style.
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I Iconified windows
can be reactivated
with a double-click.
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Eurostile Bold Obligue —
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While many programs already imple-
ment a toolbar of some variety, this is
now built into the operating system,
making it much simpler from the
programmer’s point of view. A tool-
bar can exist for each window
an application opens, so a word

Save Defaults?

l Cancel I

Alert boxes have a cleaner
design and can be moved
around the screen freely.

processor, for example, may have a
toolbar with tools to enable various
text styles, save to disk or even print.

A new class of pop-up menu has
been created: drop-down lists for a
large number of items. This features a
real-time scroll bar that can be used
to quickly scroll through the list. In
addition, standard scroll arrows are
provided for slower operation.

At last, editable objects are no
longer restricted to the system font
and can now use any Speedo or old
GDOS font. Not a major break-
through, but a nice touch. Another
minor feature is that alert boxes look
better and can be moved around the
screen. Finally, there is no need for a
special utility to reveal your TOS ver-
sion — it’s displayed in the About...
dialogue box from the desktop.

NOT YET...

All products featured in this
article are still undergoing
development and testing, and
so consequently are not yet

available to the public.
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(MIDI BUSKER - LATIN GUITAR
STATION RECORDS « £14.95 « 0787 311500

MIDI Files usually contain all the relevant note data and
instrument information for a song that can be played
back by a MIDI instrument. MID! Busker files are differ-
ent; they contain information for just one instrument,
the Guitar, providing authentic voicings to be used in
your arrangements.

These files attempt to bring the feel of a live guitarist
to your sequenced music. Anyone that has tried to emulate a guitar on a
keyboard will know how difficult this is; it is virtually impossible to imitate a
guitar strumming. MIDI Busker was recorded by using a very competent
guitarist playing a MIDI'd guitar into a sequencer, with minimal quantising,
for a truly authentic feel.

MIDI Busker does not contain any complete pieces; the intention is for
you to use the guitar strumming of chords and riff patterns, from a variety
of Latin styles, in your own compositions and arrangements. Load one of
the 54 MIDI Files from the 10 different latin styles ranging from Bossa to
Samba rhythms and you are presented with a different chord for each track.
Some of these appear to be duplicates. Not so. The guitar can sound most
chords in an open string position or as a bar chord; both shapes are
included within the files. If you want a chord that is not named, then it is a
simple matter of transposing the track until it's at the desired pitch. By
using the cut, copy and paste functions of your sequencer it is very easy to
put together chord progressions.

The Latin feel is excellent. While many associate Latin rhythms with
Come Dancing or naff home keyboards, these files sit comfortably in a
wide spectrum of styles. It is quite simple to slip a latin guitar part into an

2l

existing arrangement - or you could base an entire piece around these files;

How a guitarist shapes

a chord; try playing | =
this on a keyboard!

[ Tis Tali irwciure Fascilons Gpiias eduises §inn

the choice is yours.

The files are GS-compatible,
although those with other non-GS
modules may have to transpose the
files up or down an octave. While
guitar patches on most keyboards
and modules sound great, try con-
necting a sampler with an acoustic
guitar sample — simply stunning.

The chords are not too heavily
quantised - essential for feel...

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Outstanding! Anyone who wants feeling in their
music should definitely have a listen - if these files don’t add a new dimension
to your music, nothing willl”

o000
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MUSIC TO YOUR

~
BEATCALC
REALFEEL * £14.95 ¢ 071-241 0621

Working with your MIDI equipment is mostly a pleasure, but there are times
when you wish that no one had ever thought of MIDI delay functions on
music software. Formulae for working these out does exist, but it is a time-
consuming process. Enter BeatCalc, a small and inexpensive utility.

BeatCalc can be run as a desk accessory or stand-alone program. As there
are many ST owners who use colour monitors, it is a shame that BeatCalc can
only be run in high resolution (the thinking being that most musicians use a
mono monitor), although it will run in all Falcon resolutions.

What does BeatCalc do? It has three main functions, the first of which is
Tap Tempo. Tap along to the beat of a song using a key on the Atari
keyboard to find out the tempo of a song. This function will particularly be of
interest to those of you who work with tape and need a tempo for re-mixing,
or for those with a sampler who wish to know the tempo of a sampled

As BeatCalc AN] W RARSON'S GERTCALC M| BeatCalc The tap
can be can work function
configured out how displays
as a desk far you the tempo
accessory, need to and delay
it can be tune a settings
used along- sample as you tap
side any played at out the
sequencer. a new tempo of
[[ags2:01 4] tempo. @ song.
=

breakbeat. The more you tap the beat, the more accurate the tempo. Waitn
few seconds, hit a key again and the display shows the tempo and the delay
settings. Neat.

The Tune button determines how far you need to time stretch or tune a
breakbeat or vocal phrase for a particular tempo. Type in the original and new
tempos and press <enter>; the coarse and fine tune settings required to run
the loop at the new tempo are shown. As different samplers have different
values for their tuning function, BeatCalc offers various settings so you can
choose the one valid for you sampler.

The Delay function is simple. By entering the tempo in BPM (Beats Per
Minute), delay times are shown next to beat lengths in the display screen.
Now you can have all those lovely delayed effects in time with your music!

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “An extremely handy little desk accessory; a great
utility for musicians of every calibre, whether working at home or in a top
studio. If you use your sampler for breakbeats, BeatCalc could solve all those
time stretch and tuning problems.”

Qo000




MIDI MONTHLY MID! Programs

Classic Ivories B
demonstrate how
notation should be
presented in a
sequencer’s scorve

editor.

(CLASSIC IVORIES
STATION RECORDS * £9.95 » 0787 311500

It's good to see MIDI File producers catering for a wide range of musical
tastes. Classic Ivories is a selection of five Chopin preludes, a polonaise and a
waltz, all of which are well played and listenable.

The files were recorded live although this is mostly lost due to the heavy
use of quantising, but velocity data is left untouched which helps avoid a
totally unnatural feel. In most circumstances, such strong use of quantise
would be criticised, but these files are not directly concerned with accurate Chopin’s Raindrop
reproduction of the performer’s skill. Instead, Classic Ivories provide a way of Sonata in Cubase’s
learning about a composer’s music by providing a very crisp display in a Key Edit page - rain
sequencer’s score facility. If you have ever tried to produce a score without falling from a cloud
first quantising, you'll appreciate the problem. perhaps...

Classic Ivories contains MIDI File format 0 and 1 files so they should load
into almost any sequencer. They are also GM-compatible; just load up and hit
play. Station Records are intending to release further Classic Ivories containing
the works of other composers such as Debussy, Beethoven and Bach amongst
others. Some of these files are in the current graded piano exams, so if you
are learning any of these pieces, these files could provide a new way of
studying — visually and aurally. IEEaneina

The files are a brave attempt at a happy compromise between providing a
decent score and a listenable piece but don’t expect an earth-shattering
performance. The score output is excellent though...

Tieas Batises maduie

< Hindows

: | Dt e T
T R T ST S

P - | B [ e e ey

ST REVIEW COMMENT: An unusual collection of MIDI Files, designed for
analysis rather than detailed listening. The files do not contain the subtle
performance nuances of some classical MIDI Files but are ideal if you really
want to learn what made Chopin tick...”

Q00

The files are fairly

heavily quantised,

| which is essential for
analysing a score.

| EEETELEI L LT
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Kevin Pawsey investigates four rather
nifty little products that can help you
on your way to making great music...

s N
PVECSEPECTRR SgndsYstem Exclusive dumps [ 5 ¥ile it Structure Functions Options Modules i - ]
Directory: to your synth via sequencer- e iy =5
LRV LT T L S — loaded MIDI files. o — 00|
i e z
Selection: D16_GMID.MID eTaed o e Rty
‘If i L IRE e ] WESTEC SOUND SERUICES
38 Fish St . Goldhanger . Maldon .
g::g:.;::‘::: :L l:tﬂ BAT Tel B621-88466 Sonnd dvice (B¢ [eaaices
1= GENERA| 101 EMULRTOR
DIBGMTON.MID | Ra{and 018/28/118 madals - whenever
D1GPUKIT.MID WARNING: User tones 1 1o 35 will be over- smdlng System o
D1ORMKIT . MID writlen by the "BlaGMtones” pattera -sa b1 _ﬁ
stare ewisting sounds first (see disc 2) Exclusive d“mps,
GMDRUMS . DOC O e, 1o sl wiake sureyou The GM Emulator as an arrangement
z::g':ﬂs::% — send £7.95 to the avove address____ N  back up the ready to be sent to your synth,
sl original one part at a time.
sounds...
GM EMULATOR ROLAND D SER|ES The synths are converted to GM by the use of System Exclusive dumps that
— - - . N
are sent from your ST by a variety of methods, including a Cubase
Arrangement file which can be sent each time you boot the program. Place
AND MT'32 the patterns that you want, one after another, on a single track and then

resave the arrangement as the DEF.ARR file.

WESTEC SOUND SERVICES » £7.95 ¢ The GM Timb file sends the timbre data to match the GM sound table as

closely as possible and uses only the preset sounds. The upshot of this is that

0621 88466 while most sounds are an acceptable match, there are some that will require a

little imagination! This is a problem with the D-series, not Westec, as it does
The Roland D-series of synths is one the most popular sound sources not contain the relevant sample data to produce some GM sounds accurately.
around, being the first generation of synths to combine sampled sounds Also included are approximations for the Sound Canvas drumkits, a noble
with synthesis. Fortunately, technology marches ever forward and good attempt...

as the D-series is, wouldn't it be great if you could access some of today's

advances, like General MIDI, and play the huge range of GM MIDI Files ST REVIEW COMMENT: “A neat little file that should bring a smile to the

available? Well now you can... face of many Roland D-series, MT-32, CM-32 and CM-64 owners; no more
The General MIDI Emulator is currently available for the Roland D-5, searching for that sound when playing a MIDI File.”

D-10, D-110, D-20 and the MT-32, CM-32 and CM-64 sound modules. 000

Y J




w
<
W
& ]
v
2
w
w
[+
(6]
Wy

48

GAME PLAY

Foliage
provides
cover for

exposed
troopers.

that unusual you might say, but

games of this genre usually fall
quite neatly into two categories: the
shoot-'em-up, that requires you
to simply run around blasting
everything in sight, or the war
simulation game, which needs
carefully thought out strategy.
Cannon Fodder is different in that it
combines all the frustration of a
shoot-"em-up with the tactical/strate-
gy element of a war simulation. It is a
combination that most definitely
works, resulting in a highly playable,
addictive and novel game.

War is not surprisingly a sensitive
topic area, and using it as the subject
for a piece of entertainment software
will inevitably result in some form of
criticism.- Concerns arise that this
kind of title will appeal to the darker,
bloodthirsty side of our nature.

Not so in the case of Cannon
Fodder; the Sensible Software devel-
opers have ensured a humorous
approach to the game, and although
blood is a necessary effect in this title
(with people being shot left, right
and centrel), it is at all times clearly
light-hearted, with cartoon-like

Product:
Cannon Fodder
Company:
Virgin
Contact:
081-960 2255
Price:
£29.99

SYSTEM
Memory:
- 1Mb
' Resolution:
Low
Computer:
ST, STE and Falcon

=

c annon Fodder is a war game. Not

-

Troopers
cannot use
their
weapons
while
swimming!

FODDER

Sensible Software, renowned for its bizarre yet brilliant
titles, looks set to blast the games scene again with its latest
release, Cannon Fodder. Tina Hackett dons her tin helmet...

effects and a non-graphic portrayal
of war.

NEW RECRUITS

There are a massive twenty-four
missions to complete, each one
containing a maximum of six phases.
You play the game by controlling
a troop leader who, in turn, com-
mands his group of troopers. These
will follow the leader and can shoot,
throw grenades and split off on
their own depending on the
strategy you employ. All troopers
start the game as lowly privates
and can increase their ranks after
each completed mission. After
three missions, recruits receive battle
training and will automatically rise a
rank.

On your missions, you encounter
many different terrains that add
plenty of variety as each backdrop

Collect the grenades if you look carefully
- four are hidden in each box.



changes to fit the appropriate
setting. Each one provides a different
challenge. In the jungle, for instance,
watch out for the deadly quicksand,
or be cautious towards the harmless-
looking snowmen in the Arctic
wastes...

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE

As each mission progresses, the
difficulty factor increases, a good
design feature as it gives you time to
acquaint yourself with the many
aspects of the game. Missions vary
but seven prime objectives have to
be mastered in order to complete the
game. Missions differ from the
simple, such as killing your enemy, to
the more tactical - like kidnapping
the enemy leader.

Enemies also become increasingly
challenging from the Grunts, a basic
enemy trooper with a machine gun,
to Snipers who camouflage them-
selves in the undergrowth, lying in
wait to blast you with their bazookas.

In Cannon Fodder, you can make
use of vehicles to aid your troops
through the missions. From Choppas
to Tanks to Skidoos: each one can
help you to victory. Having to learn
how to master each vehicle's
weaponry to reap the maximum
benefit adds yet another angle to the
gameplay.

The sprites are not unlike those
seen in Sensibles’ other releases,
namely Sensible Soccer and Mega-
lomania, Although relatively small,
they retain their characteristics
through the effective use of
animation.

IN CONTROL

The control system is yet another
delightful element to Cannon Fodder
- it's very ease to use. Within a short
time of playing the game, the
controls become so instinctive that
you hardly need to think about them,
leaving you free to concentrate on
what’s happening on-screen. Control

This is your
status panel
showing a
trooper’s logo,
status, name,
rank and
weaponry.

is via the mouse; by moving the
large, clear pointer over the screen
you can view the surrounding areas.
Clicking on the left button enables
you to make the troop move forward
while the right button lets you turn
the pointer into a cross-hair and fire
at the enemy. A combination of both
buttons results in firing a bazooka or
grenade.

Weapons vary throughout the
game. Your standard bullets are
cleverly designed so that they cannot
harm your own men accidentally (oh
yeh... Ed), unless, of course, to put a
badly-injured trooper out of his
misery as is sometimes necessary.
Other, more effective weapons such
as bazookas and grenades can be
found and colflected throughout the
levels. However it is imperative to
remember that they can be blown up
all too easily — one small mistake can
leave you short of ammunition. After
certain points in the game, weapons
are supplied free.

Bonuses, called Supa Dupa
Boostas, are also another helpful
feature and continue the light-
hearted style. There's even a Supa
Dupa Bullet Proofa Vest that provides
invincibility for a phase!

One aspect that really stands out
in this title is the superb graphics,
worthy of praise in itself. Backdrops
are colourful and detailed, and the

Watch out for the falling debris that comes
flying off exploding huts!

SCREEN SCENE Cannon Fodder

The useful map
feature provides
an overview.

animations, such as huts exploding,
scattering debris and soldiers being
shot, show the amount of attention
to detail that has been paid by the
creators.

Sound effects are limited to .
sporadic bursts of gunfire but work
well in creating the atmosphere of
the battlefield. The end of mission
tunes add humour: succeed and you
are treated to a jaunty melody; lose
and an almost funereal tune is
played.

VERDICT

Due to a last-moment duplication
hitch this review was based on the
French version, but the lack of
any on-screen text means that inter-
national versions are
almost identical.

Cannon Fodder is one
of the best titles to grace
the ST for a long time.
Highly original gameplay
combined with a great
strategy element — Cannon
Fodder appears to have all
the necessary magic ingre-
dients to make it an
outstanding release.

GOOD POINTS:
Excellent mix of shoot-'em-up
mayhem and strategy

A vast game - the ma e
levels'ensure longev '

+ Stunning graphics with plenty
of attention to detail 3

“ A
BAD POINTS: . |
Scrolling sometimes suffers from

the screen jumping una'gqectedly

FINAL WORD:
“Brilliant graphics, addictive
gameplay, huge levels and a great
strategy element will undoubtedly
make Cannon Fodder a classic.”

It may
contain
blood and
guts, but
Sensible
Software
keep it fun!

Cross a
bridge over
troubled
water with
care...

FORMANGEMs  DUERALL

GRAPHICS VVVV VYV VYV
SOUND VvV vvvy

VEM VYV
PLAYABLITY V'V vy VvV v | cusasagmn
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... at the kind of
price you
can’t refuse!

ST Review has obtained some of the classic Atari ST/STE games - and you can select any four for just £14.99
inclusive of postage and packing. Just fill in the coupon and send it to us, but hurry - we only have limited stocks...
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STAR RAIDERS

Savage robots are

o v | 0vading our galaxy.

ENTERPRISE

™ S BRG]
! six super-heavy atomic
1 nuclei and relations
with neighbouring

BADLANDS PETE

Star Raiders are the
only force strong
enough to resist — you
command the most
advanced fighter, the
Star Cruiser. Shields up
and good luck!

Sola Ill requires a
continuous supply of

star systems are poor.
Can you locate the six
elements and return

them safely to Sola 17

You are Badlands Pete

o e e et COyOLE, the meanest
4 u_mjmmmﬂ‘ s

. =5 13

six gun machine. To
rescue the governor's
daughter, you must
battle mountain men,

* renegade indians,

bandidos, and lots of
crazy characters...

DEFENDER Il

Three games in one!
Play the original
Defender, the amaz-
ing Stargate or the
fantastic Defender I1.
The aliens are back

- so hit your Smart-
lasters and drop your
Smart Bombs...

New Chicago has
been overrun and a
bounty is on offer to
anyone who can
clear the unwanted
visitors. Your ship,
the SS Star Breaker,
changes course for
New Chicago...

In the far off land of
Omega, the jealous
forces of evil abduct
children one by one.
Aided by the good
witch, you have to

battle your way to

the demon castle for
the final encounter...

TEMPEST

Bob Cat arrives to
see his beloved
Claudette being
whisked away by
the mad Scientist's
men. Can Bob save
old cutie paws? Four
levels and hundreds

- of rooms...

A permanent state of
warfare has existed
between two Princes
for at least a century,
as each tries to
extend his power.
Take the role of a
Prince and break the
stalemate...

Hostile forces from

i+ another galaxy

threaten to pour
through a series of
tunnel-like tubes.
You have to destroy
all 16 tubes as wave
after wave of aggres-
sor attacks you.

BADLANDS PETE
CHRONICLES OF OMEGA

( SELECT FOUR GAMES FROM BELOW

TQ: ST REVIEW ATARI GAMES OFFER, PLEASE RUSH ME THE FOUR ITEMS AS TICKED OPPOSITE. &)

STAR RAIDERS | ENCLOSE TOTAL PAYMENT OF £14.99
DEFENDER I PAYABLE BY: CHEQUE CREDIT CARD

9LIVES

ENTERPRISE Y S e - SR e e ae s LA T

STAR BREAKER POSTCODE: (e e TR AT e e tiscimss A
PRINCE VISA/ACCESS/MASTERCARD/DELTA/SWITCH NUMBER: ﬁ@rm E

| | EXPIRY DATE: /
SWITCH IssUE NO.| /

CREDIT CARD ORDER LINE - 0480 891171 OR FAX, YOUR ORDER - 0480 890787
Send your order to: ST REVIEW ATARI GAMES OFFER, 7 VINEGAR HILL, ALCONBURY WESTON, HUNTINGDON PE17 5)A

SIGNATURE:

TEMPEST
o/ DELIVERY-FREE

IMPORTANT!
Paying by CHEQUE or POSTAL ORDER - please make payable to GO DIRECT and write your cheque card guarantee
number on the back. All prices are inclusive of postage & packing and VAT. Please allow 28 days for delivery from when
we receive your order. For non-receipt of goods phone 0480 891171, Monday to Friday between 10am and &épm.




Dave “More For
Less” Jones has
another dip into
the budget scene...

ANOTHER WORLD
KIXX XL ¢ £14.99 * 021625 3388

IN BRIEF: In the mid-eighties, a game called Captain
Blood started a deluge of high quality adventure from
across “La Manche”. Undoubtedly, the French must be
crowned as kings of the adventure. Over the years, Infogrammes, Loriciels,
Silmarils and Delphine, among others, have given us a lot of good quality
games with excellent graphics and sound, not to mention playability. Another
World continues the trend and easily matches the quality we’ve come to
expect from across the Channel, this time from Delphine Software.

Lester Knight Chaykin is experimenting with sub-atomic particles in his lab
late at night when lightning strikes, transporting him into another dimension.
He must use all of his skill, intelligence, resources and training to help him
survive.

This alternative world is full of
unusual enemies and situations
that Lester must fight his way
through in order to survive. From
the start, if you don’t keep your
joystick pointing upwards, you
drown before you even get into
the adventure!

As you progress, each screen
presents different problems and
challenges. Unless you master
various skills, you are unlikely to
survive for long. Thankfully when The opening sequence sees our
you die, you can restart at the hero sitting down in front of
beginning of the stage you are on his computer.

RUD

LETHAL WEAPON
HIT SQUAD * £9.99 * 061-832 6633

IN BRIEF: Many programmers have realised the potential of movie tie-ins.
We've seen Batman, Terminator and many others make it onto computer disk,
including games of films that flopped at the cinema like Cool World!

Lethal Weapon sees Riggs and Murtaugh (Mel Gibson and Danny Glover)
immortalised on floppy disk. The plot is based on the stories of all three films
which, any fan will tell you, is not very thick. However, after failing to defuse a
bomb and the consequent blowing up of the building, the duo are back in
uniform and on the beat.

There are four levels to wade through, taking our heroes to the LA dockside
to face the Export Gang, into the subway to stop some fanatical terrorists, into
a factory to save Leo Getz (played by Joe Pesci in the films) and on to a fourth
location that is classified until the first three are completed. Play is of the plat-
form style — fairly typical for this type of film tie-in.

ST REVIEW COMMENT: Lethal Weapon is a poor example of the genre.
There is little to identify it with the movies and as a platform game, it doesn’t
even come close to being interesting or playable. The original films had

a sense of humour; it is hard to see how this could be conveyed into a
computer game and the proof of failure is packaged in this box. Even for

a tenner it's impossible to recommend it to anyone unless you desperately
need a blank disk!

L*]

SCREEN SCENE VFM

A lot of dexterity is needed to
get past the beast but don’t
worry — if you die, you can
always try again!

and don't have to go back to the
start of the game. This is a posi-
tive advantage in a complex
adventure like this.

Hard disk owners will be
delighted to learn that Another
World can easily be installed onto
your drive as the protection is in
the form of a supplied wheel.

Also, a code system is used so
you can return to the latest posi-
tion when you rejoin the game after a break.

Once the beast is beaten, your next
task is to escape from the cage.
Swinging it may help...

ST REVIEW COMMENT: This is a rare and exceptional game for all adventur-
ers. Be prepared to get very frustrated, but perseverance is rewarded. The
graphics and sound are of a very high standard that add to the atmosphere
and create a superbly playable adventure. When it comes to games like this,
Vive La France!

Q000

Play as Murtaugh or Riggs
and use the selection screen
to choose your mission.

Mission one is set in the
docks - leaping over some
moored yachts is all in a
day’s work!

If you're still interested in
this game, mission 2 is set
under the ground...
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Is money too tight to mention? Then let Nial Grimes
guide you through the world of PD games...
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JEWEL BUGGY (COUNTER ATAK 8

LAPD ¢ DISK NO: G.352 ¢ £1.50 ¢ LAPD e DISK NO: G.354 » £1.50
MEMORY: 1MB « SHAREWARE MEMORY: 1MB « PUBLIC DOMAIN

IN BRIEF: Lemmings established a new standard for frustrating gameplay IN BRIEF: Counter Atak is a novel

when it was released some three years ago and Jewel Buggy looks set to twist on that age old classic,

follow very closely in its footsteps. Forgetting the novel length plot for a few Connect 4. The game is for one

moments, the basic idea of the game is to retrieve a set number of jewels player only and the object is to stack

by enlisting the services of some semi-intelligent moles. “Easy enough” you counters into a grid, making sure

might say, but in true Lemmings style you have tantalisingly little control that no two similarly coloured pieces

over the beasties as they go about their task. rest next to each other. The first

All actions are controlled through a panel that sits at the bottom of the level is relatively easy — diagonally

screen and an on-line manual guides you competently through the rather adjacent colours are allowed to slip

complex control system. The whole game is nicely sewn together and if you through the net and you will proba-

find yourself totally hooked, an extra 45 levels can be obtained in return for bly die of old age before the time ~ coloured tiles next to each other.

a modest shareware contribution. limit runs out. Later stages see the ~ Sounds easy? Boy, are you in for
rules becoming a little stricter and @ surprise!

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “/ewel Buggy is a very ambitious concept and it as a result the game is much more challenging. Even so, there’s a fair

very nearly comes off. Don’t get me wrong — the game is quite enjoyable as degree of luck involved and it can be frustrating to get to the very fringes

it stands, but ultimately a little more control over the moles would improve of victory only to find that the last tile won't fit.

things even further.” What is there to say about presentation on a game this simple? Well, let’s

0000 see — the counters are well shaded and
the music on the title screen is nicel AT T T T
done too... X JCLIT r"r /’_/[

ST REVIEW COMMENT:

“Counter Atak is wonderfully
addictive for the first few games.

To be honest, its hard to see a great

5 2
cont‘,:t::e: g:'eﬁyi; I THINK I CAN MANAGE THAT.. deal of long term playability
fully ex];plained sl i in there, but at this price you can Three levels of play are on
through an : afford to enjoy the gameplay offer, each increasing the
epic-length on-line while it lasts.” number of restrictions on
000 which tile can go where.
walk-through. 4
PEGASUS getting the ship to do anything. “Intuitive” is not the word that springs to
mind when you first catch sight of the bridge and it takes a good few
] minutes with the manual before you can even start the engines. Once the
LAPD ° DISK NO- 6329 e £300 S controls have been mastered, matters improve somewhat, but there are still a

MEMORY: 1MB ¢ SHAREWARE » FALCON- few situations that lead to a frantic flurry of clicks desperately trying to get the

Pegasus to respond — a case of “go to red alert Number 1!” | think!
COMPATIBLE

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Pegasus does a reasonably good impression of a
space trading game. It's not on a par with Elite by any means, but it should
IN BRIEF: All space games can be loosely broken down into two categories — keep you occupied for some time, if only to try and master that damn control
shoot-'em-ups and trading epics. Pegasus falls firmly into the latter category. system!”
Although it doesn’t go as far as mentioning Captain Kirk or the Enterprise, the OGO
game surrounds itself in a very Trekky atmosphere.
Your mission starts from
home base and the first hur-
dle to overcome is actually

Navigation around the
universe is controlled

Ooh, soak up that H through this screen.
Star Trek atmosphere 4 The blue speck is your
— I'm sure the real ; current location, the
Enterprise must be s red one is where you
easier to fly than this! ' Lol | want to go.




MUNCHKIN

LAPD ¢ DISK NO: L.80 * £2.50 «
MEMORY: 0.5MB ¢ LICENCEWARE

IN BRIEF: Yep, it's Pacman time again. This time a leaf has been torn from
H-Mec’s book and our yellow drug-crazed friend finds himself trapped in a
scrolling maze full of lethally intelligent nasties. As usual, the only way out is
to down those pills as fast as possible and then wait to be whisked off 1o
another remarkably similar level.

To its credit, Munchkin does offer one or two variations on the standard
Pacman theme. There are teleporters that can be used to outwit the enemy
and lethal skulls are to be avoided at all costs. The music isn't bad either -
maybe not quite up to H-Mec's standards, but pretty good considering it
runs on a standard ST.

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Technically, Munchkin is quite good and the
teleports add nicely to the gameplay. However there are better games of this
type available and it doesn’t matter how much you jazz the concept up, it's
still Pacman.”

SO0

- F2
The game is =
interspersed
with digitised
match shots and
the general
quality of the |
graphics ism't |
bad at all.

"r—‘

- September
International Frlenl:ll

WORLD CUP

FLOPPYSHOP ¢ DISK NO: BUD.4290C « £2.75 ¢
MEMORY: 0.5MB ¢ LICENCEWARE

IN BRIEF: Given England’s current standing in the world of international
football, there must be plenty of people out there who think they can
manage a team more efficiently than the “powers that be”. World Cup
provides an opportunity to test these skills and puts you in charge of the
English, Welsh, Scottish or Irish team for the run-up to the world cup.

You start the game by choosing a squad. Each match played builds skill,
and morale rises or falls depending on whether the game is won or lost. A
diary reminds you of all the essential duties and, naturally enough, if the
team fails to qualify you will be sacked. Still, look on the bright side — at
least it won't be spread across the front page of every newspaper in the
land!

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “World Cup is a little slow at times, but it will
definitely appeal to fans of the long dead Football Manager. The digitised
match grabs and graphics in general are of reasonable quality and the
gameplay is quite deep.”

Q00

Ever wondered
how England
would have fared
had you been in
charge? World
Cup holds the

answer.

2

SCREEN SCENE PD Games

Teleporters are a
godsend - just lure
the baddies down
to the bottom of
the maze and then
disappear in a puff
of smoke.

Later levels see the
introduction of
deadly skulls. And
do they affect our
friends the ghosts?
Of course not...

QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE

MERLIN PD « DISK NO: MPD.1896 « £1.25 »
MEMORY: 1MB ¢ SHAREWARE ¢ FALCON-
COMPATIBLE (WITH BACKWARD)

IN BRIEF: If there’s one criticism you can level at public domain quiz games
it's the complete lack of action they offer. A power cut is usually the most
exciting thing that can happen during play and sometimes it’s hard to find
a reason for loading them up at all. Quest For Knowledge aims to change all
of that. Although buried just below the surface is a typically DCS-style affair,
an arcade game fronts the whole thing up - hmm, looks interesting.

Basically, the idea is to rush around a maze collecting Magic Icons. This
in itself is quite a challenge, but further to that you'll also have to answer
several questions before each icon can be picked up. To tell the truth, it's
really quite good, although | still find it hard to believe that a man who has
churned out this many educational games has yet to add the apostrophe to
his own company name!

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Initially, Quest For Knowledge looks like a real

breakaway from the DCS formula, but play for a few minutes and up pops
the familiar quiz screen yet again. To be fair it's very nicely done, but
perhaps just a little jaded.”

QO00

Unusually for a
DCS game, Quest
For Knowledge is
fronted by an
arcade-style
challenge.

EEEEEEE

IThis neans the

take over of a hat.on
withoyt the use of
orce?

Dictionaries at
the ready, people
- Dave Cobbledick
is back with a
new creation to
tease those tired
brain cells.
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MORE MEMORY

STe Upgrade

(o 1 J1 1 | o EERE I £9.99
STe Upgrade
to2ZMB . £49.99

STe Upgrade
to 4MB........... £99.00

STFM Upgrade
to- IVIBA L £34.99

Xrua-RAM

Atart ST L aibners Dok

ATARIST:
EXCLUSIVE

LR

UPGRADING AN STE

A 520 STe is usually supplied with two 256K SIMMs and has sockets to plug
in two more - it's that easy! A few do not have sockets, in which case you
will need a pair of adaptors. These may need soldering; if this is the case, we

will supply the sockets at no extra cost — that's service! 7

A 1040 STe will usually have four 256K SIMM:s. In order to upgrade you UPG:MB STFM =
need to replace these with two or four TMB SIMMs to give either 2 or 4 MB ADE FOR jusT
of memory.

T .

These lines are manned Monday to Friday, 10am to 8pm), and Saturday, 10am to Spm.

If you call outside these hours you can place an order by answerphone — just give the information on the order form as it appears. You might find it easiest to complete the order form before calling so that you can read from it




This month continues the Atari ST Review campaign
to get every ST owner to upgrade the memory of their
machine to at least IMB and to have all those useful

items — at the right price!

ST UPGRADE

12 REASONS TO BUY FROM
ATARI ST REVIEW...

All the products offered by ST Review have been carefully
selected by us as the best in their class. But top quality does

not mean top price. Thanks to our huge buying power we can

deliver top value for our readers too.

v/ All memory boards are populated with memory
v/ All memory boards are individually tested
v' All STFM upgrades use the Marpet connector system,

acknowledged to be the easiest way to upgrade an STFM

v Support from a top ST engineer is just a telephone call
away

v Prices include VAT and postage & packing — the price
you see is the price you pay

v/ No minimum order and no credit card surcharges

v/ Memory upgrades carry an exceptional five year
warranty and other products a full 12 months

v/ 28 day no-quibble money back guarantee
v/ 24-hour order hotline

v Because we only sell a few items, your order will normally

be supplied straight from our large stocks

v Your credit or debit card will not be processed if the item
you order is not in stock

v/ Experienced technicians are available for advice before
placing an order

ALL MEMORY UPGRADES
INCLUDE FREE DISK!

Each memory upgrade comes with a free disk
including memory test software, RAM disk, print
spooler and disk copier, all to ensure you can make
the most of your new memory upgrade...

MEMORY UPGRADE PROBLEMS
- TAKE ONE

Where upgrading the RAM
in your ST is concerned,
there are three facts. Fact 1
— we can upgrade any ST,
STF, STM or STFM to 4Mb.
Fact 2 - most STs are
relatively easy to upgrade.
Fact 3 — a few STs are more
difficult!

Problems centre around
two vital chips; the MMU,
which we’ll look at next
month, and the Video Shifter. If you intend to carry
out the upgrade yourself, strip your ST down to the
main circuit board and look for a silver metal,
rectangular box in the centre of the board. Open it...
you should find a variety of small components and a
single large, rectangular chip. This is the Video
Shifter and it should have 40 legs, 20 on each side,
that go down towards the main board. Most of the
time these go into a black plastic socket that is
soldered to the board. If this is the case, you have a
“normal ST and so require our standard fitting kit -
and no soldering! Occasionally, the legs go straight
into the circuit board which means that your Video
Shifter is soldered in. You have an “unusual” ST and
need a special fitting Kit that requires a small
amount of soldering — I bet this kind of thing always
happens when you buy something!

Is all of this too daunting for you? Then let our
experts sort you out — call them for advice or book
your computer in for our fitting service...

TURN OVER...

...for more readers’
offers and details of

ordering by fax or post
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CLOCK CARTRIDGE

Who sets the time each time they
switch on their ST? If like many
thousands of ST owners you don’t,
then you are missing out. Every
time you save a file it gets stamped
with the time and date - invalu-
able when you are hunting for a
file. Get a clock cartridge and the
time will be set automatically each
time you switch on your ST.

UVK

Everyone knows about
viruses, but far too many ST owners
think it can’t happen to them -

can! Despite the fact that you never
get disks from “friends” and only
buy commercial software, a virus
could still infect you. And when the
gremlins get at your disks, life
becomes an absolute misery. Don't

let this happen to you.
UVK detects and kills more viruses
than any other virus killer. We use it
at ST Review - so should you!

|STING USERS "=
ex UPGRADE — CALL
FOR DETAILS

SEE THE PREVIOUS PAGE FOR OUR SENSATIONAL MEMORY UPGRADE OFFERS!

MOUSE

The ST may be a great computer
but the mouse that comes with it
simply is not up to scratch. The ST
Review mouse is a major enhance-
ment because it uses micro-
switches for the buttons, making it
much lighter and easier to click.
Our mouse also has a much higher
resolution — 280 dots per inch
which means you need far less
desk space and get much finer
control.

e

Do you use your ST for art, graphics, DTP or
music? Then you really should consider our
state-of-the-art, 162 dpi trackball, as used by the
editor of this magazine. Movement from one
side of the screen to the other is effortless and
cursor motion is rapid and smooth, far more so
than with a mouse. The feel is superb thanks to
the high quality micro switches under the
buttons. There’s also a third button that acts as
a locking left button - ideal for continuous
scrolling, painting or line drawing!

STE RAM UPGRADE TO 1MB

STFM RAM UPGRADE TO 1M

CLOCK CARTRIDGE...

MOUSE...........

ST REVIEW BINDER..

| TRACKBALL...

| STE RAM UPGRADE TO 2MB
STE RAM UPGRADE TO 4MB....

STFM RAM UPGRADE TO 2. SMB
STFM RAM UPGRADE TO 4 MB....

CLOCK CARTRIDGE WITH THRU PORT

¢/ DELIVERY — FREE
CREDIT CARD ORDER LINE ~ 0480 891171 OR FAX YOUR ORDER - 0480 890787

SINGLEJOYSTICK EXTENSION G es: o e teammeas vorue s
DOUBLE JOYSTICK EXTENSION....

PAYABLE BY: CHEQUE P.O. CREDIT CARD
) ANIE .occcttits et e v L Wy
L N TR S e e e
POSTCODE:.. .. TEL (DAY): ..

TO: ST REVIEW READERS’ OFFERS, PLEASE RUSH ME THE ITEM(S) AS TICKED IN THE BOX OF‘POSITE._\

| ENCLOSE TOTAL PAYMENT OF £

VISA/ACCESS/MASTERCARD/DELTA/SWITCH NUMBER: QE{]E E -

SIGNATURE:

EXPIRY DATE: /
SWITCH ISSUENO. |/

Paying by CHEQUE or POSTAL ORDER - please make payable to GO DIRECT and write your cheque card guarantee
number on the back. All prices are inclusive of postage & packing and VAT. Please allow 28 days for delivery from when
we receive your order. For non-receipt of goods phone 0480 891171, Monday to Friday between 10am and 6pm.

IMPORTANT!

Send your order to: ST REVIEW READERS’ OFFERS, 7 VINEGAR HILL, ALCONBURY WESTON, HUNTINGDON PE17 5JA




TO THE BEST VALUE GUIDE TO YOUR ATARI S

Subscribing to Atari ST Review means you reap all the
benefits of the exclusive treatment you'll receive as a subscriber, c Hoos E
and now you can have 13 issues for the price of 12.

So, you're wondering, what exactly is this exclusive treatment? It's a whole range of things that ensure you A N Y 0 N E

get your copy of Atari ST Review without any fuss or effort. As a subscriber there are no worries about
remembering when the next issue is on sale. Your copy of Atari ST Review is reserved for you personally.
Before the masses have even thought about their monthly expedition to the shops you'll have had your
copy for a few days, delivered direct to your door, postage free. Not only do you already know the latest
news and gossip, but you've also had first pick of the bargains on offer. As you know, we now produce an
extra issue each year - the Christmas issue. For the same price as 12 (only £41.99 UK) you can now sub-
scribe for 13 issues. All you have to do is fill in the order form and send it to us FREEPOST.
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ity momarses________o |1 ALPHA DATA MEGA
v ke MOUSE AND LOGIC 3

ERMIER PC E

o o MOUSE MAT
CFECRETD :g I b s I :
' & 2 ONE EXTRA ISSUE AND AN
i ATARI ST REVIEW MAGAZINE
& ‘ BINDER
3 ZOOL

4 IMAGECOPY COLOUR
5 UNIVERSAL ITEM SELECTOR

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

To place your order complete this form (photocopies are acceptable) and send it to: Complete this section if you have ticked the Direct Debit of your bank account or credit card option.
Europress Subscriptions, FREEPOST (LE6203), Market Harborough, h
Lelcestershire LE16 7BR or, if paying by Access or Visa, you can fax your Signature ____ - Date _

order on 0858 434190.
Complete only one of the sections below

Name = =

® AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS QUARTERLY
Address _ e S e ———

Name of bank/building society —

Address - — —————
Postcode — Baytime Phone . =2 —

@ Tick which subscription you want:

Name of account
UK 13 issues at £41.99 % e e

6 issues at £18.99
Ongoing Quarterly Direct Debit at £8.99 per quarter * Account No.
(Over a year you will receive the full 13 issues)

Sort code
13i B 4.99 %
EEC L | 13 issues at £5

pasucatclo s @ AUTHORITY TO EUROPRESS TO DEBIT YOUR CREDIT CARD QUARTERLY

REST OF 13 issues at £54.99
WREh 6 issues at £26.49 Credit Card No.
® If you have chosen a subscription with a % beside it now choose any one of the following free gifts: Expiry Date
. Mouse and Mat S ot
Two extra issues and binder Your instructions to the bank/building | understand that if any Direct Debit is paid
Zool society/Europress: which breaks the terms of the instruction, the bank/
ImageCopy Colour | instruct you to pay Direct Debits from my building society/Europress will make a refund.
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CONFUSED BY THE TERMS?

The public domain is a huge - and often confusing - place, but when
you get down to the nitty-gritty there are basically three forms of
freely distributable software. The easiest to understand is plain
ol’ Public Domain, which basically has no restrictions on distribution
whatsoever — you are free to copy, alter, mangle or feed to your
goldfish any public domain program, and the author really couldn’t
care less (although the RSPCA might... Ed). The Freeware system runs
along similar lines, but in this case the programmer retains the copy-
right and you are not allowed to alter his work without permission.

Possibly the fastest growing form of software distribution available
today is Shareware which relies on a payment from the user. Typically
you are given 30-90 days to try out a package, after which you must
“register” — pay a fee — to continue using it. The shareware system is all
about honesty; if you don’t pay the fee, the author is not going to send
somebody round to break your legs, but on the other hand you won't
get any of the benefits of registering and you certainly won’t get that
warm cuddly feeling inside that comes as part and parcel of being
honest. All clear? Hmm, well moving on...

CATEGORY OF THE MONTH: POSTCARDWARE

EXAMPLE: ST ZIP

Postcardware is a variation on the shareware theme. Instead of
sending cash to the author, it's suggested that you send them a post-

card instead (many ask for a picture of your town or village). In nine

out of ten cases, electronic mail messages don’t count, so it’s time to

dig out a pen and see if you can remember how it works...

DESKTRACKER

FLOPPYSHOP e DISK NO: MUS.4148 ¢ £2.50 ¢
MEMORY: 0.5MB ¢« SHAREWARE ¢ FALCON-
COMPATIBLE

IN BRIEF: After years of bad press, the ST finally seems to have shaken off its
reputation for poor sound quality. So much so in fact that you now have the
opportunity to switch off your radio altogether and listen to a soundtracker
module played by your ST while you work. As a desk accessory, this little
wonder is capable of performing its task alongside most GEM applications
and a separate version is supplied to make the most of the STE's DMA sound
facilities.

Unlike most of its rivals, DeskTracker uses a play-list system and can be
programmed in exactly the same way as a CD player. A variety of frequencies
are available and the better the quality, the slower your machine will be to
use. In general, it seems to be very economical in terms of processor time
and this is especially true on the Falcon where the 12kHz setting seems to
have virtually no effect on the operation of the machine at all.

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “DeskTracker is the best module player to date. It
supports every machine in the Atari range from ST to Falcon and even runs
under MultiTOS with memory protection disabled! A must for soundtracker
fanatics everywhere.”

0000

LEAGUE TABLES

EMERALD CITY ¢ DISK NO: SN.38 « £2.50
MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE

IN BRIEF: League Tables is a helpful
application designed to keep a track

on the successes and failures of sports i)
teams. It's flexible enough to be used Bl il s -
for most sports and the author has s L

thoughtfully provided customised . - Pl
versions for Football and Darts. g
Basically, the program serves as a
simple database - just enter where the
game was won and how many points
were scored, and League Tables will
deal with it from here on. All very
straightforward really.

But any affinity you do feel towards
the program is rapidly lost as you see the interface - I'd almost forgotten
how truly awful $TOS menus really are. Maybe we’ve been spoiled by the

Two versions of the program
are supplied — one ready
customised for football, the
other for darts.

D RV ELL it i likes of GEMView 3 and WinRec, but
S Tkl o e somehow it just doesn’t seem right
¢ Tal nane ]
Ve e ror g et for an ST program to splurge text all
e for tean? 1l

 |Jsou want he table cleared wn? g over the screen without even a
it ger | thought of a window anymore.
-
ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Despite
the crummy STOS interface, League
= Tables is reasonably good at its job.
If you are prepared to accept  With a few example tables and just a
the the STOS menus, League couple more features it could make

Tables makes a reasonably the grade.”

competent scores database. o0

Desk File View Options DeskTracker
I 1 - operates much

like a CD player
and can be
programmed to

& & & @
';;"3! DeskTracker STe .22 [2 }or5

=T »Ewwmn
{4 i

JI'\"

load and play
: a selection of
i
o your favourite
& modules.
s ol A

Pesx File Wiew Optiens
P
w¥ [

DeskTracker STe

The Falcon is
supported at a full
50kHz and the speed
penalty is not as great
as you might think. |




(INTERNET HELP

FLOPPYSHOP ¢ DISK NO: COM.4363 « £2.50 ¢
MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN ¢ FALCON-
COMPATIBLE

IN BRIEF: There is some kind of
irony in the fact that most Internet
help files are only available from
Internet sites. All well and good if
you know what you are doing, but
for the complete beginner, ftp'ing
software or using Archie to find an
elusive help file can seem practically
impossible.

Fortunately help is at hand from
Zen And The Art Of The Internet. This
is a text file that goes into detail on
the ins and outs of mail and the all
important “anonymous ftp" (grab-
bing software). It's very well written
and explains all you need to know in simple language, although a basic
knowledge of comms terminology will probably be helpful. Zen is supple-
mented by The Archie Guide which
lacks the clarity of its companion, but
will no doubt be helpful in locating
some good sources of ST software.

Tl Wi Bptiess

Zen And The Art Of The
Internet is probably the best
freely distributable Internet
guide on the market.

Please fill with
ST REVIEW COMMENT: “If you INTERNTZ.TIF
need help in navigating the Internet,
look no further. Zen may not be as
comprehensive as some of the com-
mercial guides, but it covers all the
basics in an easily understandable
way and stands head and shoulders
above its contemporaries.”

0000

.

The Archie Manual isn’t as
easy to follow as Zen, but it's
very useful all the same.

J/

GEMAR

FLOPPYSHOP ¢ DISK NO: F.4340 ¢ £3.00
MEMORY: 1MB « SHAREWARE ¢ HD DRIVE
ONLY « FALCON-COMPATIBLE

IN BRIEF: In times gone by,
backing up a hard disk was a
relatively painless process. Most
drives contained no more than
30 megabytes of information and
although annoying at times,
copying the lot to floppies was
only a few minutes’ work. These
days, the situation is slightly
different.

With the possibility of owning
several hard drives, each boasting
gargantuan amounts of storage
space, the only sensible option is
to go for a tape streamer.

Gemar is a controller program
for these tape back-up units. It
supports a wide range of different devices and is a model of GEM
programming — just the right balance between ease of use and good
looks. If some kind company would care to lend me a tape streamer |
will be more than happy to perform a full six-year intensive test!

Backap-Programs fir Streaner
n Ward STATIFaleea.
P

[l

P T e debr i

Gemar follows standard GEM
desktop conventions and as
such is quite intuitive despite
the German prompts.

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Cemar is superb to look at and according

to reports worldwide, works very well indeed. The German prompts are
annoying, but I'm sure it's only a matter of time before a translated
version appears.”

Q000

PD ZONE Public Domain: Utilities

TOP TEN UTILITIES

1 AUTO STEREOGRAM CREATOR » LAPD * DISK NO: L.77 » £3.00 o
MEMORY: 0.5MB + LICENCEWARE

Turn your ST’s screen into a three dimensional canvas with this superb toy.
The drawing tools are quite limited, but you'll be pleasantly surprised at
just how good even simple scrawls can look when transferred into 3-D. Fun
at the right price.

2 SUPERVIEW * THE ST CLUB * DISK NO: DMG.39 « £2.25 «
MEMORY: 0.5SMB « PUBLIC DOMAIN

Superview is a utility that sits in the AUTO folder and replaces the desktop
“Show/Print” routines. Up to nine documents can be held in memory and
text display is only the beginning of the story; sound samples can be
played and pictures viewed all from within a program “costing” just 40Kb.

3 DESKTRACKER * FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: MUS.4148 » £2,50 »
MEMORY: 0.5MB » SHAREWARE * FALCON-COMPATIBLE

Boogie on down to your favourite selection of sound modules with a little
help from DeskTracker. A play-list system means you needn’t be bored to
death by the same tune repeated ad infinitum and it's fully compatible
with all machines in the Atari range.

4 INTERNET HELP * FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: COM.4363 » £2,50
MEMORY: 0.5MB « PUBLIC DOMAIN « FALCON-COMPATIBLE
Having trouble nosing your way around the Internet? In that case, you
need Zen And The Art Of The Internet. It covers everything from the first
log-on to ftp'ing software and what those cryptic mailing addresses

really mean...

5 ISHAR Il CHEAT * FLOPPYSHOP ¢ DISK NO: UTL.4272 ¢ £2.50 «
MEMORY: 1MB ¢ PUBLIC DOMAIN ¢ FALCON-COMPATIBLE

Is Ishar Il giving you grief? MUG UK comes to the rescue yet again, witha
cheat for Silmarils’ ultra-taxing adventure. While this version only gives a
helping hand, a complete editor is said to be in development. Warm tear
to you, MUG!

6 GEMAR ¢« FLOPPYSHOP = DISK NO: F.4340 » £3.00 * MEMORY:
AMB » SHAREWARE ¢ HD DISK ONLY « FALCON-COMPATIBLE

No computer user can afford not to back up their hard disk and Gemar’s
sole aim in life is to make this process as simple as possible. It's designed to
talk to the vast majority of SCSI tape streamers and is really very easy to
use. Shame about those German prompts though.

7 LEONARD ¢ THE ST CLUB * DISK NO: DMG.39 » £2,25 «
MEMORY: 0.5MB ¢ PUBLIC DOMAIN « FALCON-COMPATIBLE
Whoever decided to make the ST display bombs when the machine
crashed obviously had no sense of humour (now the mushrooms before
the bombs — they were funny!). In any case, Leonard replaces your ST's
sign of defeat with caricature heads; highly entertaining, until of course
you realise that the crash has just destroyed an afternoon'’s work!

8 HD RECORD = FLOPPYSHOP + DISK NO: MUS.4148 « £2.50
MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN

HD Record proves that direct-to-disk recording is not limited to the Falcon.
It takes a sample at 20kHz from your Replay-4 cartridge and dumps it
directly to disk in AVR format. A separate program is supplied to play back
your monster-size samples.

9 LOAD SOUND = FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: MUS.4148 « £2.50 »
MEMORY: 0.5ME * PUBLIC DOMAIN

A piece of C source code designed to aid programmers in dealing

with sampled sound. It's quite happy to load IFF, SND, WAV, IFF, HSN
(whatever that is) formats and the only real problem is the lack of English
comments.

10 BUBBLEBOOK * THE ST CLUB * DISK NO: DMG.39 » £2.25 »
MEMORY: 0.5MB » PUBLIC DOMAIN « FALCON-COMPATIBLE

Yet more proof that no utility is too trivial to appear in the public domain.
BubbleBook puts a comic style “I'm here” caption whenever the right
mouse button is pressed — sweet and simple. Ideal for ST Book owners
and fans of pointless gadgets (me, me, mel).
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TUMBLEVANE PDL

UTADS:

UTA39:

UTA40:

CAL_F

UITA43:

UTA45:; !

LUTA46:

UTA48:

UTAS1

UTA52:

LU'TA53:

UTASS;

LITAS6:

UTAS7: ASTU

LUTASB:

UTABC:

: DB MASTER

6 West Road, Dept STR, Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7JT
Telephone: Emsworth (0243) 370600

nich includes a
select which
up both the

< for your disks with a
t omto the label,

} N, change your desktop
I, auto boot any type of program
r. ON SCHEDULE, work schedule
very good printout routine.
3, an index card database, easy

t search feature. Comes with a
ase of game cheats. CHEF, an electronic
ook with 300 recipes each with cooking
ctions and ingredients.

< xcellent on line address book and
date reminder which holds up to 500 names and
ses. Has a good printout routine. DATABASE,
d database construction kit. SUPERBOOT
W YOO 10 create custom boowp disk. TARAD!
a good PD desktop replacement progr m.
( \_\I KTAIL SELECTOR, a database of cockrails
600+

FASTCOPY 3, A-COPY, PRO-COPY and several
other usp\m% programs and utilities. ZAPMEN
great way of launching programs from the desk
ARCSYS, one of the better arc progs. PACK ICE, the
other arc program.

28: AWARD MAKER, a useful program for producing

awurd certificates. Design your awn ar use one of the
120 already on the disk.

R 1, this has got to be the best answer o

your database problems, design and configure your
! Very easy to use;

ATA EDITOR, enter your data and the program

turns it into easy to read graphs. PIE, BUBBLE,

OPPOSED BARS, FLOATING BAR, 3D BAR, STAR -

BAR graphs can be pmduu.-d stored and updated at
any time. Many students have used this program for
their course work.

7: WG DATA, another database, but for younger users

to learn how to construct and use a database, For the
11+. DATABASE CONSTRUCTION SET, a powerful
program that allows the user to design your own way

of  processing  information. NDP, a
nmslmcr!maguim program.

IDEALIST V3.1, a versatile program for printing out

text and offering lots of helpful functions to use your

print in clever ways, 4 selectable sizes, up to 9

columns, separate output of fonts and pages, editable

headlines and includes fonts for dot matix and
laserjets.

CALAMUS SUPPORT DISK, METACON, converts

lamus fonts ro Text metafonts. FASTPRT,

ssory to speed up printing to the HP laser.

NTH, sample graphics in outline forman.
LASLABEL, template for printing 3.5 inch disk labels.
CANON printer driver for the BJ10E.

NT text! file describing Calamus font format.
HPDIPTCH, a patch for the HP deskjet printer and a
few other small programs.

A disk full of accessories and utilities, ideal disk for
those who do not wish ta buy a disk for each type of

uti
MAILMERGE, a good program for those with a WP
P : without this utility.

TORY PRO, an easy to use inventory system
and stock control for the small business.
SAGROTAN V1.14, THE VIRUS KILLER in the PD

M0 word dictianary, replace your standard spelling
checker with this and you will be onto a winner.
FOOD AND WINE MENU MAKER, an excellent
database that stores and prints out a menu for both
wine and food.

GERMAN TRANSLATE, one of the better translation
programs that makes sense of those German
documents on some PD disks. Does it all for you.

HP CHROME, prints colour pictures in Degas and
Neo format utilising deskjet printers. HYPERB a
multi media database, you can create windows
holding test, graphics or sound and link them
together. CLIPART, for use with Hyperbase.
UNIPRINT, a Hi res Degas Elite printing program for
24 pin printe

ITILITY DISK |, printer drivers for use
IVELOPE PRINTER, JETLABE
set parameters on your deskjet. LASERJET,
| utilities.
ANK, a personal accounts program that will
tell you how much vour can spend in any one month.
HARD DISK UTILITIES, everything you need to look
after and maintain your hard drive.

MANUAL MAKE, a ur?J'1_~- for putting together neat
and tidy printed manuals.

STARTER PACKS
SPECIAL PRICES
Any 5 disks for
£6.75
Any 10 disks for
£11.50

GAMES

‘Towers Dungeon Master Game. 2 dis!

GM13; FMC trading, space trading game. Laser
sail against 10 other countries,

GM21: Llamatron & Revenge of the Mutant Camels, as above
but from the Master of such games, Teff Minter,

irways, Flight Sim (n

Blaster, defender rype game. Wheel of Fortune, as per

the TV show. Monopoly & Pentominoes.

Pipe Perfect, build your pipeline before the flow starts,

ennis, Plumb Cr build a pipeline again. Virus

Killer, a so-50 virus

Penguins, a Lemmings type game with 40 levels.

fun, good enaugh to be a commercial game.

Mystic Well, 2 very addictive Dungeon Master game

from the USA with loads of levels and puzzles to sort

out,

GM48: Crossword Editor, create and solve crosswords.

GM52: Battle for the Thrane, a great RPG that takes some time

1o complete,

Bog, Fuzzball, Trivia, Time Bandit, Wall Street, Quizwiz

& Yahtzee. Quizzes and blasters all on one disk.

Qzone, an award winning platform game that has

everything in it, including a ﬁ.m;, glider.

Master Break, good Breakout clone. Atom, Blaster &

Spaceball.

GM75: Drachen, a 3D Mahjong game. Super Game, a good
I nd field game.

iolence, a very good Xenon type shoot-em-up game.

Pub Games, Pool, Darts, Cribbage, Pontoon and

Checkers

Hunt for Grey November, control your hunter-killer

plane in its search for rogue sub's,

Fatemaster, a great arcade romp on an alien planet with

an alien super spy. | Meg.

GM106: Mindlock, anether great quiz game from D.
Cobbledick. 1 Meg.

GM109: Colour clash, from the same people who gave us
Fatemaster, this time you need to use the grey matter as

95.
| & Regatta,

GM26:
GM27:

GM3s:
GM40:;

GM42: Great

GM43:

GM34:
GMa9:

GM76;

78

G
GM

GM8a8:

GM97:

GM113: Galaxians & Mrs. Munchie, twa blasts from the past. A
Pacman clone and Space Invaders given a revamp.

GMI14: Course Angler, a good game and a fun way to Il am how

to fish, no sitting arour

L4

Fantasy D&D combat game,

he Klingon war battle simulation.

Geofran: Guide a lunar probe and battle wit

underground forces.

GMI2 ﬂ Saftware Projects: Software Company & Simulation -
develop your company.

INKJET REFILL PACKS

TWIN REFILL PACK FOR DESK]JET AND BUBBLEJET
BLACK £10.00
COLOUR £11.50
I'WIN REFILL PACI kl-“l{ THE HP HI CAPACITY

BLAC £16.75
COLOUR £18.00
lJ{Il JOLOUR PACK
3 e three colour cartridges for
the HP 500¢ or 550c three time
this would cost you around £100 in or
-h pack costs just £21.00

tles of ink. If you already have a syringe
y not just purchase the ml»; ?

L?l 00
500ml, 1 litre and 5 litr also available.
Please caj

CLEAN

Each ¢ g kit will cle
new colours to be injected.

hree cartridges ready for
h pack costs just £4.95

A CATALOGUE DISK with our complete range of software is available for just 50p
with any order or for £1.00 without an order.

The disk has over 200k of free PD and a selection of secondhand commercial
software for sale,

CRACKART
V1.36

Now for the first time with full English

Manual. Ask for AAG038.

LICENCEWARE
We also stock licenceware by Powerfist,
Organised Chaos, Virusoft and
HeavenSent.

All priced at £3.00 or less

DISK PRICES:
£1.75 each.
unless otherwise
stated

ART

AAGOI: PALE AS =
screen in l)q.,h mrm at. \i ‘.‘\I)'rl Mandel
a few other small progs.

AAGO4: DALI V3.1, art package from France. Ne

AAG

AAGD6: FRACTAL ZOOM, pmh.]b]\ the fastest gen

fractals around. Full manual on the disk.

A disk full of Fractal programs and utilities. A 3D CAI
prot'.run Full manual on disk.

AAGIO: ST CAD, runs in Med or Hi res. DBANNER, printout 3
inch text along printer paper. REMINDER & MEMOD &
LOOKER.

{1 5T, a great animation program that once sold for over £30.

er, a complete disk of picture converters

SHOWTRIX, display your art work with different fades

between each one.

AAG2X PUBLIC PAINTER, an art package for mano monitor

s. On disk manual.

AAG26: PICTURE WORKS, load, save various picture formats and
do amazing things with them.

' MINIDRAFT V110, easy to use CAD prog.

TONOJC Viewer, capy clipart, add text and draw simple

ipart, you can also print out and save in most formats,

AAG29: PAINTPOT, a simple and easy to use art package for half
meg ow Ners.

EATIVE TITLES, create titles for your Christmas

s, add the professional touch.

T \ .36, the latest version of this excellent art
ral new features. | Meg.
MAN . whatever you need to do
to do it. 2 disk set.

50,

AAGOT:

AAGHS

ic 4. Create

SPRITE WORKS

® A powerful new set of cor
Basic versions 3 and above
Chaos,

@ Turn GFA Basic into a games language with
Sprite design & two MAP designers.

£7.00

EDUCATION

EACOI2: Easter Egg Huni ¢
Eggs & take the:

children 5-12 years. Find all the Easter
ic door to win, Good fun.

EACO1: PERFECT MA on and answer card game,
r 10's. QUIZICAL, a good
EAC(2: BODY SEARCH, designed to nildren learn the human

anaromy as required in elem

SEARCH, a computer aided (m‘m

village for info about the Gliggs fami

good maths program that grows

another good [ze'neml knowledge test,

are based on the U
F.

Lla;\huu and easy and h/mi levels uprn The Lh||.l» inferest
15 held by turning the learning process into a game where
carrect answers help the character on the screen to escape his
ate. HANGMAN, the old school room favourite that helps
pelling.
I 4Hl HOUSE, control a butterfly as it moves around
it lands on various objects a description is given
n takes place. ME, displays four pictures
st \x placed in the right order, once this is
imated. Help the child undstand that

initialized 1o cor
German.

EACI0: NOAHS ARK, a
and word recog RS
aid for younger children
EACIL: : ", for the y
teaches maths in all four dis
thus keeping interest levels hugh
for the slightly old user, the test is hesed os
the world,
EACI4: COLORAID, designed to g
into how a computer cn
made from fruit, CREBUS wri
and print rebuses, # rebus is
symbols are used in place of
on this disk.
EACI8: THE WORL it teaches you about
world.
EACIS: nomy then this is for
k a star from k on itand all the info
you want is there. [t mimate past or future events.
I—uII manual ¢ .
EAC ELLTALE € Y by E. Mills Bsc, PhD. An

Hteractive pProgi the h.!!l\\ ||‘ \Il‘ll]lﬁ‘l’\ thl PTOLr'(N“
CSl ..r_1.'e\ A, B and C, good graphics &
X s of atomic structure, electron structure,
2 compounds, etc-

14 WORLD FACTBOOK, a four disk set of everything you
want to know about over 240 countries. If you wnat 1o know
how many people live in Albania, what the birth rate is, death
rate, who they are upset with, where they sell their products
or just about anything else then this is for yow. A document
display is also included on the disk. £5.00 for the set.
WORKOUT V1.0, a general purpose learning aid for either
question & answer tests or learning passages by heart. This
program conforms parnially to the C guidelines on
computers, language learning and may be of use in the
classroom.

EAC29:

DTP & WP

WPDOL: ST WRITER ELITE V4.1, an excellent WP package
all thre
XT + DEMO, a fully working demo of this
DTP program but you can only print out the top
er of any Ad page.

PING TUTOR, teach yc
m, several levels of

WPDO2

elf touch typing with
ssons have been built

am.

xeellent WP program that features
screen. 15T WORD UTILITIES,
DOUBLE TTP, print your text in
RINT, lets you printout in large

WPDI2 ood spreadsheet program with an
3 routine,

WpDi14: your second manual for all

t made clear in the official

WPD15: PRINTER DRIVERS £ t Word users covers just
about every make of pri mes with full installer
& instructions. WORD ( {TER. WPTOOLS, a
selection of WP utilities for 1st Word.

WPDI8: PAGESTREAM FC pt screen fonts for
the following fonts:- &, Creative, Hudson,
Letter, Gothic, Oriental, Saturn, University and
Roman.

WPD19: PRINTING PRESS V3.10, the closest thing to a full
DTP program in PD. Also on the disk is a picture
converter.

WPD22: PRINTING PRESS EXTRA'S, a disk for use with
WPDI9 containing extra fonts and clipart,

WPD23: DB WRITER V1.8, a very good WP program for Hi
res users which can be used by both half meg and I
meg machines. A manual on the disk gives a good
guide to the program.

WPD24: DB WRITER SUPPORT DISK, includes &
comprehensive thesaurus and a selection of
dictionaries covering Medical, Legal, Computer and
Biblical terms. You can also add your own with &
utility on the disk.

WPD25: A utility for designing and downloading fonts to the

STAR NL10 & LC10. Hi res only with loads of fonts
ready to use. Can be used with an emulator.

WPD26: GUTENBERG PRESS, allow a 9 pin dot matrix printes
to be used as a NLQ printer, load in ASCII files and
print them out in high quality format and a selection
of fonts.

MUSIC AND MIDI

MUMO1: ACCOMPIANIST, a 16 voice sequencer for use withy

any model of 5T, with room for over 10,000 notes,

multi-recording with separate MIDI channels and &
wide range of editing utilities.

IN CONTROL, a user definable MIDT controller with

over 20 sliders that can be programmed to contral

your midi instruments. SCONVERT, compress of
expand sound samples.

MUMIR: 1632 voices for use with the Yamaha DT/TX series of
6 operator synths with a file reader for loading the
voices directly via the midi. A varied and useful range’
of voices on the disk.

MUMI19: TRI-SOUND SEQUENCER, a chip/digi-chip 3
channel musi sequence

MUM20: SAMPLE

MUMOD2:

5
DISK, a disk full of useful
ling and converting. Alsa
racker to create your own

MUM2 UM & MIDIPLAY, two useful programs for

s with a drum machine and Midiplay i

cer. German documents with English

disk. 1 meg and Mono.

, @ mouse driven Yamaha TX81z editor.

a powerful midi file converter from

Hybred Arts Freeware.

: ALCHIME Jr V2.22, this has got to be one of the best

musical sequencers for the Atari anywhere. Comes

with over 200 tracks for your use and has far too
many features 1o list.

MUMST: AL SCORE, a graphic based fully WYSIWYG
score writing program from Mainstream Music. Draw
stav ine squares, 5 selectable score fonts, print
preview mode, etc. Printer drivers now added fog
most makes of printer.

MUMS58: ROLAND 'D' SERIES SOUND BANKS, a bank of
tones for the D5, D10, D20, D110 and GR synths.

MUM24

GERMAN TRANSLATE
NOW UPDATED
Superior automatic translation.
AWARD MAKER
now with full instructions. 286 awards
on disk.
PRINTING PRESS
Plus Support. Compressed on one disk.
English version £1.95




D ZON

IMG GDOS DRIVER

FLOPPYSHOP ¢ DISK NO: UTL.4271 » £2.50 »
MEMORY: 1MB ¢ CHARITYWARE®*
FALCON-COMPATIBLE

IN BRIEF: Thanks to the release of SpeedoCDOS, quite 2 number of new
packages arriving on the market are GDOS-friendly. This leads to a situation
where the majority of software packages can share the services of a single
printer driver.

The IMG driver takes output from any GDOS application and dumps it to
disk as a graphics file. “And what good is that?” you might ask. Well, for a
start it comes in handy when using fax programs and can also be helpful in
combining output from a GDOS package with a Calamus or PageStream
document.

Installation is very easy under SpeedoGDOS, but is a little trickier with
earlier versions — a problem that is aggravated by the lack of English
documentation. On the bright side, at least it claims to work with all known
GDOS variations...

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “If you're looking for an easy way to get GDOS
output to disk, the IMG driver is ideal. However, be aware that it's not fully
compatible with all applications and the fixed 300dpi resolution could be a
problem if you're short of disk space.”

SO00

T | T — .| Installation under
H—‘ ek —— | SpeedoGDOS is as
{zTr—L == m““"— : s:‘mplle ;:s dropping
G the e into ur
H-File, 180 dpi 4 ‘Emiﬂﬂ" PRIITET | fi Lo
Print Duality: [ Tin - T drivers fo’dﬂ.
TrTTE— L
Calors: | s — 18
Port: & t.i'T.':js_nIm' =
T - = Beight: 10.5 lnﬂi g E
Herizeatal ORI Size: [ JH |
Wertical DT Size: [ ]
Print res Ofisets: [ | I 2
O O [ Sk
Moo pages 1
Start page
The IMG Driver

works relatively
well with most
applications, but
there are some
notable exceptions,
such as Easy Text
Vector.

SCORE ST

GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL »
DISK NO: START.1/90 « £2.75 ¢
MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE ¢
FALCON-COMPATIBLE

IN BRIEF: Score ST is a brave stab at a musical desktop publisher. It
—————— doesn’t concern itself with MIDI
too much and instead takes a
purely layout approach to the
problem. Alongside the standard
GEM window you will find a set of

Bevi iy tar i
| oL aniiTied Py 1

Music DTP on the cheap -
Score ST is very powerful
considering the price.

PD ZONE Public Domain: DTP

s N
) Assassin tames
"Faat Filenane NM-;:SH'I ; the ASSIGN.SYS
|| file and makes
| handling multiple
| GDOS set-ups a

piece of cake.

By Michael F. Ellis ||
version 14 |
Copsraght k) 199 I

| |
Lﬂﬂll Assassin Write B3y i;g] Head Uisk Tuit fssassin

[Tadicates the toral B remaining:

GDOS SOLUTIONS

THE SHAREWARE COMPANY ¢ DISK NO:
SLAN.051 ¢« £1.75 » MEMORY: 0.5MB e
SHAREWARE

IN BRIEF: Getting the best from early versions of GDOS is a bit of a black
art. Without a detailed knowledge of the ASSIGN.SYS file and a good deal
of luck, persuading a number of GDOS applications to coexist on one hard
disk can seem like an impossible mission.

TSC's GDOS Solutions disk aims to solve at least some of the heartache
involved in producing that elusively reliable GDOS set-up. The backbone of
the collection is Assassin, the very best ASSIGN.SYS manager available. This
is complemented by the GDOS System Manager, another program along
similar lines and a few useful printer drivers. AMC-GDOS is also included
together with a patch that claims to solve some of the compatibility
problems with older applications. The remainder of the disk is filled up
with various bits of programming information.

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Put aside the rather lame space fillers and

GDOS Solutions becomes a very worthwhile compilation. Everything needed
to run a complex GDOS setup is included and the Assassin documentation
makes interesting reading for any GDOS rookie.”

SO0
[ A File Edit_Options Pl 0 Stu]r Text _Graphics felp
=]
| 4
No matter what 8 i
applications you
use, GDOS |
Solutions contains |—— —s—f H
a utility to make |¢ "9} L
your life easier ' all L
\. 7

musical symbols that can be simply lifted and dropped onto the page. It all
feels very natural and the lack of documentation shouldn’t present too
many problems.

In practice, the whole thing gels very well. There’s very little to criticise in
terms of interface or features and the editor itself is refreshingly intelligent!
In fact, the only real downer is the hard-wired printer driver. It is possible to
program in control codes with a supplied utility, but somehow it all seems a
bit too much like hard work.

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Score ST isn’t going to give Music DTP any
sleepless nights, but when you consider the price and level of fealures
on offer, it remains an essential (o —
purchase for any muso. The
overall DTP feel of the program
makes it very easy to use indeed.”
00000

Anybody with a little DTP -
experience will be up and | .
running in no time, thanks to
the intuitive GEM interface.

o LT ST [

1] LS
-
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New Age PDL

THE

BEST FOR ST AND
FALCON 030!

THE ATARI FALCON

At New Age PDL we are supporting the new Falcon 030 101%.
Ws :urren have a huge stock of Falcon specific and enhanced

Il on High Density (1.44 meg) disks. We also fil these
dlslu; to l:upuﬂry wherever possible fo give you the best possible
value for money. We now have o dedicated Falcon catalogue
containing loads of free software including utilities, demos,
music an me. This catalogue is COMPLETELY FREE to new
customers wliaa r first order - just ask for it.

ALL FALCON DISKS
£1.75 EACH

| FALCON ART & GRAPHICS PROGRAMS |

FALCS - Birdy 2 Animofion [ mege), very cute! Cyrel Plete Maste ceno

FALCE - Frockl DSP, Frocil Zoomers, IFF, GIF, RAW & TGA viewers, B4 Comeno for altering
raster images, Speed of Light 2.6, F-Paini, Ch-;gu demo, Hideshower

FALC37 - Fraciol Ployime, Genview 3.00, Delmpaind, Gix Gi, Binaris 210 + more!

FALC95 - Geokech - landscope generolor, Neachrome, Photo Studio demo + more

FALCP8 - Chloe demo, Overlay demo 1.03 [mpped), Poxart demo |

FALC102 - Renyshort demo 1.1, View XGA, MG converter, Chogoll Demo, Jpeg vew 214

FALC 110 - Videl - easy Yo use TGA viewer, Roinbow deme 0.5 - Truecolour art packoge

FALC 117 - POV Rayirocer 2 on 2 disks, zipped & exponds ko neorly 5 meg! £3.50

FALCON PICTURES & ANIMATIONS I

FALCZ3 - Torga Sideshow - 24-bit Truecolour pictures - photogroghic qualityl

FAIC31 - Templaion Thefirst sk of on ENCIUSIVE pock of JPEG pichres of gergeous gk
Encellent quality pichures and the three disk pock contains o bess thon ninaly piciures!
Yes 90! Disks 2 & 3on FAIC324 33

FALC34 - The Chippendale Audifions. This time o disk of gorgeous blokes!

FALC38 - Fll Animafions: AS Lomp, Balloon, Bort, Glass, Hands, Bounce 2

FALC39  -FU Animations: A3DS, Apple, B Ball, Bugs Bunny, Chubb, Cone, Tigereo!

FALCTE - Maga Pictures - from Japanese films such a3 Akira, Drogon Ballsetc in JPEG format

FALCBS - Stortrek Pictures - JPEG's from oll series

FALCB? - Animal Pichres - the first of five disks of all sorts of mommes. [JPEGS)

FALCON DEMOS

FACY - Grotesque [Excelentl], Gourad, Speeder, Alasma 30 & 50, lniel + more!

FALCT1 - Marphing demo - recquires 2 Meg memary + hord drive spocs. + 3 marel

FALC 96 - When Dreams Become Reality (RGB], Warum [RGB, Incoovex [RGE].

FALCH7 - Fuj Roy animotion |2 meg mamary + HD space], Plastic Dreoms - RGB/TV only

FALC 105 - Arrivol demo by Agression, Confict dema [4meg+), Cool demo. All RGR/TV erly

FALC 106 - Faleon Flight Demo - mlnm:nm»m:m‘mlu bordscope + great music.

FALC 107 - Crime by the DNT crew, Mogne! b‘p’Ml'a‘e:n Babs-1. Al RGB/TV only

FALC 111 - Lemons - digitsed sequence of cars racin g round frock wik music

FALC 13 - Marga demo [4meg+] - digifised pictures of o womon modeling a skimpy bikin!

FALC 116 - Papo wos Blode Runner [4meg+] new demo by EXD, verr\‘ood RGB/TV anly

| FALCON MUSIC RELATED PROGRAMS |

FALC7 - Forfune for creating cites, Protrocker 2, TCH Trocker, Detkracker 1.11

FAICT7 - Winree 1.35 (D2D), Digitcl 030 - new B-irack tracker progrom, unsiable though
FALC2? - Siowirek Cites for Fortune, Dome - Digial Audio Mulipayering Edike.

FALCS52 - System Audio Manager 1.1 - assign somples io events, Digilape 2 demo.
FAIC 68 - 49 W somples for Sysiem Audio Manoger

FALC82 - Profrocker S0Khz modules: Come & Get me, Pugsy, Tripout, Hardcore efc,
FALCE3 - As chove: Freudion Dreoms, Goodbye, Horry, Iniro, Joumnal + 5 mere

FALCBA - As above: Waich Your Boss Spin, Boom And She Cums, Fin + & more.

FALC 4 - Mijuzokk - Huge sound player progrom. Zipped, exponds to 2 meg.

FALCTI5 - Ocidbyser (.8 - ancther 8-trock fracker ported from the STE + docs & source code

| FALCON GAMES

FALC 21 - Humons Demo disk 1. Tipped, expands fo 3 Meg. Disk 2 on FALC 22

FALC35  ~Nethack 3.1.1 - 2 Meg memorys. Brillcnt dungeons and drogens gome

FALC 103 -Cheyd fencelent!), Des Lasers ef Des Hommes (3D shoot em upl, Masters of Chaos
{Du Master done], Tron, lshar Editor, Mario Kart demo.

FALC 104 - Spacch (RGE| - great spoce shoot em up, Madkvs [RGB - crazy Teirus!, Verficd
Mayhem RGB) - rice version of Columes.

FALC 112 - Mahjong Il - German version of his cassic fle gome. Disk apprex 1/2 bl

| FALCON UTILITIES & APPLICATIONS |

FALC2? - Fedeon Boot 1.2, Backward 223 (ST emulator], New Depock, Text Files, Desk Copy
Deskpic 1.05, Sysinfo, Mulki Dickogue, DC Xiroct 2.1, Revive, SpiniED 1.3

FALCS - C54K - C compier, Chipmunk Basic 1.0, GTAR 1,111 - For MINT & Minix systems

FALCI0  -DSPS6001 Assembler 1.1, ASM-CPX and ISP Bis - gel progromming nowl

FALCTS - 45 ossorted MINT/MURTOS ubilities + extended colour icons thaf rum in Truecolour

FAIC 20 - DSP Rouines - obout | megabye of usehul DSP routines

FALC28 X Control 1.2, Clock 2.0, Edison screen saver, Mini F5 0.5, Magic Boot, Gemar 1.23
Tope Backup, BMAP Fix 2, Falc mods, Ouhside demo, PRG Flogs.

FALC36 - RDE 3.1 Towwin 1.4, Lho 222, Too 2.1, Zip 2.3, Gem Bench 3 25, Good Bockup 1,13
Boot Init 1.1, Ecopy 1.5, Feontrel, Shbuf 1.3

FALCT7  ~Emocs 3,11, Everest 1.5, KM Term, Atomik 3.5, X-Menw 1.3, Prokile 1.43, Rezfooler
run RGB stulf on VGA monikorl, Fullres 1,01, Swab, Delock 1.0, Ruzzy Clock 1,14,

FALC 109« DMB icons - o lorge sels of replocement icons, Before Down screensaver 1.25

FALCT14 - Muti-Dialogue 1.3, Master Browse 3.2 - excellent text e viewer, T-Coche 6.0

THE ATARI ST/STE

New Age PDL in now in it's third year of business supplying top
quality ST/E software. We now have over 1400 disks of some of
the best PD, Shareware and Licenceware to suit all tastes, Just
look through our advert ot get an idea of the huge range that
we carry. Our disk based catalogue describes every single
program in detail, has o beginners section and is very easy to
use - it's also COMPLETELY FREE to new customers! Just ask for
it, there's no need to send any disks or SAE's. If you are an
existing customer ond you would like an update then send back
your disk with a stamped SAE.

[ HIGH RESOLUTION GAMES |

GAME | Aredurd, Elemnator, Gokary, Gigalod, Mini Goll, Bubble, Runer, Spocs Wor, Telrs,
J‘} Thing, Cnce 'AKing
GAME § omond Iac-.asac;r] Tnvoders, Macpan, Megoroids (Asteroids], Mineheld,
oy,

ope ) i
e Control, Go-Boord, Munchers, Pong, PUIPUI Trivia, Go-Up.
3o (Excellent breakout gome), Supeme*oul Basebol.

- Pork 1 & 2 - spoct Zork type odvenhure gomes, Enchonted Reolms.
+ Net Hack v2.3, Seribble, Sherlock, Zarge, Checkers.
+ Eomon chsyﬁale Laaying Kit, DOG' dungeons and drogons.
 Juopardy, Clueso, Airine omative, Bandwurm, Hexdris
 Hack & Sloy Consiruciion Sel, Cl s, M:khi Crossword Edor 2
- Risky Consiruction Set, Roulete, Yobsy, , Poker, Poi Gow
125 - Cyole Dave's Poker, Deena, Cribboge, Tectic, Fau Poker.
| - Mapclean - o "Risk' style game mdﬂ\'\)feg}'
GAME 185 - Owyd 2- vhem;dhhhimﬂxydmd*h«duhﬂhmgmd
GAME 186 - Talric - rew Talris hype gome.
COLOUR GAMES |
GAME T 'AW&W’IM'WRD’DNL@W
GAME S8 - Squidge, Frst Machine, Fin Gome, Rocket Boll
GAME78 - Popeyed - o pop musk gome with on odull theme.
GAMES! - Blo - billnt veriaion on the Telris theme.
GAME 83 Gu:ﬁe & the Holey Vest - superb onimoted odveniure. | Megs,
GAME 104 - Blot! - A very nice version of Telris, STE ONLY
GAME 105 - Inkitrotion - 30 game. Cizone, Alormsk Risbokid. Great shoat ‘am up.
GAME 117 - Fost Freddy - lovely plofform gome with superb grophics
GAME 121 - Dorklyte - graot lsomefric 30 wor/ strotegy game simikar 1o Hero Gues!
GAME 123 - Top Troiner harses], Anarchy Acndemy - wreok havoe in schedl. Boing,
GAME 128 - Dungeon Lord - good ngeanMuslerClu‘:e,ﬂ.thrmr.-..
GAME 131 - Glass Busock of Tharg - sove the land from the evil butock! - | Mags
GAME 132 - Poycho Pig - o disk ploflorm gome, very aite, £3.50
GAME | - Choos 1/2 Meg version - classic specirum game converted. | meg on GAME 144

GAME 13
GAME |
GAME 150

{ ke

- Grondod I - the sequel to Game 3, comes on 2 disks | Meg+. £3.50
Ciperation Blue Sunrise 3 - massive STAC odventure gome. 'Im:y

Course Angler 1,02 - go tockle fishing on your STI
S Fig! - o beilliont :}f‘iumsmdﬁhﬂ\'hke&m(ub-&h&dh

~ Wormhole - nice verically scrolling shoot em up with lick graphics.

« Three Reokms of Suspicion - STAC odventure. Spocebal - like Ice Hockey.

-B17 - bomb the b F-1 - very good flight gome, 8 missions.

- Viing Il - shoot em “"“eny

- Theme Park Mysiery, Comba - kil mryﬂmg' Summoria.

= The Obscure Moturolist - STAC grophic odvenhurs | Meg, Dominoes, Sliher

 Nirvang - phofforms, Pure Logic. Maze, Choin Readion - columns,

- Megaline - four player Tron/Light Cydles, Insectoid, Cops n Robbers,

«Magic Tom (I mege), My rectnew 30 CK gome

- Oyd || meg+) - superb puzzle/ siotegy game, Duck Desh

- Boftin Beothars - the bast Trivia gome yef! Excaflent presaniotion|

- Loboly Invoders - wesha'd-\mmlg:n gerec sound. STE oy

- Bludgeon 1.1 - fontosy role ngm“‘\iwwxh'

- Trodonian's Creafion - te o Three Reckms of Sespicion - STAC odventure

-TheHecv)' Bunch - Wild West gome of  garmbling sc. Spol ! - purle.

- Fafemaster - superb arcode odventure/ungeons and drogons
Argon, Out, Codename Bomb, Pyromid, Disk Hurd, Sictet, Turbo, Wor Jesp, Plumber
Picker, Plonst Man, Uboo, Ypsilon - 13 games!

- Aderoid, Bang 3, Botte, Bellu, Quiz, Bloster, Chunks, Europe, Exphode, Fuzzbal
(Gems, Invoders, Megarcids, Micro, Ocopod, Othello, Poc Man, Plort, fiockial

Tanx, Tennis, Woll Street, Zﬁq

- Mystic Well, Deep Loir, Footboll, Harris Goes Skiing, Hounled House, Invoders
Jumpster, Roam, Stenenge Deluxe, USA, Zyxm, Firesiom

- Uopas 1.5 - very slick STE anly Oids/Grov type gome, Endunance - 30 game

~ Towers - o great new Dungeon Maoster Clone - the best yel! 2 disks |1 Mb+} £3.50.
Karote Champion, mwhm?Vumume ice plofform.
Premier Mahjong Il - excellent version of this fle game. 0Hz only.
Cud Lee's Quedt - platform game for kids, :fﬁ roleplaying foniosy gome
Guest for Knowledge - quiz fype game set in o moze arena.

< Wolls of llusion - yet another Dungeon Master Clone, good one though. | Meg+

+ Rings of Power - shool em up writlen with the SEUCK. by Ken Reader.

- World Fighting Championships - beot up opponents from all over the word.

- Survive! Anciher thoot am up by Ken Reoder made with the SEUCK.

| BUDGIE GAMES - £2.75 EACH |

GAME 194

BUGAMBI - Cybersiorm, o very slick Defender gome, really fost

BUGAM8? - Honse Rocing Simulodor for 1 to 5 players. Buy/sell and bet!
BUGAM 100 - Clod Hopper - lovely version of Manic Miner trom the 8-bit days.
BUGAM 104 - Jetpock - onother fohful clone of o dlassic Speccy game.

BUGAM 113 - Footboll Tacfician - formery o £20 release! |

BUGAM 119 - Footboll Tacfician - the Premier Leogue 72/93 season

BUGAM 120 - Dungean - iraditional hack & slash gome wrisen in Talespin
BUGAM 121 - Super Scromble - toke o irip ho the B-bit days with this shoot "em up
BUGAM 122 - World Cup - the lotest Footboll Manogement game from Budgie UK.

] POWERFIST GAMES - £3.00 EACH

POWER | mo. prmn commercial playatle platiorm gome. | Meg+ (51200
T‘
POWER 3 W.x:c:es exiremely slick shoot em vp, one of the best so for.
POWER 4 Funchy 1066 - go bock in fime with some ariery for this dossic!
POWER 5 grect i screen orcade odveniure. | megs
POWER & - W:'ﬁnwmmzswmbm'
POWERS - lord Romsey ;m fie 256 Canlury - grwromwn;?rk
POWER 13+ Lotoion Unwee T escope four oxing levels of this brill 3D gome.
PGWERU Coste Copers - wonderiond plaform game set in o haunted cosfe
POWER 15 - "Ees Lost Hes Morties! - Huge adventure written in STAC.
POWER16 - Fracked Ot 2 e seque in e greot PO puzzle gome.

1 ADR GAMES COMPILATIONS

ADR are o group of coders wha ioke populor 7D gomes, compres them 5o thot Joods con be fited

mmds&vﬂhmmhuhwv buion Fom 3 memy
ADR 1 -Gdumm.,GmEoKnbn%pSon@wwm-Ell

ADR2 - Mrs Munchie | Imeg+), Ulopos Preview (I meg STE) Night on the Town, Bloody Blode,
bk Voo Ko ot ey

ADR3 - Bols, Viokence, Kid Kong (1megs+|, Hoppy Poc Wem, Lamairan

ADRA - Abominballs, Qﬁw Super Motch Moker, Fleet Sireet, Suish

ADRS - Cybemetix, Rebound |1 megs], Hordcore (1megs| Shug 2092, Grand Prix, Frogger

ADR 6 - Fale Master, Castle Copers ok

ADRT -Gfmdodﬂmeg-l Gfmdod?poﬂl Crical Moss, Torbo

ADRB - Grondod 2 part 2 [both parts needed], Prensonum+

ADRY - Rush 2, H-Mec 2 [STE), Ozone 2, Blob Roce, Breakout +, Alomik 3.6

ADR 10 - Super Dork Peorl {1 megs), Operotion Garfeld [STE], Mirvana (irained), Pocmo (STE |
megs], Teseroe

ADR 11 - Gloss Buock of Tharg (1megs, Invaders, Poiner, Punt, Slomp

MEGA-GAMES PACK ONE!

No less than fen disks crommed fo the brim with archived gomes (de-orchiver and

infed insiructions supplied) fo squeeze on on umuz:n% 117 gomes covering

rdr'puzzJe.r'shnhgy arcode and adventure. For o full st ask with o order

or if not ordering, send a skamp. All should run on @ colour system with 512k and

be STE com ngblel You will need about twenty disks fo unarchive these disks
onlo! AMAZING VALUE FOR MONEY.

117 GAMES - JUST £14.95!

| ART & GRAPHICS

ART | - A disk fll of 23 miscellonecus ufilities inchuding viewgif 1.2.

ART 51 - Crockort 1.36 - lahest version of the best 5T art pockage! 1 Meg+.

M1D  POLL b a.w“’:;”'“’k""

3 - PAD 2.4 - English version of fis hi res poc

ART172 - Poinishop Plus 203 - A commerciol okge

ART 180 - Painlpot - on ex- rcmmemulpuum uhu:L 503'

ART 187-196 - Templafion! Volume 1 - the firt "Eﬂa-\i'ole'lew
picures of empting girks! 'wv\!w‘s[:ﬂeusesldeuh forS Mund
one for STE which fokes of 032,748 colour

New Age POLI Ten crommed disks of just 51500
- Cor Shdeshow - brilliant Photochrome pichu

Bt D shdehon 0 pes o
Erce Do b 2+ m.ﬁwm
-?GVRuwuwﬂ\ebwruerwuwdekksﬂiﬂ

odnc'STE(H}

DEMOS
DEMO 339 - STAX Hot Keinan Plon Demo
DEMO 336/337  « Troou'n Int Ket Bet Groe! Ben Breman (2 disks| 1 Meg+ £3.50
DEMO 335 - Reality s A Lie demo - | meg+
DEMO 328 - Ambience Demo By Choos
DEMO 325 * Perpeducl Down Demo. | Meg+
DEMO 323/34 - TNM Megodam, 2dila £3.50
DEMO 320-322 - Froggies Over The Fance - Theee disksl | Meg+ £5.00
DEMO 314/315 So For Demo. 2 disks £3.50

- Relopse demo - Three dsks. STE Onlyl £5.00

- Eestocy 1, Eceloy 2 - brilliont STE demos

- E405 - o great STE only deme by Percy of Light.
Dreamzone umwiru;rw‘leﬁm £3.50.
- The Omikron fakes up 3 disks! | Meg+- £5.00.
Brutdl T mmﬂfwl only demo.

Music Dream Il - 9 superb 50Khz funes by E.. - STE only.

| SOUNDTRACKER MUSIC

- Four, Proghunk, Cult 2, Cult 3, Federdl Force, Rove |

(Con, Shor, House, Jewel, 5¢ , Celic &, Roppit, A-Team, Sweet Dreams
- Mors Lememings, , Poyehic 1, Bushfire, Doane 2, Ace Bose, Echoing
- Scrombled Mind, 1+ Wi WyrehHongun?lnwsTubo?HM

- The Looder Finc, Avificil, Finaly | Py, Spoce Ju

- Donna, Hope Port |1, mmnwymmﬁuwlm

3 - Eleciric Revenge, Telephone, Flsh 4, Racer JO0K, The Credits, View 1o o Kill

- Kisje Poa Klisie, Oldmoc, Abscle Muzok, Blenz-Vecior, Frog Mix, SNT Vecr
-Enqw,Equu«Revm Grlox, Goloxy, Ewok

| WORDPROCESSING (ANY RES)

WORD | - 5T Wrier Elite, EDH Te, Zap ST, ST Page, Typist, Desk Accessories.
WORD 2 -MollM:fSpalCluk ankz:Ccunl.[kuHe,Comﬂ.

WORD 4 - First Word + tools, Grommar demo, Spell Binder, Text Filler.
WORD 5 - Calamus Demo, na save funcfion but you can print. High Res only.
WORDE - DB Writer 1.4 - very slick sor with mony features. 'H' 1 Meg+
WORD 9 - Colomus Support disk - loods Miliﬁesb((uk!mundfaﬂsﬁ(

WORD 10 - Calamus Manual in the form of a CDK. [Disk not full]

WORD 12 - Papyrus Office Demo 2.26 - good document processor with fonls ekc. 'H'
WORD 13 - Calamus 5 dema - fully Funclioning except save. 2 disks. £3.50. 'H' | Meg+

L

NEW AGE PDL (DEPT STR12), P.O. BOX 30, LEIGH-ON-SEA, ESSEX, S59 4AD TEL: (0702) 480691




€1,75 EACH New Age PDL

=

st Usds, Rom Disks, Hock 'n

UTILITIES (ANY RES)

STL1 - Siorigem, Heod Siort 1.1, DC Clock, Disk Checker

Copy, Turtle 3.2 {HD bockup), Megalormat, Memen

4 -Pook 25, 5T ind 3.4, Switcher - loods peogroms foster, 20 DC ufiifes

L5 Fﬁ,ﬂ DC Showit, Desk Manager, O Mono Emultor 5, Spoal, D Stffer

foods 32 ocs], Spesch Synhescser. Mouse Acceleraior.

UTL6 - bomes The Buder, London Phone Codss, MenuSYS, Pinbead, Super Colender Boich Strkp
Auto Sor, Postmortem, Mo Bombs, E-Disk, 9 Quick Utilifes.

ovor coniral ponel], Schellie 4,01, Clock 5et

L EDUCATION | %1

Kid Music, Kid Notes, Kid P
+Kid Grid 2, ¥od Mbup, K

BEGINNERS GUIDE TO
STOS BASIC

This is o complete pragromming course for all ST/STE's consisting of o 618
page, ring bound course monual plus two double sided disks wiiE over 190
programming examples! 26 choplers will take you through step-by-step how fo
create shoat em up's, art progroms, junior educational programs, GCSE maths
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SPOT IT

LAPD * DISK NO: G.323 ¢ £1.50 *
MEMORY: 0.5MB « SHAREWARE

IN BRIEF: Spot It is a comput-
erised version of “spot the

Please Choose a MNumber
You Mill Then See Two

difference”. It provides a selection . ' i tanme,

of eleven hand-drawn scenes and : Rl Hji 11 Have Made Ten
. - . . -~ andomn

the idea is simply to click on the PEE 01 Them

discrepancies between two seem-
ingly identical pictures. What's
more, the changes are chosen
randomly as each game is started
so completing the lot once
needn’t mean binning the disk. Sherlock here guides the player
The game is presented by a through Spot It. The random
hound in Sherlock Holmes get-up  nature of the game means that
and, in general, the graphics are  long term playability should be
very nicely done. The only real good.
criticism that can be made is the
obscurity of some of the changes. Spotting a few pixels missing from a
cactus in the desert scene is hard enough on a monitor — goodness knows
what it would be like on a TV.

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Spot It is a highly original idea and very enjoy-
able to play. The cartoony graphics work well in the setting and the whole
game is nicely presented. If a little more thought were put into the changes
themselves, it would be just about perfect.”

QOO0

Some of the
dmngcs are
quite obscure
and can be very

s A = .M ¥ difficult to spot,
SIIE] T = hiatrnae o T [S50RE| especially on a
- e TVv.

EASTER EGG HUNT

THE ST CLUB ¢ DISK NO: EDU.48 ¢ £2.25 ¢
MEMORY: 0.5MB » SHAREWARE

IN BRIEF: Easter Egg Hunt is an adventure game for younger children. It's
your job to guide the heroine of the story, Heather, around the house, open-
ing doors and collecting the eggs that lie behind them. Her mischievous little
brother Bink will do all he can to hinder Heather’s progress and only a toy or
an egg will make him go away.

Surprisingly, the game uses a text-only interface. It follows the standard
pattern for adventure games although there are no mazes, monsters or any-
thing else that might put off or scare younger players. All of the descriptions
used are written in such a way as to be understandable by children and a
map of the play area is provided to help out in an emergency. And get this —
the shareware fee, if your children like the game, is one week's pocket money!

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “It's not often you come across a game that's set
at exactly the right difficulty level for children and yet Easter Egg falls into
this category. It's just a shame the programmers couldn’t bolt on a more
ambitious interface.”

0000

HENRY U [1413- 14221 From Picts To
& ;3?-; ftq:ei :e 2:2 na Parliament 3
Stormed into France| takes a humorous,
EHEnS Sy Satalesid but accurate, look
at the British
monarchy.

were fought.
He declared himsel ! |
King of France and |
clinched the deal
AT “by marruinag Catherine —
EnGLAnD, de Valois, daughter of
King Charles UI of France.

The most famous Battle was fought at
fAigincourt though many others followved.
In any event Henry eventually ruled most
of France. Charles VI was too nuity To
be King. Shakespeare takes a quantum

leap from MacBeth to Henry V.

FROM PICTS TO PARLIAMENT - PART 3

GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL e DISK NO:
GD.2176¢ £1.95 « MEMORY: 0.5MB °
FALCON-COMPATIBLE (WITH DIFFERENT
PICTURE VIEWER)

IN BRIEF: |I'm sure the vast
majority of people today look
back on their history lessons
with an overwhelming sense of |
boredom .fhe way :!Iwe past is ""-(;';';“;:‘;110::;:;0"1|<;"'*-:
presented in most schools - as a T L L s s S B L
dull batch of figures interspersed |, suneouder and eteecopes K ashion
with equally dull people — is AT B Tl I
hardly the sort of grounding that Me waz 3 weak & uzeless tulas & €pgiand
makes you want to explore the

subject further.

From Picts To Parliament breaks
away from this traditionalist
approach and attempts to inject
some humour into the learning
process. Now don't think for a minute that this compromises accuracy in
any way — oh no, the basic information is still being taught but in a lively,
interesting way.

The presentation is made up from a slideshow of Tiny-format images
and although this limits the amount of facts that can be stored, it does
mean that pictures and captions are used liberally.

e +2 . g OACK 1O ERGLAND WHERE
~ HENRY III (son of JOHN)
RULED FROM 1216-127Z,
He stuck with the French
by marrying Eleanor of

Provence, while Marsaret,
a daughter, married

(:raphi(s are used extensively to
liven up the presentation, but this
limits the amount of information
on the disk.

ST REVIEW COMMENT:
“From Picts To Parliament breathes life into history with a humorous twist
and gets my vote every time. If you are prepared to accept the lack of

interaction, this disk comes highly recommended.”
SO00

A map of the
play area is
included

with the
instructions to
make the game
as easy to play
as possible.

-- Press (Retwra) to coatinue --

All of the descrip-
tions are written in
easily understand-
able English and the
game is suitable for
children between 7
and 12 years.




WORD QUEST 2

GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL « DISK NO:
GD.2082 ¢ £1.95 « MEMORY: 0.5MB ¢
SHAREWARE ¢ FALCON-COMPATIBLE

IN BRIEF: No matter what you do
for a living, I'm sure there are times
when you need to put together a
crossword puzzle, be it for a com-
pany magazine, a school newsletter
or just a bit of fun. Word Quest 2
comprises two programs designed
specifically for creating crosswords
and the less common word-search
puzzles.

Both started life as commercial
offerings and feature an identical
GEM interface. It's not the most
intuitive front-end you'll ever see,

TE S 7T T
cover most
of the popular topics. In fact,
play your cards right and
you needn’t type in any
words at all!

but certainly usable enough once

the verbose documentation has been
digested. The building process
involves putting together a word list
and then the ST fits them into the

grid itself. Several examples are provid-
ed on the disk to get you started and
once a finished article sits on screen,

it can be saved to disk in Degas format
or printed with an <Alt><Help> key-

Word Quest is good at its
job, but you can’t help
wishing that it was more stroke.
intuitive.

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Even though the creation process is not totally
automatic, Word Quest 2 is definitely good news for puzzle fanatics every-
where. With a little more attention to the interface it could quite easily
surpass Budgie's Crossword Creator.”

0000

GRID WORD

LAPD ¢ DISK NO: L.40 « £2.50 ¢
MEMORY: 0.5MB ¢ LICENCEWARE

ABCOEF GHT JK LAMOFOES TUYHXYE

IN BRIEF: If you're a fan of TV
programmes like Countdown,
Grid Word will be right up your

street. Basically, the game &siu
presents a series of letters and MG "‘é'“lﬂ' 6
it’s up to you to build as big a
word as humanly possible from
the selection. Bonuses are
awarded if an exceptionally
large number of letters are

used and the number of A slightly tacky front end dogs
vowels is adjustable to provide yyhat is a very good game,
several different levels of play.  especially if you are a fan

It all sounds very good in of Countdown.
principle and indeed the game

is nice to play, but for one rather important aspect — the interface. To be
honest, working your way around Grid Word is a bit of a hit and miss affair.
Occasionally mouse clicks are missed and scrolling from page to page in
the help screen involves holding a finger on the mouse button for at least
three seconds.

WoOoRD

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Put aside the slightly tacky interface and Grid
Word becomes a very enjoyable game. It would be nice if it was capable of
checking the validity of a word, but | suppose that would slow things down
even further - not a pretty thought.”

0000

PD ZONE Public Domain: Education

TOP TEN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

1SPOTIT « LAPD » DISK NO: G.323 = £1.50 » MEMORY: 0.5MB ¢
SHAREWARE -

Spot the difference hits the ‘90s. This innovative game is hosted by a
cartoony character and makes a real change from the run-of-the-mill
educational title. Only one small point mars the game itself — the subtlety
of the changes, but with a good quality monitor you should be fine.

2 BURGER * THE ST CLUB ¢ DISK NO: EDU.44 » £2.25 »

MEMORY: 0.5MB « PUBLIC DOMAIN

A wonderfully good looking breakout clone for children. Ronald McDonald
is the star of the show and it's up to you to keep him bouncing up towards
the hamburgers with the help of a little trampoline. It's fully mouse-
controlled and ideal for very young children.

3 FROM PICTS TO PARLIAMENT - PART 3 «+ GOODMAN
INTERNATIONAL = DISK NO: GD.2176 * £1.95 » MEMORY: 0.5MB ¢
FALCON-COMPATIBLE (WITH DIFFERENT PICTURE VIEWER)

From Picts To Parliament attempts to teach the history of our monarchy in
a lively and interesting way and succeeds as far as such a feat is possible.
Because the whole thing is pictorial, the amount you get on the disk is
limited, but that's one sacrifice you're going to have to make.

4 PICTURES FROM SPACE * EMERALD CITY ¢ DISK NO: SK.26 «
£2.50 « MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE

No, not a parody of a ‘60s drama series — Pictures From Space is, in fact,
software to control Maplin's satellite decoding hardware. Programs for
displaying received data and for calculating when to “listen” are supplied
and everything is fully mouse-controlled.

5 WORD QUEST 2 » GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL * DISK NO: GD.2082
*» £1.95 « MEMORY: 0.5ME » SHAREWARE * FALCON-COMPATIBLE
Crosswords and word-searches are easy to design with Word Quest. Just
feed in an appropriate list and out pops a perfectly formed puzzle. Both
programs included on the disk were previously commercial releases and

as such are of very good quality.

6 CLOCK TIME =LAPD * DISK NO: M.166 « £1.50 * MEMORY:
0.5MB » PUBLIC DOMAIN

Wean your children out of the digital generation with a little help from
Clock Time. Although the visuals lack a degree of professionalism, buried
underneath is a solid game with entertaining rewards. Good use is made
of sampled sound throughout.

7 DOT TO DOT * THE ST CLUB ¢ DISK NO: EDU.47 » £2,25 ¢
MEMORY: 0.5MB ¢ PUBLIC DOMAIN

The vast majority of young children enjoy dot to dot puzzles and this pro-
gram brings the concept to your ST. Mouse control is the order of the day
and once all of the dots have been joined, a miniature art package appears
on screen and you are given the opportunity to colour in your work.

8 ROBIN * THE ST CLUB » DISK NO: EDU.44 ¢+ £2.25 » MEMORY:
0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN

A charming little flutter-"'em-up for younger children. There's not a sniff
of violence anywhere and the plot involves helping mother robin to catch
flies to feed her young. Candle flames and spiders complicate life and it's
relatively challenging without being overly difficult.

9 THE SEARCH * FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: EDU.4202C ¢+ £2.50 ¢
MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN

An interesting educational adventure for older children. The idea is to roam
around a village trying to trace the history of the Griggs family. Help can be
found in the form of the family Bible and there are plenty of places to visit
to keep interest at a high level. A full solution is documented for teachers
(and cheats!).

10 WORKOUT « THE ST CLUB * DISK NO: EDU.47 » £2.25 »
MEMORY: 0.5MB+ SHAREWARE

Workout is a flexible teaching aid. It comes ready programmed to improve
French language skills, but questions on any topic under the sun can be
entered in a matter of minutes.
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PD ZONE Public Domain: Falcon

D ZON

FLOPPYSHOP ¢ DISK NO: F.4366 * £3.00
MEMORY: 1MB » SHAREWARE ¢« HD DISK
DRIVE ONLY

IN BRIEF: Octalyser is a soundtracker with a difference. It doubles up on
the usual limitation and provides eight distinct channels of crystal-clear
sound. This opens up all sorts of possibilities for proper backing and the
Falcon’s hardware is exploited to make sure that quality is not sacrificed.

One really nice aspect of Octalyser is the documentation. Too often
programmers assume that everybody knows how to use a tracker program
and include nothing more than a few scraps of text pleading for shareware
contributions. Not the case here I'm pleased to say; not only do you get a
full instruction manual, but also a tutorial full of helpful hints and tips. STE
owners will be pleased to hear that this version of Octalyser is compatible
with their machine but you'll need to transfer it off the high density disk
first (deleting OCTALYSER.RSC also seems necessary).

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Without a doubt the best tracker released to
date. The extra four channels allow much more freedom in composition
and with that Falcon module loaded, you could honestly be listening to a
Jarre CD.”

0000

| Superlative quality
sound and Falcon
compatibility are
what Octalyser has
to offer.

EDIT

| ZomGHAME | OCTALYSER DEMOTUME, 1 ciemm |
USE TAMAMY. SETTING @&cC

Bu}’ four, get fnur i,ﬂ_ﬂz:n u i STies 4~ 3 FARAYR 3 WONE &
free! Octalyser | T ‘ = =
doubles up on most
soundtrackers by
providing eight |

(OCTALYSER %

simultaneous

\ sound channels.

FUJI RAY

FLOPPYSHOP  DISK NO: F.4337 « £3.00 ¢
MEMORY: 4MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN ¢ FALCON
(RGB) ONLY * HARD DISK REQUIRED

IN BRIEF: A good raytraced animation can sell a machine — witness what
the Juggler did for the Amiga. Of
course, the Falcon with its true colour
screen mode is the ideal platform for
these visual delights and the Fuji Ray
demo aims to show exactly what it is

Take one semi-impressive
raytraced image, add a bit of
animation and you have the
Fuji-Ray demo.

The Jaguar Demo
lacks originality in
any shape or form,
but it is a good
showcase for some
forthcoming

64-bit games.

THE JAGUAR DEMO

GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL e DISK NO: GF.67
£1.95 « MEMORY: 4MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN ¢
FALCON ONLY

IN BRIEF: | guess every Falcon owner has an interest in the Jaguar, if only
to see what all the fuss is about. Basically, this demo amounts to a slide
show of Jag screen-shots. A gorgeous true colour fade washes across the
screen to reveal each new picture and you'll find grabs from most forth-
coming games. Tiny Toon Adventures, Alien vs Predator, Raiden — all are
present and correct and the picture quality is fairly good. Admittedly, one
or two show signs of colour reduction, but that’s more to do with the
source of the pictures than any deficiencies in the Falcon’s hardware.

A rocky sound module beats along in the background and the show
is completed by the statutory sine-distorted scroller. The demo prefers
running on an RGB monitor, but it does tolerate VGA at a push, albeit
with an ugly border at the bottom of the screen.

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “|ag fans unite! Technically speaking, the Jaguar
Demo is a bit of a flop, but you owe yourself at least one look at these Alien
vs Predator screen shots!”

0G0

Some very
impressive
true-colour fades
are used to
switch between
the various
pictures.

capable of. The demo is supplied as a self-extracting archive which expands
to fill just over three megabytes of disk space. Run the program and you
are presented with a raytraced scene featuring the usual selection of
abstract shapes and a Fuji logo positioned at the top left of the screen. The
animation loops seamlessly and is overscanned to remove those nasty black
borders. It's not that elusive “machine-selling” demo, but will probably
entertain for a few minutes.

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Fuji Ray would make a good demo for a
shop window, but in terms of raw entertainment it's certalnly no high
flyer. The raytracing quality is
pretty good, but the Falcon is
unquestionably capable of
better things.”

o0

Select picture directory
Directory!
FIvFUIT v, -
Selection!? 5, DRIVE !

L33! S A | B

The animation player is dead
simple to use — just find the
vight folder and click OK!
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CUT OUT 'N' SEND COUPONS

Education, DTP,
Utilities, Falcon
and Games —
choose your
poison and
send a coupon
or two winging
through
the post...

ATARI ST

The ST Club,

7 Musters Road,
West Bridgford,
Nottingham,
NG2 7PP

NAME

ADDRESS

" Easter Egg Hunt £2.25

ATARI STE

Goodman Int.,
16 Conrad Close,
Meir Hay Estate,
Longton,
Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffs,

ST3 1SW

NAME

ADDRESS

J Score ST £2.75
1 Word Quest 2 £1.95
[ Picts To Parliament 3 - £1.95

1 21 The Jaguar Demo - £1.95

ATARI|ST:

L.A.P.D,
P.O. Box 2,
Heanor,
Derbyshire,
DE75 7YP

NAME

| P
AV ACURT E
Floppyshop ST,
P.O. Box 273,
Aberdeen,
AB9 85J

NAME

ADDRESS

ADDRESS

[ Clock Time £1.50
J Grid Word £2.50
" Spot It £1.50

1 Munchkin £2.50

] Pegasus £3.00

1 Counter Atak £1.50
J Jewel Buggy £1.50

{ Merlin PD,

11 Grange Close,
Minchinhampton,
Stroud,

1| Glos.,

GL6 9DE

| Name

{1 Quest For Knowledge £1.25

The Shareware Co.,
51 Thornleigh Road,
Bishopston,

Bristol,

BS7 8PQ

(1 IMG GDOS Driver £2.50

| 2 Fuji Ray £3.00

(J Octalyser £3.00

3 World Cup £2.75
~ | (1 Internet Help £2.50
I 11 Gemar £3.00

[ Desktracker £2.50

N ATARI ST=

Emerald City,
P.O. Box 28,
Southampton,
S09 7HS

| ADDRESS

1 GDOS Solutions £1.75

(] League Tables £2.50
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A replacement for your
mouse, some clip art and
a couple of programming

goodies head up Short
Cuts this month...

RODUCT NAME  RATING

EGALE SO0

DEVPACDSP QOO0

LEGEND TRAKBALL OO0
SO0

. BITMAPPED CLIP ART

All products in this section have a rating |
out of five stars. !

OOOOO = An absolute essential for
your computer.
OOOS = Great product — well worth
investing in!
&< = Nice item - but you could
live without it.
&y = Not really - unless it happens to
be your cup of tea.
& = Definite turkey — avoid like
the plague!

PRODUCT:

EGALE
CONTACT: JOE CONNOR
TEL: 0206 851488
PRICE: SHAREWARE £6

RATING: SO0

EGALE
Review by Mike Robinson

Most programmers will be familiar with diff utilities
that enable you to trace differences between files. A
diff program is also useful for writers or ordinary
users who have two files with the same name and
similar contents and need to find which is the later
version. The problem with most diff utilities is that
they are not GEM-based and so have a less than
friendly command line-driven interface.

Egale is a fully-fledged GEM application
with intelligent diff handling. It provides a
clear display of the two files under
comparison, in a window with the differ-
ences highlighted. A common problem is
that one of the files may have some lines
added, making direct comparison rather difficult.
Egale has an automatic line matching facility that
intelligently matches corresponding lines, hiding the
additional lines or inserting blank ones appropri-
ately. The program can cope with text and binary
files, and runs in medium, high and extended
resolutions.

Other features include Selectric support so that
you can load both files at once and if you use an
alternative desktop, both files may be dragged onto
Egale at once. Egale can be run from a command
line and accepts wildcards. The program also
supports GDOS screen fonts, allowing you to
squeeze a little bit more data into the window.

The user interface is simple and employs all the
latest techniques such as keyboard shortcuts and
moveable dialogue boxes. In use, the program is a
little slower than command line-based utilities and
does not provide the full functionality of Unix-based
diffs. A glaring omission is the lack of any form of
output; the results of a comparison cannot be saved
as a file or printed out although this feature is
planned for the next version.

On the whole, Egale is a simple and friendly util-
ity, ideal for those who do not like using command
line-based programs and are willing to sacrifice
some features in favour of ease of use. In any case,
Egale is an essential utility for programmers, writers
and anyone else who needs to compare files. Being
a shareware program, you can try it before register-
ing — and the full version provides some extras for a
modest fee of £6.

EGALE i iiv

E:\BAS I L HDBENGS BAS £ \BASIL\HOBENCH RS

| Bulonatic Line equalisalisn

{ L

Wou many Iines are meeded for

recognition after o “gep"? - | P

unat is the nawinem number of
lines for & "gap"7 F13

FOR =1 TO SR FOR =1 TE 4

I=CTINER-1 13/
PR

LU= CTIER-L13/50
6411

Egale-eyed - here’s a simple utility that can
help you find the differences between files...

CUTS

DEVPACDSP
Review by Graeme Rutt

Inside the Falcon beats a heart of steel. The DSP
- Digital Signal Processor — chip can pump in data,
process it and pump it back out at a rate that's diffi-
cult to believe. Programmers have so far been ham-
pered by two things; the DSP is usually a new chip
to most Atari coders, and the tools to program it
have been rather lacking. Enter HiSoft's DevpacDSP.

The package contains a single disk, the DevpacDSP
manual and a registration card. It comes with a very
good installation program and requires 384Kb of
free disk space. Included on the disk are an
editor/shell, an assembler, a debugger, a DSP control
accessory and a few example files.

There's a 120-page manual that includes a short
tutorial followed by sections on each of the different
programs. It's well written, clear and concise. In par-
ticular, the tutorial is excellent — taking novices to
DSP coding through editing, assembly and debug-
ging. It's also full of hints and tips as to how to
“interface” DSP code with standard 68030 pro-
grams.

The editor/shell should be familiar to anyone who
programs in any of HiSoft's other language pack-
ages. It's a GEM editor offering up to ten editing
windows and with the usual standard keyboard
shortcuts, although it still uses the rather confusing
block operations - the sooner HiSoft use the Atari
GEM clipboard convention, the better. That said, it's
a good, solid source code editor which does the job.

It also acts as an interactive shell for both the

| Assenbler oplions - Control |

Output symbols in LOD '_] Memory map clashes

| | No warnings ] Pipeline clashes I
Fornat [ Binary pr_oql'nl_\l Assenbler workspace/K:
Output 1o L ———————————— | FSel

E

Heart of the matter — the assembly
control centre.

assembler and debugger. From the comfort of a few
user-friendly dialogue boxes, you can set up just
about every assembler and listing option available
and call the assembler, debugger or any other pro-
gram. The level of interaction that the editor/shell
provides is one of the great strengths in all of
HiSoft’s language packages.

The macro assembler does its job very quickly and
there are many options available. Object code can
be output in a number of formats: .LOD, an ASCII
version of object code introduced by Motorola, .P56,
the format expected by the XBIOS Dsp_ExecProg call
and .B56, straight binary code as used by the XBIOS
Dsp_LoadSubroutine call. The interactive aspect of the
editor/shell means that if there are any errors in your
source code you are sent back to the line that the
error occurred on - ready to edit.

Once your code has been assembled, a single key-
press flips you into the debugger. If you're using the
editor/shell then the object code will have already
been loaded into DSP memory and is ready to be
debugged or run. The debugger is very different
from HiSoft's Mon - it's a GEM program, with every-



thing shown in a number of windows. One shows
the values of all the DSP’s registers and a definable
area of memory; the other shows a disassembly of
any portion of DSP memory. The latter is a very
flexible window ~ you can choose to display a
whole welter of information in it or just to show the
disassembled opcodes and operands.

The debugger is a little disappointing. Its display
is much better than Mon but its functionality is a lot
lower. All you get are simple breakpoints and single
stepping; there’s none of the bells and whistles that
make Mon such a joy to use. Maybe in future
versions?

And that, in a nutshell, is the DevpacDSP assem-
bler. An excellent tool, much better than the one or
two PD/Shareware offerings available. If you're a
Falcon programmer who wants to use your
machine to its full potential | can recommend it
wholeheartedly. Let the blood flow!
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Friendly touch - debugging in
GEM is a novelty!

PRODUCT: DEVPACDSP

CONTACT: HISOFT
TEL: 0525 718181

PRICE: £59.95/£69.95 WITH

DSP56000/1 REFERENCE

SO00

LEGEND TRAKBALL
Review by Andrew Wright

Anyone who has used a mouse for any lengt
time will appreciate the strain
and fingers, even with a mouse mat. Fe :
users, the only answer is to throw away the mo
and concentrate on keyboard shortcuts but t
goes against the grain when you own a com f
with a built-in graphical user interface. For others
the trackball is the answer.

Trackballs are the opposite of mice — instead of
rolling the mouse around the desk on the
rubberised ball, a trackball remains stationary while
the ball is rotated in its fixed mounting. Just as the
position of the mouse relates to the position of the
pointer on screen, the trackball’s ball controls the
pointer. In theory, as your wrist isn't required to
move as much, you'll suffer less aches and pains.

The Legend Trakball was originally built for the
Amiga but Ladbroke Computing have devised an
adaptor for the ST or Falcon. It is fitted simply by
removing the mouse lead from the port underneath
the ST and replacing it with the trackball one.

The trackball itself is a curiously-shaped black
plastic affair, slightly oval in shape and about 12cm
across at its widest. Four thin rubber mats keep it
firmly on the work surface and there are two

Folk lore - of such stuff
are Legends made!

micro-switched buttons on the front, much as on a
mouse, with a third raised button (unused on Ataris)
in between. There is a round protrusion where the
ball of the hand rests to give added grip and easier
location. A large ball (about 3cm in diameter) is
mounted on the left, close to the thumb. This makes
it rather different to most trackballs and very
comfortable to use.

In action, the trackball offers high resolution (320
dots per inch) and fine control over the mouse
pointer. After two days | was quite proficient,
although a whole new set of muscles started
grumbling soon afterwards, particularly in my thumb
which is rarely asked to do anything except hit the
space bar occasionally!

The Legend will be a useful option if you're short
on desk space or if your mouse is getting you down.
I've never been a lover of trackballs, finding most of
them unwieldy and uncomfortable, but if | had to
choose one, this might well be it.

LEGEND TRAKBALL

LADBROKE COMPUTING

0772 203166

£29.99

SO00

BITMAPPED CLIP ART
Review by David Nilson

Following on from the release of their vector
collection last month, Goodman now brings us yet
another set of exclusive clip-art — this time
bitmapped ~- from Germany. Once again there’s
certainly no shortage of images and you'll find a
total of 130 files spread neatly across the two disk
set. It would be almost impossible to describe every-
thing it contains, but suffice to say there's a wide
range of very usable clips and the majority are based
around people.

Essentially you've got everything from amusing
caricatures to scans of historical nobodies and plenty
more besides. The second disk is a little more
polarised than the first and you will find five pictures
dedicated to eyes, a wide range of cartoon
characters and several sets of miniature icons. All of
the filenames are very descriptive so long as you

ST SOURCE Short Cuts

have a basic knowledge of the German language; |
think most ST owners should be able to cope with
words like FRAU, MUSIK and POLITIK!

The file format used in the review version is .PAC
(really rather obscure) but by the time you read this,
the whole lot should have been converted to .IMC.
Even so, this doesn’t overcome the inherent
limitation to 640 by 400 pixels per picture and each
file contains a number of clips reducing the resolu-
tion further. It really doesn’t matter too much if you
are using a nine-pin dot matrix printer, but anything
more sophisticated is likely to show up those jagged
edges pretty badly.

The image quality on some of the pictures isn't
that hot at times either. Don’t get me wrong; there
are one or two really good pictures — King Kong in
particular — but a good deal of the scans do contain
stray pixels and a small amount of moiré. | don't
want to make matters sound worse than they are;
providing you are not expecting perfection,
these will probably suit you down to the ground
and at this price there’s certainly no cause for
complaint.

So there you have it — a reasonably competent
collection of ciip art. It's not the sort of thing that
makes you jump up and down or eagerly dive for
your desktop publisher, but at this price who's
complaining? Essentially you are paying public
domain prices for public domain quality images - if
you are prepared to accept that fact, this one could
certainly be worth investigating.

s

Heavy shades - nasty patterns creep
into one or two of the pictures, but
at this price you can afford to take
the rough with the smooth...

PRODUCT: BITMAPPED CLIP ART - SET 1

CONTACT: GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL

————————— e

TEL: 0782 335650

—_—noo——m———

PRICE: £3

—

RATING:

& A '§I AT RN

e {;4 8 VPV i1/ _':m =}
Fair quality - most of the clips are pretty
good if you can live with the relatively

low resolution.
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This month
Andrew Wright
looks at how to

use the Atari
control panel
— which also

BEAT THE

PART SIX: THE CONTROL PANEL
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Figure 1:
open
XCONTROL
and click
on the
Setup
button.

keyboard click.

difference.

rather than two
separate ones.
Choose number 4
if RSI holds no
fears for you...

Setting up the
GENERAL CPX.

70

le Uiew

teries. In fact, there's very little else to
tell you about the menus and
features you can see on a basic
system, so the rest of the series will
be devoted to showing you, in a
similar step-by-step fashion, how to
add the bells and whistles that can
really make your ST a joy to work
with.

Before we depart into new realms,
though, let’s take a brief look at the
first ever system enhancement that
was provided with your computer as
an extra: the control panel. This is

Options

Modern Setup

Printer Setup

Configure CPXs

GENERAL BUSINESS

Selecting the GENERAL CPX results in an odd looking screen.
Clicking on the Status button at the top gives you a run down on
free RAM plus your TOS version and date. The wobbly bell - well
that's what it looks like to me - shuts off (or activates) your
system sounds, and the big button marked “C” turns off the

The response rate controls how long the system waits when a
key is pressed down continuously before it repeats the relevant
character. Move the slider to the left and the keys repeat sooner,
to the right later. The repeat rate controls the speed at which
the keys repeat. Move the slider to the left and the speed increas-
es, to the right it decreases. Simultaneously hold down a key and
adjust the sliders, with the keyclick enabled, and you’ll hear the

If you have trouble double-clicking, try adjusting the boxes
marked Double Click! The lower numbers mean you can double-
click slower and the system will still interpret it as a double-click

happens to be I f you've been following these Uiew Options Figure 2: Click
= tutorials closely, you should be . on the box
on our cover getting quite proficient with the labelled
diSk GEM desktop and all of its little mys- A:\*.CPX and

you will see
your system
file selector
appear asking
you to point

The left-hand
icon under
the time box
shows you
which CPXs

are active PRINTER
and which CONFIG
aren’t,

another of those

mysterious
programs you can find on your 5T

Language disk, along with an
appalling version of BASIC and a
totally useless accessory called
EMULATOR.ACC! Why anyone buying
a home computer should want to
emulate a VT52 terminal is com-
pletely beyond me - I'm sure Atari
could have found something a little
more interesting to put on the disk...

IN CONTROL

So what's a control panel? Do you
need it? What does it do? First of
all there are two main versions
of the control panel: the older
CONTROL.ACC and the newer, modu-
lar, version called XCONTROL.ACC
(short for eXtensible CONTROL
panel) which was released with TOS
version 2.0x.

The new Control Panel is on this
cover disk. It works on any version of
TOS, including the Falcon, and acts
as a kind of multiple desk accessory,
in the sense that it takes up only one
accessory slot but it can load and
manage up to 99 different modules.
These modules are called Control
Panel eXtensions or CPXs — and there
are 22 of these on this very cover
disk! Many new programs take
advantage of the control panel’s
modular nature - the Ultimate Virus
Killer, for example, comes with a CPX
module to check disks as they are

to the folder
where the
CPXs are
stored.

HMODEM

MACCEL

31/85/94

JPGEEDDD
ADSCSI
FSOUND
KEYBEOARD

put in the drive. More and more
commercial, PD and shareware
programs are offering such extras.

About six CPXs are normally
distributed with XCONTROL. The four
important ones are COLORVDI, to
control the main colour palette,
PRINTER and MODEM, to configure
the printer and serial ports and
GENERAL, which sets the time, date,
sound and keyboard parameters.
With these four installed you have
the same functionality as the original
though there are others such as
MACCEL, to configure the Atari
mouse accelerator, and CONFIG, to
configure the other CPXs.

Others are available from PD
libraries and cover everything from
JPEG compression to virus killing and
reporting on disk space — check out
the top ten on the disk.

GETTING STARTED

If you have copied XCONTROL onto
your boot disk, you'll need to copy
the CPXs across too. It's best to put
them in a folder called CPX, for
obvious reasons, but it's not vital.
The first thing to do is open XCON-
TROL, click on the Setup button, hold
down the mouse button until some
other options pop up and move the
mouse over the Setup box as in
figure 1.

Click on the box labelled
A:\*.CPX. You will see your system



ST SOURCE Beat The System

SYSTEM

file selector appear asking you to
point to the folder where the CPXs
are stored as in figure 2. From this
screen you can also set the system
time and date by clicking on the
relevant entry and using the numeric
and arrow keys followed by <Return=
to finish. The time can follow the 12
or 24-hour clock.

Now click on the left-hand icon
under the time box. This shows you
which CPXs are active and which
aren’t (figure 3). Active modules have
the file extender .CPX while inactive
ones have a .CPZ extender, but you
can specify which ones you want
loaded and which you don’t by using
this menu, rather than altering the TR T L _ FI= TONTROL PAREL
file names manually. If you select a [ 21:50 31/05/94
module from the left list you can click |

OLD ORIGINAL

The original control panel has several advantages over the later extensible version. It only takes up
24Kb of your precious RAM, so if you only want to adjust the colours and a few system parameters,
it's a better bet.

In contrast, XCONTROL takes up a minimum of 64Kb. Of course, you can load any of the others
without too much trouble, giving you much more flexibility, but 64Kb is a big overhead by anyone’s
standards. The more modules you add and make active, the more memory gets used up. An assort-
ment of 20 CPXs can take up 150Kb of memory while if the same 20 are made RAM-resident, this can
go up to 450Kb!

You'd have to be mentally deranged to boot up with this arrangement on a regular basis but it
indicates what a memory hog the extensible control panel can be. If you do use it, watch it doesn't
start eating away at that memory upgrade you paid the earth for...

e Uiew Options

on the Deactivate CPX(s) button to
remove it — and vice versa, of course.
Try it and see. You can then click on
“exit” and select the right-hand icon
to reload the selected CPXs. Click on
the “Save” button to keep the
configuration.

Now comes the fun and games —
using the modules. Did you know
you could change the background
colour of the desktop? Press “OK"
from the Setup screen after making
sure COLORVDI.CPX is installed. Now

The updated version of the original control
panel — the main screen provides all the option
except for printer control and R3232 settings,
which are accessed from the buttons on the

Normal  RAM: 322540
Alternate RAM: Nome (old T0S
Copyright € Andy Pennell 199

; ilour Setup
3
\den Setup

¢ Printer Setup
FRINTER

7

| - Configure CPYs
COFIGEE

How to calculate how much memory an
Accessory or Programt Uses — a Mmemory

checking utility can measure the free
RAM before and after installation.

double-click on the relevant box and
you'll see the colour box. By selecting
a colour to alter and then adjusting
the sliders, you can alter the appear-
ance of the entire system. Do it
carefully, especially if you have
selected black or white, as you can
often end up with black text on a
black background, which makes it
rather hard to find your way around.
Only a reboot (or a lucky mouse
click!) will solve that little problem.
Incidentally, you’ll notice that it
appears to be possible to adjust each
of the colours from 0 to 1,000. This
would give you a total palette

bottom.

The PRINTER set-up screen.
The only button of interest
here, for most users, is the
“pixels per line”. If you are
doing screen dumps to a dot
matrix and you can't get the
whole screen across the page,
adjust this figure to “1280".

Options

CONTROL PANE

Dot Port i
Paper

I I Cancel l

Desk File View

approaching a billion colours (1,000
x 1,000 x 1,000). In fact, you notice
as you move the slider that the
colour shifts spasmodically rather
than smoothly.

This is tied into your machine’s
palette — an ST has only eight

(8 x 8 x 8 =512, the ST's full palette)
while the STE has 16 shades of each
(16 x 16 x 16 = 4,096). As a matter
of interest, even the Falcon only
supports 64 shades of each
colour (64 x 64 x 64 = 262,144)
so the 1,000 shade slider is pretty

optimistic!

shades each of blue, red and green

The CONFIG screen. Modules
can be designated as RAM-
resident which speeds up
access slightly but at a
dreadful cost to memory.
Leave it well alone. Have fun
adjusting the colour of the
icon and text instead - it's
far more fun and twice as
useful. Don’t forget to click
on Save afterwards...

Options
ROL PA

Colour Setud

CPX Options

T

< <

|Reload

Text Colour:

| Icon Colour:

Did you know you could change the
background colour of the desktop?
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The Hot Spot alternative to the Zoom
function. The cursor area is magnified to
help with accurate cursor positioning for

Fills and the like. Its size, position and
magnification are adjustable but you
cannot draw inside it.

With Block frame tool
selected, draw a frame
around an area and adjust
the steepness of the zigzag
with the grab handles. Drag
to required position and
double click to complete.

Keith Berry gives
some advice on
working with
TruePaint, the
late entrant into
the Atari painting

imed at both S$Te and

arend... A Falcon owners, TruePaint

is HiSoft’s graphics
package and, not unexpect-
edly, most of the real power
is reserved for the Falcon’s
superior facilities in terms of
resolution and colour range.

It's not that STe owners are left
out in the cold when compared with
other graphics utilities, for there are
sufficient features with which to
spend many happy, creative hours,
but the colour plates in the manual
illustrating True Colour mode could
well undermine any resolve you may
have not to upgrade! That manual,

Uiew Opts _

The Shadow function
adds a duplicate of any
drawn line in the
colour, direction and
separation of your
choosing. Aided by the
Shade function, the
palette has three colours

incidentally, has to be the epitome
of software documentation:
clearly written with tutorial and
eference sections, well illus-
trated and comprehensively

each of four tones. I

[T STEP BY STEP GUIDE

indexed. We're talking about a spiral-
bound, compact A5 masterpiece that
lies flat, stands up, and even has an
integral bookmark in the form of an
extended back cover.

Colour: Pirection:

CEREN ST
]
.

Pistance: 1| _

UP IN THE AIR

Creating this picture of a classy air balloon is the closest that most of us will

ever get to the wild beyond...

Shadow, . .
Animation.

4

Before starting drawing, check from

. the Options menu that the parame-
ters for Line types, whether boxes are to
appear as filled or not, and so on, have
been set to your requirements.

With the K-Line tool selected, the

shape of a dirigible has been
drawn. The Shadow function was
turned on and set at Distance 1 to
make the ribs stand out.

TP __File Edit UView pts ects
vl AIRSHIP.TPI
+[& —~

1T I o LA
As the shape is to be filled, Zoom
mode is used to check that there
are no gaps to allow the Fill to “leak”
out. Always save your picture before
selecting the Zoom function though.




SPREAD IT AROUND

Restricting yourself to just a few colours with several shades of
each can conceal the paucity of the STe colour range. TruePaint
makes this easy: just choose a light shade of a colour and click on
the middle of the three horizontal bars. Now choose a dark shade
of the same colour (or create it using the RGB sliders) at least
two palette blocks away and click on the bottom horizontal bar.
Click on Spread and a range of shades will appear between the
chosen blocks. The completed set may be jumbled on reloading a

saved picture.

The Spread
function makes
perfect use of the |

STe's restricted |
colour palette,

DOWN TO BUSINESS

So the manual’s beautiful, but what
of the program itself? On an STe it
runs in 16 colour low and mono-
chrome high resolution; when a new
picture is selected, it displays a
dialogue box into which its required
size in pixels may be entered.

Your picture is not limited to the
screen size but your view of it is, the
arrow keys allowing you to scroll
around it with the use of the <Shift>
key for larger jumps. Pictures are nor-
mally shown in a standard GEM win-
dow but the <CIr Home> key toggles
a full-screen view.

By selecting Animate from the
Options menu, you can increase the
number of screens within the current

[Spread]|[ Default | [Restore ] [_UR ]

window and if your original window
contains a drawing, it will be
reproduced in each. This assists with
animation, but the <Delete> key and
<Return> at the prompt can clear
each screen in turn. Pressing the "<"
and “>" keys enable you to move
between the screens in this set.

Although you can save any of
them either individually or as an
animated set, you cannot directly
import a picture file into one of them
as any such import will appear in its
own separate GEM window. You can,
however, use the Block functions to
Cut it, or a portion of it, and click on
the window delete box. Your under-
lying screen will reappear and you
can Paste the cut area into it.

The range of modules supplied lets

ST SQURCE TruePaint Tutorial

TruePaint File Edit View Options Effects TruePaint can
. be used in
mono though
Menu 1 loaded TINY
(Key 1) pictures are
“creatively
The Fill distorted”.
ﬁl‘;ﬂg: This composite
g’;ﬂ L shows the
creator — three Toolbox
— Henus,
True Pa] nt selected by
in monochrome
= pressing keys
1, 2or 3.

you save in a wide range of file
formats, with even more for loading,
and the manual provides an excellent
description of them.

They tend to display some of the
exotic formats well within the STe's
comparatively limited colour range,
but in monochrome mode a .TN3
Tiny picture loads unsatisfactorily — in
the form of a four-way multiple
image!

HINTS 'N' TIPS

The drawing tools are pretty utilit-
arian, largely untouched by innova-
tion, and the Block functions lack any
rotation ability other than simple
horizontal and vertical flip, although
the parameters of existing functions
are very adjustable. Nevertheless, the
creation of pictures with TruePaint on
an STe is no hardship since menu
screens are well laid out and most
functions have a short-cut keypress
alternative ~ if you find that your key-
press is having no effect, check that
you are not in Text mode!

The Undo feature follows the
style of several recently introduced
graphics utilities, in that it cancels the

last whole sequence of operations
since a particular function was
invoked and not just the last
single operation. As with all such
programs, leave and reactivate a
function occasionally to prevent the
possible loss of such a series.

The HotSpot magnifies the area
surrounding the cursor, ensuring its
precise location, and the HotSpot's
size, location and magnification are
all adjustable.

Employ the HotSpot rather than
the Zoom because all drawing tools
remain available and, upon leaving
the Zoom, the image sometimes
becomes displaced on screen. It is
wise always to save your current
picture to disk before venturing into
Zoom mode.

The new release of TruePaint (1.03)
has fixed a few bugs — hopefully this
is one of them.

If you feel any awkwardness in
using TruePaint it is probably due to
its departure from earlier “standard”
methods, but as the programs that
set them are no longer being
marketed and TruePaint is, perhaps
we should embrace these as the New
Standards...

it iew 3 pts cts = File
AIRSHIP.TPI: I::‘
= P e ey |
LIO)
L
|
i e (ST jﬁtﬂj ———
The four plain areas of the _ The shape has been extended to L Four areas of the sky
dirigible have been filled with \ form a rudder, filled with a suit- the td area have been m
progressively darker shades of the able shade and the cabin, a solid ~ offwith K-L for solid filling.
same orange/brown colour to give rectangle with detail courtesy of the The Hot Spot function was used to
an impression of modelling. Zoom mode, has been added. check for potential leaks.

e Edit VUiew U ts Effectis d meskyhas been : 1meﬂe]dsha‘.ne
g solid filled down-  been filled and
P T & wards with each of the details such as live-
o four marked-off zones  stock and furrows
in a progressively have been added,
lighter shade of blue, often with the aid
though the GEM of the HotSpot or
i L window restricts the Zoom functions,
|| view and shows only Some of the trees
three of these zones. were added using
Copy and Paste.
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TOP NOTCH

Continuing his
search for useful
utilities on

a floppy disk
system, Ofir Gal
investigates
RAMdisks...

your computer’s memory and

make the system “think” that it's
a disk. Known as “RAMdisks"”, the
obvious question is why should any-
one want to use one?

The main advantage of a RAMdisk
is that it is very fast — hundreds, if not
thousands, of times faster than a
floppy drive. An average file load or
save appears to be instantaneous.
Typically, a RAMdisk can be used to
temporarily store commonly-
used files: dictionary, spell

sgme programs can steal part of

source code for programs. The
files will be available at any time
without the need to swap floppy
disks. If you have enough RAM, you
could even install full programs like
HiSoft BASIC or Calligrapher onto a
RAMdisk.

The disk can be used to save your
work as you go along. Only when
you are about to switch your ST off
will you have to save the files “for
real”.

RESET-PROOF RAMDISKS

The obvious disadvantage of a
RAM(disk is that it cannot be used for
long-term storage as its contents are
lost as soon as the computer is reset
or switched off. In fact, a program
crash will usually have the same
result. The solution is to use a resef-
proof RAMdisk that will survive a
reset or even a system crash; a simple

S
(DA
Qé‘l‘

checker, printer fonts or -\O‘E’e
9 25

oG

system reset will find the contents of
the RAMdisk intact although a severe
crash is still likely to destroy the data
being stored.

RDE, on last month's cover disk, is
a well-tested, “save-with-contents”,
reset-proof RAMdisk that offers some
unique features not usually found on
public domain software. The pro-
gram allows you to create a RAMdisk
and then use it as you would any

other. Whenever you wish, you can
load RDE and save the RAMdisk
along with its contents as a
A\, normal disk file. You can then
place the file in your AUTO
folder so that the next time you
boot the system, the RAMdisk will
be created along with its original
contents.

Before | had a hard disk, | created
several such RAMdisk files and saved
each to a separate floppy disk. Each
RAM(disk was designed to serve a dif-
ferent need; the collection included a
Calligrapher disk and a BASIC devel-
opment disk. | could then boot the
system with the appropriate disk.

(&

INSTALLING RDE

RDE features a simple-to-use GEM
installation program. To get started,
run RDE.PRG and select Create RAM
Disk from the File menu. Enter the
required size for the RAMdisk and
click on “OK”". Follow the prompts to
install the disk. After creation, the
program will display the file selector

and let you select the path and enter
the name for the RAMdisk file which
should have the extension .PRG and
can be started from the desktop or
from the AUTO folder. Next, RDE
enables you to load the RAMdisk.
Selecting this option causes a system
reset — this is normal and is used to
place the RAMdisk in a reset-proof
area of memory. This also occurs
when loading the RAMdisk program
from the AUTO folder or desktop.

BACKING UP A RAMDISK

In most cases, a RAMdisk is used to
temporarily store files as you work;
simply copy the files over to a floppy
disk for long term saving. However,
sometimes it is desirable to save an
“image” of the RAMdisk. A practical
example of this is given in the box
entitled “Installing Calligrapher On A
RAMDisk”. RDE simplifies this process
- just load it again and select Backup
RAM Disk. The file selector is
displayed, allowing you to choose the
RAMdisk file or enter a new one.

The resulting file is an “executable
image” of the RAMdisk. This means
that you can double-click on it from
the desktop or load it from the AUTO
folder to automatically recreate the
RAMdisk along with its contents at
any time. If you have 2Mb of RAM or
more you should be able to install
complete packages onto a RAMdisk,
speeding up tasks like printing, spell
checking and saving of documents.

INSTALLING CALLIGRAPHER ON A RAMDISK

If you have 2Mb of RAM or more, you can use the
Calligrapher installation program from our March
issue to install the full program on an RDE
RAMdisk. The biggest advantage is that you will
not need to swap disks before printing or using the
Paks. Some operations, like printing, will also be
faster as Calligrapher will be able to load the printer
driver and fonts much quicker.

First, create a 700Kb RAMdisk as drive C, save it
as CALRAM.PRG and load it. Now run the cover disk
installation program which will “think” that you
have a hard disk and ask you whether you want to
use the hard disk. Type “Y” and then the drive
letter, which is C. Follow the installation through as
before. You will notice the speed difference in the
installation procedure as compared with a floppy-
based system.

Now create a drive icon for drive C (notice the
capital “C") if required on your desktop and dou-
ble-click on the icon. You will see two folders.

Inside the folder called CAL there is a program
called CALSETUP.PRG which you should run.

Make sure you turn off the Disk Cache Mode
and the Screen Vector fonts options as shown here.
If you have 4Mb aor more, you may leave the
Screen Vector fonts option enabled. Now click on
“OK” to exit the set-up program. Next, get a blank
formatted disk and create a new AUTO folder on it.
Load RDE again, select Backup RAM Disk and save
the RAMdisk into the AUTO folder on the blank
disk.

If you now reset the system, the contents of the
RAMdisk will remain intact, if you switch the
computer off and on again, the RAMdisk with the
Calligrapher files will load and all will be as you left
it. You can now load Calligrapher from drive C and
start enjoying the improved performance...

On a ZMb system, turn off the Disk
Cache Mode and Screen Vector fonts.

Progran Setup
-_Eanl:el
Disk Cache Mode

Worr

[ IRead Only

__]Read/Urite
Cache Size(Nb):9
[]Screen Uector Fonts, Threshold:4
Printer1:DESKJETS.SYS Set. ..

Printer2:DESKJETS.SYS

M:\CALFONTS\# . S¥S Y

iMenory to Take:9@_
Minimun (Kb} :512__ Maximum (Kb):2080_




TIGHTLY PACKED

Creating a RAMdisk with Calligrapher or some other large
package tends to produce a very large RAMdisk file which, in turn,
means that booting the system is slow as the floppy “grinds” away
loading the file. This can be reduced quite substantially using a
program packer.

PFXPAK has been well tested - in fact, many of the cover disk
programs are packed with it. The program is shareware, and
compressed programs tend to compress to around fifty percent of their
original size. Unlike normal archivers, there is no need to unpack the
program; the packed version will run as before.

To use PFXPAK, load it from the desktop and click on Pack which
displays the file selector. Select the program you wish to compress and
click on “OK". Compression takes a while and progress is shown in the
dialogue box. When complete the file selector is displayed again so
that you can save the compressed file. That's it!

PFXPAK can only be used on executable files, which includes RDE
RAMdisk files, .PRG, .APP, .TOS, .TTP and even desk accessories.
However some programs, and especially accessories, do not work
properly when compressed, although this is very rare.

ST SOURCE Top Notch

Follow ST Review’s instructions and
you can say “I've run

RDE working faster
of disk space”...

I'iq____ kbytes

DK

Enter Ramdisk Size (in Kbytes)

Select Create

RAM Disk from
the menu and enter
the required size.
Remember to leave
some memory for
your applications.

k Next select
whether you
want a 12 or 16-bit
file allocation table.
With 12-bit, the
RAMdisk is struc-
tured exactly like a
floppy disk; 16-bit is
slightly faster. |

PFXPAK is a real time-saver where the loading of RDE
RAMdisks is concerned.

\4

12 or 16 bit FATSIZE ?

k The next
dialogue box
is where you give
the RAMdisk a
drive letter. If you
want to boot from
it, then C is the
safest choice.

RDE can create
an auto-booting
RAM(disk so you

could even install all
your Auto programs
and accessories.
Booting the system
will be quicker than
with a hard disk!

Do you want to be able to boot the system
from this RAR disk?
(Only one boot disk allowed per system.)

Directory:

FILE SELECTOR

|y, o, e AR e S e S

Selection: RDEDISK .PHB[ DRIVE:

B

ZIR|=|a|m|"

|E|rl=|=|m]|=

The next stage is to
save the RAMdisk

file. The default name
is RDEDISK.PRG, but
any name is fine as
long as you keep the
PRG extension.

RDE will now
prompt you to

load the newly-
created RAMdisk,
effectively installing
it into the system.
Selecting “OK” will
cause a reset 5o
don’t be alarmed.

_ Wbrite a 158K RAM disk
B for drive M
# into file A:\RDEDISK.PRG?

YES I NO I

= e
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STYLE

To help you achieve better results
with Calligrapher Professional,
Mike Robinson considers some more
features, including style tags...

oK} Cancel ]

Key
Text tags are fully

configurable. You
can even include
the current ruler
setting in the

tag, name it and

Tag Number :1

Name: Normal TealL _____

[[JRuter only

lstyle only
[JRuler and style

assign a keyboard
shortcut to it.

Headl ines

Insert WMELEME Miscs

Change Tags Setup...
No Tag Style
Normal Text

Installed tags are displayed in the Tags menu

and are also accessible from the keyboard.

ne of Calligrapher's most useful
Ofeatures is that of “tags”. Text

tagging enables you to quickly
change the format and appearance
of text in a controlled fashion. The
idea is that you have preset styles
that you can quickly apply to text
— such as Holland 12 for body text
and Zurich 16 Bold for headlines.

CREATING TAGS

Let’s create a body text tag. Select a
12 point Holland font from the font
menu and select Change Tags Setup
from the Tags menu, selecting Add
Tag from the small menu that pops
up. In the displayed dialogue box,
enter a name for the text style -
something like Normal Text or Body
Text. You may also assign a keyboard
shortcut that will insert that tag into
existing text. Enter “1” and make
sure that the Function button is
selected so assigning the <F1> key to
this text style. A new entry is auto-
matically added to the Tags menu.
Next, follow the same procedure
for a new text style, Zurich 16 point

[T ) STEP BY STEP GUIDE

bold in this case, and install it as a
second tag entitled Headlines.
Continue to build tags containing all
the text styles you are likely to need
for your document.

USING TAGS

Tags can be used in more than one
way. To start with, select the tag
before you start entering text. If you
already have some text and need to
tag it, select the text and then insert
the tag. Tags can be selected directly
from the menu bar or by pressing the
keyboard shortcut as displayed in the
menu.

Say that you decide that Zurich 16
is a bit too large for your headlines
and a 14 point bold Zurich font
would be more suitable. Normally,
you would have to select each text
segment and change it individually.
With text tags this is much simpler.
Place the cursor in a headline and
select 14pt from the font menu. A
small dialogue box will appear asking
if you wish to change all the text
tagged as “Headlines”; selecting

N e

CREATING
HEADERS AND

L Calligrapher ca
generate separa
footers for even ani

Is this footer for odd,
even or all pages?

rt Tags Ium
Hide Rulers

Hide Headers odd pages. In most
FOOTERS Hide Footers cases, you will simj
Hide Footnotes idﬂ?1hedqhuh
Page numbers and document infor- Hide Strikeout ei;:n:i:::;:“n:c:lx
mation on the top or bottom of each | ... .. . ... ... ALl 0dd Even are familiar with t
page is a useful feature. Calligrapher Start Header footer facility.
has very flexible facilities to help you B ————————
achieve this. Follow this step by step ISR LACISNN - 3 - .
guide... Start Footnote Desk File Edit Find Font Format |Insert Tags Miscs

CAL_TUT3.CA
Customize. .. AT
Substitutes...
Preferences...

Press <ClrHome> on the
keyboard to go to the top of
the document. Next, select

Start Footer from the Misc menu. Hakae a Tahie Select the font and point size, which are independent
Make sure that all the entries at flake & Farsula from the rest of the document, and make sure the ruler
the top of the menu read Hide Braak is the same size as the standard one. If you double-click

Rulers, Hide Headers and so on. on the ruler, page numbers can be “centred”.
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CUSTOMISING PAKS

One feature of the Calligrapher paks that has
never been documented is the user-configurable
side. This is of particular use if you are working
on a floppy-based system with TMb of RAM. Time
for a little hacking...

Open the CAL folder from the desktop and
locate the IMPORTER.CPK file. This is the module
Calligrapher uses to import and export text files.
Normally, Calligrapher loads the pak from disk
whenever required. If the program disk is not in
the floppy drive you are prompted to insert it,
making the process a little tedious at times. It is
possible to configure the pak so that it is
installed into memory, removing the need to
load it from disk and so speeding up its use.

Rename IMPORTER.CPK to IMPORTER.TOS and
run the file by double-clicking. The pak can now
be configured by pressing <Y>. The first question
should be answered with a “Y” so that
Calligrapher can remove the pak from memory if
necessary. The answer to the second question
depends on the amount of RAM available in your
system. If you have 2Mb or more, you can answer
“No”. The last question determines whether the
pak will be loaded into memory when

“Yes” will immediately change all
headline text to 14 points. In addi-

tion, the tag definition itself changes [ mpor |

as well, so that any new text tagged

as Headlines will also be 14 points. Impor t
This method makes it very easy to

reformat long and complex docu- Impor t

ments such as manuals, brochures or |mp ort

contracts. It removes the need fto

manually change each text segment | mpor t

and gives you global control over

text. You may want to save a set of EHI]Ur t

tags as a default file, in which case EHpor t

create the tags and save them into

the CAL folder as DEFAULT.CAT. Cancel

Impor t /Export Pak for Calligrapher
Version 1.88
Copyright WorkingTitle 1989-1992 ALl rights reserved.

Do you wish to set the options (¥Y/N)?

Do you want the pak to be removed from
mnenory when space is short? I(Recommended) I1Y/N)

Do you want the pak to be removed from
memory during printing? (Recommended) (Y/NI

Do you want the pak to be loaded when
Calligrapher starts (YES) or when you first
use the pak (ND)ZJ

You can configure some of Calligrapher’s
paks. Always use a back-up copy of your
program disk, though...

Calligrapher is first run. Press <Y> and the config-
uration will be saved to disk.

Now rename the pak as IMPORTER.CPK and run
Calligrapher. You will notice that using the
importer pak is much quicker now. Note that not
all of the paks can be configured in this way -
always use a back-up copy of the program disk
when experimenting with pak settings...

Ascii (line-based)
Ascii (para-based)

.DIF (from Spreadsheets)
1st Word Plus dncumgnts
Redacteur documents
RTF document
Document as Ascii
Document as RTF

Tags can also be deleted. This does
not delete the actual text but simply
removes the tag itself. Select Change

The Import-Export pak is capable of loading 1st Word Plus
documents and also supports the RTF file format.

ST SOURCE C:

Ins Serial Num...

Check Grammar...
FlexnText. ..
Insert Barcode...
AutoSave
Thesaurus uk
Key Selector
Impor t-Export
Hyphenate. ..
Import Degas/Neo
Cancel

ier Tutorial

Selecting Open Pak from
the Find menu reveals all
the installed paks. Simply
select one from this menu
to activate it.

Tags Setup from the Tags menu and
simply click on the tag you want to
remove in the pop-up menu.

IMPORT AND EXPORT

Calligrapher can load documents cre-
ated by other word processors. Many
of you will have 1st Word Plus in your
disk collection and have probably
used it to write some letters. You can
use the Import-Export pak to import
the documents directly into
Calligrapher.

Selecting Open Pak from the Find
menu pops up a small menu. Next,
select the Import-Export item; a
second menu appears where you can
select the type of document to
import. Of the various formats,
import and export as RTF is useful if
you need to exchange files with a
Mac or PC word processor. Import
1st Word Plus documents will
enable you to load those old Tst
Word Plus files and edit or print them
with Calligrapher.

Do you wish to
change all the

i<l b Select Page Number
LRl Toos Mis B e tmsert men
Ins Ruler and choose between
Date Roman and standard
Page Break numerics or simply cancel

Ins

Ins

Column Break
Page Number .

inserted into the footer.

the page.
First Number

Next Number
First Roman
Next Roman
First Alpha
Next Hlpha

merge Field
Question
Merge Test

- the page number will be

Printing now prints page
numbers at the bottom of

| Tags called
| Headlines

To change tagged
text, place the
cursor and make
the change.

Calligrapher will
then ask whether

NO

the change should
be applied to all
text with that tag.

MISSED THE MARCH ISSUE
COVER DISK WITH A¥aA;
CALLIGRAPHER?

No problem - just
turn to page 90 for
information on how
to order back issues.




ST SOURCE Calligrapher Offers

ALL THE EXTRAS!

If you like our cover disk
program, you might like to
consider some of the add-ons...

Each typeface is listed by number and
name. The number is necessary to identify

78

THE BIG BITS!

the typeface disk - all typefaces must be
ordered by number. Next to each name
is the weight and styles available in the

Manual All 368 pages, including a ring binder £19.99

Upgrade Kit Complete Calligrapher Professional disk ty Pefa‘e- There is also a lead character
set, including English dictionary, which identifies the type of typeface:
Thesaurus, all five fonts and all printer B - Typefaces that are designed for
drivers (including BJ10e, NEC P6, Ricoh normal body text.
1200 and PostScript) £24.99 D - Display typefaces for headlines

Both £34.99 and larger sizes.

THE PAKS

Flextext Curved text manipulation
Formula Editor For ol you scientific types
Labels

Barcodes

Perfect for wine makers!

For a nation of shopkeepers
Check ST Review’s editing!

Create custom indexes

Grammar

Indexer

THE DICS

C - Display typefaces that contain

only capital letters.
Most typefaces can be printed in any size
from 6 to 128 points but Commercial
Script cannot be printed less than 24
points due to its complexity.

If you have a hard disk and at least 2Mb
of memory, Calligrapher displays vector
typefaces on screen.

You can only install one extra font if you
have a floppy disk system in addition to
those provided with the Upgrade Kit.

French Including thesaurus £14.99 With a hard disk system the only
German Including thesaurus £14.99 limitation is memory!
Italian Includes Catalan but no thesaurus £9.99
. Any 1  Your choice £17.99 Any 3 Your choices £34.99
Spanish Including thesaurus £14.99 . Y
P 9 Any 10 Lots of choices £79.00 The Lot!  All 80 fonts £149.00
™\
TS e £19.99  TO: ST REVIEW CALLIGRAPHER OFFERS, PLEASE RUSH ME THE ITEM(S) AS TICKED IN THE BOXES OPPOSITE.
__ UPGRADEKIT.......... £24.99
MANUAL AND KIT .. £3499 | ENCLOSE TOTAL PAYMENT OF £_
|~ T £9.99
ESRMULA EDITOR: 1499 PAYABLEBY: CHEQUE P.O CREDIT CARD
LABELS .viiuiiinensns -.£9.99
| BARCODES E2g9e0 INAME G s
| GRAMMAR. £19.99 ;
e e S AP D RES . - o 5 L T i e e
| JRFRENGH. i ET499 it i
B T e s perre T TR 3 |
R B oo, (POSTCODE!Ioohe i : wreesd TEI
SPANISH.. €499 VY. .. @ TE E BB
ONE FONT . £17.99 : B e
. THREE FONTS £34.99 EXPIRY DATE: /
TEN FONTS ... £79.00
ALL FONTS.... £149.00 & SWITCH ISSUE NO. /
FONT:CODETSy et~ [ 8 R f i - SIGNATURE:
IMPORTANT!
“ DELIVERY - FREE Paying by CHEQUE or POSTAL ORDER - please make payable to GO DIRECT and write your cheque card guarantee
number on the back. All prices are inclusive of postage & packing and VAT. Please allow 28 days for delivery from when
CREDIT CARD ORDER LINE - 0430 891171 OR FAX YOUR ORDER - 0480 890787 we receive your order, For nan-receipt of goods phane 0480 891171, Monday to Friday between 10am and 6pm.

Send your order to: ST REVIEW CALLIGRAPHER OFFERS, 7 VINEGAR HILL, ALCONBURY WESTON, HUNTINGDON PE17 5JA ,



BOO1
B002
BOO3
BOO4
D005
D006
DOO7
D008
D009
D010
D012
D013
D014
Cc015
BO17
BO18
B0O19
D020
D021
co22
D023
C024
D025
D026
D027
B028
B0O29
BO30
BO31
BO32
D033
C034
D035
D036
D039
B0O40
BO41
D042
B043
D044

Washington Light
Windsor

Windsor Condensed
Weiss Rundgotisch
Vag Rundschrift
Y valdy

Ubadimer Seriot
Arnold BoecRlin
Arsis

Ulte Schwabacher
Alternate Gothic 3
Alternate Gothic 1

Accolade Light
armericar2 urncial
Baskerville Normal

Belwe Light

Brittanic Extra Light
Brasti Serncpt

Blippo Black
BINNER

Bredy

BROADWAY ENCRAVED
broadway
Baskerville Old Face
Bodoni Black
Bodoni Antiqua
Bodoni Antiqua Med
Bodoni Condensed
Berling

Brittanic Medium
Bodoni Ultra
BALLOON

Bernhard Anfique

Bernhard Eashion
Cooper Black Bold
Century Old Style
Century Schoolbook
Commenrcial e%myz/
Castle Book

Cheltenham Bold Condensed

B045
B0O46
BO47
D048
B0O49
D050
C051
D052
D053
BO54
B0O55
D056
D057
BO58
B059
D060
D061
D062
B063
B064
D065
BO66
BO67
D069
DO70
D071
Co72
C0o73
D074
D075
Cc076
cor7
D078
D079
D080
B081
D082
B084
BO85
B0O86

Eurostile

Clearface Gothic
COPPERPLATE
COPPERPLATE CONDENSED
Congress

Caslon Graphique
BAVIBA

Dynamo

Dom Casual

Congress Bold
Eurostile Expanded
Egyptienne Bold Condensed
Egyptienne Black Condensed
Egizio

Egyptienne 505 Light
Fette Engschrift DIN 1451
Flyer

Franklin Gothic
Garamond

Garamond Condensed

Gill Kayo

Gill Serie Light

Goudy

Hobo

Nedisen Casuwad

Plaghill

STENCIL

AT o g

Serpentine
'Thorowgood
OIS0 INNODEIRIBI0R0D
THUNDERBIRD CONDENSED
Latin Wide
Muttay FHill

_f(——_) a’z£ (_7'4(7 ENRUE

Maxima

0ld Towne No 536

Raleigh

Romana Demi Bold

Stymie
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UP AND
RUNNING

you will be glad to know that the

additional header file | introduced
— a list of constants and their values -
is included on the cover disk.
The idea is that using a constant
called ob_state in the source code is
more meaningful than the number
“10” although the values are identi-
cal. The file is named AES.BH and
should be included in any GEM
program.

START A PROGRAM

All GEM programs start by loading
the resource file and including the
header file generated by the resource
editor. All programs can use the
startup template shown in listing 1.
Note that the actual toolkit is incl-
uded as an external file. The toolkit

If you missed last month’s tutorial

Ofir Gal continues to build his GEM toolkit while showing
how important it is to start out on the right foot...

will grow as we go along and will
gradually contain a large selection of
all-purpose GEM routines that can be
used in any GEM program. The
toolkit starts by including the AES
header file.

Let's look at the program startup
code. The program starts by allocat-
ing its workspace which is 50Kb in
our example, although predicting
how much memory a program
requires is not simple. On the same
line we also use the “y” option which
stops HiSoft BASIC from opening its
default window. Next the program
includes the toolkit file. This in turn

Selectable f au
Touchexi t Disabled Editable

Radio Butn
Preselect

Checked

{_Shadowed | Outlined | Crossed

Il Extended state # 8___

Extended t

Extended Flags

~@bject: ndex 3 3

:'-;Tgnt:
K

{is[1a]13[12]11]18] 0 |

C name: ﬁKBUTL

Using K-Resource, you can peek into the resource file
GEM4.RSC and learn a bit more about each object. The
OK button is selectable as well as being the default exit object.

No problem - just
turn to page 90
for information on
how to order
back issues.

Listing 1

'typical startup code for a GEM program

'$option k50,y

'keep 50kbytes for the program,

'do not open window

'$include toolkit.bas
'$include gem3.bh

'include the toolkit
'"this may need to include the

"full path while developing
"the program. gem3.bh and
'gem3.rsc should be replaced
'with the name of the resource
'file in use.

IF FNrsrc_Lload
junk=FNform_aler
file.JL Abort 1
'can't continue wi
SYSTEM

END IF

includes the AES library and header
file and also declares the variables
junk and tree& as global. The follow-
ing line is yet another include file,
this time the resource headers file
that contains all the constants we will
use to access the various buttons and
text objects.

The actual program code can now
follow. The last thing to do is to load
the resource file. Once it is in
memory, the program can display it
and the user can click on buttons and
enter text. You may use this code to
start any GEM program.

;EM3.RSC")=0 then
t(1,"[31LError while lLoading|resource

thout resource so quit.

HANDLING A DIALOGUE BOX

On the cover disk this month you will
also find the resource file GEM4.RSC
and its accompanying header files.
This file contains a single dialogue
box with five objects - two exit
buttons, two radio buttons and one
editable text object.

Most GEM programs use dialogue
boxes like this. Which requires several
steps to be taken when handling.
First, the tree address is obtained,
something which is now easier thanks
to our SelectTree routine. This is

[ selectable

| Shadowed Out lined

' Default | Ewit  |CTICECIID
Touchexit | Disabled | Editable | Preselect |

Crossed |

Cancel |

Checked

Extended state # 0___

Extended type # B__

Extended Flags

[Newi ]

[15114]’13[12_._[niit?| 9]

Gbject Index 2 ¢ nome: FILEBUT.
Gl bt T S R R R R e

File and Printer are both radio buttons.
Notice that the selectable bit is set but the
object does not cause FNform_do to exit.



Listing 2
"toolkit.bas

DEFINT a-z
LIBRARY "gemaes"

'$include aes.bh
DIM SHARED tree&,junk

'routine to select a form

"include the GEM header file

'places the tree address in the variable treeg

SUB SelectTree(VAL treeno)

junk=FNrsrc_gaddr(0,treenc,tree8)

END SUB

'obtain address of object structure

DEF FNObjectAddr&(VAL object)
FNObjectAddr&=tree&+object*24

END DEF

"Removes a given mask from the ob_state field
'in the given object of the current tree
SUB Exclob_state(VAL object,VAL flag_mask)

STATIC t&,state

t&=FNObjectAddr&(object)+ob_state

state=PEEKW(tE)

POKEW t&,state AND (NOT flag_mask)

END SUB

'display and handle a dialogue box
DEF FNhandleDialog(VAL edit_obj)

STATIC x,y,w,h,but
form_center tree&,x,y,w,h
form_dial 0,0,0,0,0,x,y,%,h

junk=FNobjc_draw(tree&,0,8,x,y,w,h)

but=FNform_do(tree&,edit_obj)

form_dial 3,0,0,0,0,x,y,w,h
FNHandleDialog=but
END DEF

followed by several calls that centre
the form, tell the AES about it and
draw it on screen. Next, FNform_do
allows for user interaction. Rather
than go through this procedure each
time you need to display a dialogue
box in your program, you could use
the FNHandleDialog function, as
found in listing 2.

The routine does all the hard work
for you and also returns the exit
button. It also takes a single parame-
ter which is the first editable object
- the object to place the cursor on. If
there are no editable text objects in
the form, just pass 0.

Listing 3 shows how to display and
handle a dialogue box with the help
of the toolkit. The loop causes the
dialogue box to re-display until the
user selects the “Quit” button. You
will notice that if you select the “OK"
button, the second time the dialogue
is displayed this button is already
selected and you need to click on it
twice to exit. This is because the
action of clicking on a button actually
sets the SELECTED bit of that object.

DESELECTING AN OBJECT

This effect is not desirable in most
cases and a general purpose routine
is required to solve this. Rather than

The editable object. The C
name field is used to enter
the CONSTant name which
is then used in the program
to access the object.

write a routine that specifically dese-
lects an object, | will show how to
write a routine that can be used to
change other object states such as
CHECKED or even SHADOWED. The
routine is taken from the HiSoft GEM
Toolkit and is called exclob_state
which stands for “exclude object
state”. The logic of the routine is
quite complex — try it first as shown
in listing 4.

exclob_state takes two parameters:
the object and the actual mask value
of the attribute to clear. The actual
value is stored in the AES.BH headers
file, so you only need to pass the
constant mask_selected. If you run the
program now, the button should be
deselected each time the dialogue
box is displayed. This sort of object
manipulation is very common in
GEM programming and toolkit rou-
tines such as exclob_state make the
complex task of writing a GEM
program much easier.

ST SOURCE Programming In BASIC

AND WHY NOT

One of the most difficult facets of
programming is the use of logical
operators such as AND, OR and NOT.
With GEM programming there’s no
escape - you just have to use them.
Let's examine them one by one

starting with AND.

To get a clear understanding of
the effect of logical operators, you
must think in binary numbers. Figure 1: the result of

Let’'s takes the decimal number 5; 4

(Ding 5 with 1.

its binary equivalent is 0101. If this

was a representation of an object state this would mean that the
object is both selected, crossed and checked, but how do we
know this? By using AND, an operator that works like a sieve. To
check if an object is selected, AND 5 with mask_selected which is 1.
5 AND 1 gives 1 which means that the object is selected.

Figure 2: ANDing 5 with 8
provides a result of zero.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

The routine exclob_state uses some
logical operations that are clever
enough to clear the SELECTED bit of
the object state value without affect-
ing any of the other bits. First, it
obtains the memory address of the
object using another toolkit function
- FNObjectAddr&. This function
returns a long value (larger than
32,767).

FNObjectAddr& may appear com-
plex, but in fact it works by taking
the object number and multiplying
the size in bytes of each object struc-
ture by 24, The result is added to the
tree address to give the memory
location of the object.

Once the address is known, we
PEEK the object state and store the
value in the variable state that
contains the full object state. The
value is then ANDed with the result of
NOT SELECTED. The result of the
expression NOT SELECTED is a value
in which all the bits except the

Listing 3

Have a look at figure 1. Only
places in the two numbers
where both bits are set (equal to
1) pass through to the result.
Since the result is not zero, the
object is selected. Now let’s see
if the object is disabled.

The mask value of the
DISABLED bit is 8 which is 1000
binary. Figure 2 shows that the
result is zero; the object is not
disabled.

SELECTED bit are set. ANDing this
value with the current state clears the
SELECTED bit and so deselects the
object. The value of this technique is
that the actual state of the object is
not important and remains unaffect-
ed unless the object happens to be
selected.

If you find all this confusing, that's
because it is!

[Fite ]

[Printer]

.
[ ]

The dialogue box in action. The
OK button remains selected
when it is displayed for the
second time. This is cured by
using exclob_state.

'handle a dialogue with the toolkit

Do
SelectTree DIALY
res=FNHandleDialog(TEXT1)
LOOP UNTIL res=QUITBUT

Listing 4
'handle a dialogue take 2

DO
SelectTree DIAL1
res=FNHandleDialog{(TEXT1)

exclob_state res,mask_selected

LOOP UNTIL res=QUITBUT

#ep
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Dialogue boxes
are an essential
item in GEM
programs.

Jon Ellis
considers how
to work with
them in C...

CLEVER

SCREEN BAS

Since the whole point of GEM is that it is a

basics of object trees and their

representation. In this article you
will see how theory is put into prac-
tice by looking at the necessary code
to display and animate a dialogue
box. To get the most out of this
instalment, it will probably help to
refer back to the previous issue. If
you missed it, the 5T Review back
issue service should be able to help
you out (see page 98).

Straight back into the code. Listing
1 shows the function used to display
the dialogue box. In C terms, the
source code is very simple as it is
largely made up of calls to library
functions. Many GEM programs
share this nice property, which
makes them approachable for
inexperienced C programmers. To
explain how get_purge_details()
works, we will look at each of the
library functions in turn. Most of
these functions use the OBJECT
type introduced in a rather abstract
way in the last tutorial. The functions
are concerned with processing dia-
logue box object trees. To specify a

In the last tutorial we covered the

BOXING

drawn. However, to complicate matters, the two

particular tree, we pass a pointer to
the start of the array of OBJECTs. We
have already seen how to obtain such
a pointer using the rsrc_gaddr()
function. By storing the value in a
global variable (in this case, “box"),
the pointer has been made accessible
to get_purge_details() and all other
functions in our program.

form_center() takes an object tree
representing a dialogue box, and
alters it so that, when displayed, the
box will appear in the centre of the
screen. In doing this, it takes account
of screen enhancements such
as overscanning or the Falcon
screen expanders, BlowUp030 and
ScreenBlaster. The function returns
the x and y coordinates of the top
left-hand corner of the dialogue box,
and its width and height using four
variable pointers. These four quanti-
ties describe a rectangle of screen
that the box will occupy; see the
“Screen Basics” box for more about
rectangles.

The form_dial() library function is
capable of operating in several differ-
ent modes. The selection between

60,100)

modes is made by the first argument,
an integer between 0 and 3. These
modes have standard names defined
by Atari. To make the source code
easier to read, the aes.h header file
#defines symbols that allow the
standard names to be used instead of
the numbers. A similar approach is
also adopted for some other GEM
functions: it is worth browsing
through aes.h and vdi.h to get an
idea of what is available.

The FMD_START mode for
form_dial() is used to signal to the
AES that a particular area of screen
will be used to display a dialogue
box. The second to fifth arguments
are ignored, and should be 0. The
final four arguments specify the area
in the by-now familiar x,y,w,h
format.

ZOOMING ONWARD

The FMD_GROW mode is used to
draw the expanding outline box that
indicates the appearance of a
window or dialogue box. This effect
should only be used sparingly, as
many users find it irritating after a
while. The obvious way of coping
with such issues of personal prefer-
ence is to give a user the choice. A
simple technique is to define a global
variable, say “zoom_boxes”, whose
value is alterable by a menu option,
and then make all calls to draw
outline boxes conditional on the
value of this variable.

in this mode, all nine arguments to
the form_dial() function are used.
The arguments specify two rectan-
gles, and the AES draws outline
boxes expanding from the size of the
first rectangle to that of the second
rectangle.

In Listing 1, a 20-pixel square is
expanded to the size of the dialogue
box. To make this work visually, the

250,100) |

graphical interface, it makes sense to spend a little
time thinking about something fundamental to
graphics — the screen.

On-screen dimensions are measured on a
standard pixel coordinate system. Under the
default conditions, the pixel at the top left-hand
corner of the screen is the origin with the coordi-
nate (0,0). The standard ST monochrome screen is
640 pixels wide and 400 pixels high. However, to
ensure compatibility with all the odd screen resolu-
tions of the Falcon, not to say the least of those
generated by hardware add-ons, a program
should never rely on the screen being a standard
size. The housekeeping code provided as part of
the GEM program under development shows how
to safely obtain the width and height of the screen
from the v_opnvwk() call.

Many of the library functions used in GEM
programs require the programmer to specify a
rectangular portion of screen. For example, a
rectangle may define an area to be filled with a
pattern, or a portion of a dialogue box to be

parts of GEM (AES and VDI) use different methods
to describe rectangles.

Rectangles for VDI functions are specified by
means of the coordinates of two diagonally-
opposite corners. These are usually expressed as an
array of four 16-bit integers. As an example,
consider a 200 by 150 pixel rectangle with the top
left-hand corner at pixel (50,100); in this example,
the rectangle would be specified to a VDI function
as the array (50,100,250,250)

The AES functions also expect rectangles to be
specified as a series of four integers. However,
rather than an array, these integers are treated as
separate values that encode the x and y coordi-
nates of the top-left corner of the box, and the
width and height of the rectangle. Our example
rectangle would be specified in the x,y,w,h format
as 50,100,200,150.

In our prototype GEM program we are largely
confining our screen manipulations to those
provided by AES functions. This means that, for
now, there is no need to worry about the VDI

50,250) 250,250).

Specifying the coordinates of
a dialogue box for a VDI function.

rectangle descriptions. Later in the series we will
come across window-handling code that needs to
mix AES and VDI functions, and then conversion
between the two formats will be required. As
a simple programming exercise, can you write
code to interchange rectangles between these
representations?



Listing

/%

** Function to display and animate the dialogue box

** that prompts the user to enter the path and

** extension of files to be purged. There are no input
** arguments. The function returns TRUE if the user

** clicked on the 0K button, or FALSE if not.

EEd
** Usage:

button

= get_purage_details();

practice not to take account of the
possibility. Can you change the code
to make it more robust? For a hint,
look again at the Christmas issue...

NEXT TIME...

In this tutorial you've learnt about
some of the fundamental GEM library
functions used to create a simple
dialogue box interaction. Hopefully,

ST SOURCE Programming In C

you've also seen that GEM program-
ming does not require intricate C
skills, just an appreciation of some C
basics. In fact, there has been no new
C in this tutorial — just familiar ideas
used to gain access to the GEM
library functions.

Next time we'll look at a further
stage in the evolution of our GEM
program. Oh yes, and some new C
too!

* %
*x

*f
int get_purge_details(void)

{
int button;
short bx, by, bw, bh;

int get_purge_details(void);

form_center(box,&bx,8by,&bw,&bh);
form_dial(FMD_START,0,0,0,0,bx,by,bw,bh);

form_dial (FMD_GROW,bx+bw/2,by+bh/2,20,20,bx,by,bw,bh) ;
objc_draw(box,0,9,bx,by,bw,bh);

button = form_do(box,0};

form_dial (FMD_FINISH,0,0,0,0,bx,by,bw,bh);
form_dial (FMD_SHRINK,bx+bw/2,by+bh/2,20,20,bx,by,bw,bh);

if (button == 0K)
return (TRUE);
return (FALSE);

two rectangles need to have the
same centre point. This calls for a
little simple maths, which is done in
the function call.

At the end of get_purge_details(),
after the dialogue box has been
finished with, form_dial() is called
again twice with the remaining two
modes. FMD_SHRINK does the
opposite of FMD_GROW - a series of
outline boxes shrink from the second
rectangle to the first. Finally, calling
form_dial() with the FMD_FINISH
mode causes the specified rectangle
of screen (the bit under the dialogue
box) to be redrawn.

THE GUTS OF IT

objc_draw() is the AES function that
actually displays the dialogue box. Its
arguments specify the object tree to
be drawn and the index of the first
object — starting at 0 displays the
whole tree. The last four arguments
define a clip rectangle. Although the
whole object tree will be processed,
only the part that falls within the clip
rectangle will be displayed. In
get_purge_details(), the clip rectan-
gle has been set to be equivalent to
the outer dimensions of the whole
box, so the entire dialogue will be
drawn.

Restricting the area affected by
objc_draw() can be extremely useful
when only a part of an object
tree is changed and so requires
redisplaying. The argument given as
“9" in the listing controls a parame-
ter of objc_draw() operation known
as the drawing depth. The value
given will suffice for the vast majority
of objc_draw() calls. Displaying the

dialogue box is not the whole story
- the box must be animated to allow
the user to interact with it. This is
done by the form_do() function. All
that it needs by way of input is a
pointer to the object tree and the
index of an editable text field at
which to put the vertical line cursor.
An index of 0 can be used if there are
no editable fields or to default the
cursor position to the first editable
field.

form_do() only returns when the
user selects an object tagged with
the EXIT or TOUCHEXIT attribute. In
our program, these are the <OK> and
<Cancel> buttons. The return value
from form_do() can be used to
identify the object that caused the
exit. By using the header file
prepared by K-Resource, we can
process the result symbolically: the
return from form_do() is compared
with the symbols OK or CANCEL, the
names given to the buttons when
they were created in K-Resource.
get_purge_details() uses this
information to determine its return
value; TRUE for OK, else FALSE.

Here is another simple program-
ming challenge: the return value
from form_do() is a 16-bit integer.
The bottom fifteen bits encode the
index of the object used to exit the
dialogue box. The remaining bit is set
to 1 if the exit was caused by the user
double-clicking the mouse on an
object with the TOUCHEXIT
attribute. As it stands, the code in
get_purge_details() cannot cope
with this eventuality. Although the
situation cannot arise, as there are no
TOUCHEXIT objects in the dialogue
box, it is still poor programming

i N
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COMMON BUGS AND ERRORS

Continuing with our occasional mini-series on nasty common errors in C
that can be tricky to track down, here’s another hot tip:

® Equals signs

To test an expression for equality, C uses two equals signs (==), as you saw
in the second tutorial. Assigning a value to a variable is achieved by using a
single equals sign (=).

This can cause problems if you make a typing error in an if test. Look at the
code below:

if (balance == 0)
printf("No money is owed\n");

This will do what the programmer wanted: print the text if the variable
“balance” is zero. However, missing out one of the equals signs causes a
problem:

if (balance = 0)
printf("No money is owed\n");

This code won't work; “balance” will be always be zero, but the text will
never be printed. You can imagine how confusing this could be in a large
program !

We've already met part of the reason for this behaviour. In a previous
tutorial we saw how a variable assignment can be evaluated as a mathemat-
ical expression. What the construct above is doing is to perform an assign-
ment and then to subject the value to a logical test. The result will be
“false” if the variable is having zero assigned to it, otherwise it will be
“true”. In our example above, “balance” is set to zero, and the if test then
fails, because this is evaluated as “false”.

To help you get logical tests right, here’s a simple rule. All comparisons in
C that involve equality have two characters, and the second of these is
always an equals sign:

A ==B Test for A equal to B

A !=B Test for A not equal to B

A »>= B Test for A greater than or equal to B
A <= B Test for A less than or equal to B

Remember, the compiler isn't telepathic — it can only read what you write,
not what you meant to write!

SEPTEMBER ISSUE
IS SOLD OUL...

.. but we still have some of the cover disks! If you AJAR' gr

mlssed out on Prospero C and would like a copy of
the disk along with the first tutorial, send £2.50
(payable to Europress Enterprise) to:

Prospero C Disk, ST Review,

Europa House, Adlington Park,

Macclesfield SK10 4NP.
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Graeme Rutt
continues on his
quest to go where
he wants others
to follow...

his month, it's the turn of the
T Blackwater BBS, which lives in

Dulwich and is run by Gordon
Drayson. Unlike other most bulletin
boards this one isn't networked, it
doesn’t have large file areas and only
has a reasonably small message area.
S0, why does it boast a usership of
well over 300? Well, maybe it has
something to do with being the
System Solutions support board for
the UK...

These kind of support boards have
become popular over the past couple
of years. With more and more people
buying modems, companies have
realised just how useful messaging
and file access can be for their cus-
tomers. System Solutions caught the
comms wave a while ago, and as well
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repairs) you'll be familiar with but the
latter you may not heard of before.
Sumner Type is a print bureau, one
of a very few that can take Calamus
output and turn it into bromide or
film, ready to be sent to the printers

- witness our stunning Calamus
layout on page 19!

You speak with each by sending
email or fmail (see boxout) to user
name “sysop”. Gordon sorts out
which message - or file - should be

as offering support on CIX they also
decided to run their own bulletin
board.

WHAT’S ON OFFER?

There are three main areas of busi-
ness that the Blackwater BBS deals
with: Systems Solutions, The Atari
Workshop and Sumner Type. The first
two (hardware/software sales and

There's not a great

deal in the files

areas, but plenty pe=
else where! L
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HOW TO... EMAIL

EMail, or electronic mail, is the general name for any kind of
message sent via modem, or communications network. Words,
though, become corrupted through time and EMail commonly
refers to messages that you send to a single user - private mail in
other words.

It is a feature that you'll want to use a lot on Blackwater BBS, so
let’s have a look at how you go about it. From the main menu, hit
<E> to bring up the Email section. To read any new mail, hit <R>
and follow the prompts to read the mail. Note that on most Turbo
boards, mail is deleted as soon as it's read - or sometimes, if you
quit the board, even without reading.
<$> and enter the username it will be sent to

To send mail, hit
and the subject of the mail as requested. Remember, on
Blackwater any message for the three supported companies goes

to “sysop”. It is also possible at this prompt to type in search to
hunt for a user name, or list to send a message to a number of
different users.

Finally, FMail works just like Email but allows you to attach a
file to your mail. Hit <F> from the Email menu and follow the
prompts - it's very much like sending a standard Email message
but with additional prompts to let you upload a file. If any Fmail
has been sent to you, there will be a note appended to any
messages that you read, as described above.

sent to which company and acts
accordingly. 5o, with a single log-in
you can request a price on a hard-
disk, find out whether it's worth
repairing your faulty ST or send a
hundred page .CDK file ready to be
turned into a manual!

The message and file areas should
be familiar to anyone who has ever

ST SOURCE Cor

nms Coaching

subjects, and there a few Atari files
available for download. I'm not going
to pretend that these areas are big
though - the strength of this board
lies in the level of support offered by
the companies that back it. That said,
Gordon is currently thinking about
joining the NeST Atari network — and
a BBS with networked messages, files
and support would be formidable.

MOVING AROUND

In the database section you will find
price lists (for both Systems Solutions
and Sumner type), any bulletins -
often including special offers — and
also a number of press releases. To
access this section, just hit <D> and
follow the menu prompts. As usual,
with a Turbo BBS, you can press <T>
to toggle “read” or “download”
mode. The former is the default and
sends any bulletin text straight to
your terminal and the latter down-
loads the text as files.

Finally, there is the standard Turbo
Qmail system - available from the
main menu under <Q>. If you intend
reading or sending messages to the
board then use this, as described in
an earlier issue, to save money. That's
it for this month; see you on-line —
maybe even at the Blackwater BBS...

SYSTEM INFO

Phone Number: 081-299 3933
(Dulwich, S. London)

Sysop: Gordon Drayson
Times: 24 hours (10am-6am
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SK THE EXPERT

Another month,
another mailbag —
ST Review’s panel
of experts are here
again to answer
your questions...

FORGET ME NOT

| recently received the
Forget Me Clock and

It's much easier to
know which files are
the most recent when it
comes to updating them, and it is so
easy to set up - a few clicks of the
mouse and the job is done.

There are two things that the
READ_ME file didn’t mention con-
cerning the battery: how long it lasts
and how to replace it. | feel it could
be of benefit to other readers by
answering this through your problem
pages.

D. Smith, Mid-Glamorgan

Marpet inform us that the Forget
Me Clock’s lithium battery should
be good for two years or there-
abouts. The battery is a 3.2 volt
cell, with a model number of
CR2032.

When you need to change it,
unplug the cartridge and open
the plastic casing by carefully
prising apart the two halves. Buy
a cell with legs already soldered on
- soldering to a battery casing is
not easy. Desolder the old battery
and fit the new one in its place.
Voila!

Remember to use the program
on the disk that came with the
cartridge to turn the clock on,
after which the Auto folder

Clock on - two
years of hassle-
free timme with the
Forget Me Clock...

program loads the clock time into
the 5T's system whenever you boot
up. Jane Plessey

NO SCORE

| want to upgrade my
current MIDI set-up
and top of the list is
my sequencer, Pro 12.
| was fortunate enough
recently to spend a little
time working with Cubase and feel
that this will do
nicely! However, I've been told that
I'll need at least 2Mb of RAM in my
machine and my budget is very tight.
Is this true?

A, Curtis, Longleat, Wilts

.

Cubase has certainly grown over
the years and, yes, to run it in its
entirety does require 2Mb of
memory. However, as with most
decent German programs, Cubase
is modular and allows you to
specify which modules are loaded
into memory. If you want to run
on a 1Mb machine, simply ensure
that the Score Editor is unloaded
and you will have at least 200Kb
of RAM free — more than enough
for most musical projects. If
scoring is a vital ingredient of
your work, then you are going to
have to bite the bullet and
upgrade to 2Mb. Vic Lennard

MONO MONITOR

| have just purchased a 520
STE, upgraded to 1Mb.
when using
mono emulators, the
y text in my Easybase files is
very hard to read. | need a
monitor!

Being poor | must buy second-
hand, but looking for Atari ones is
rather limiting in terms of choice.
Can | use any monitor — say from an
IBM or, heaven forbid, Amstrad? The
same question applies to my search

for a printer. By the way, | think your
barking mad giving away copies of
Easybase and Prospero C. So |'ve
subscribed to take advantage of your
dubious mental health!

Trevor Townsend, Cheshire

Well, one good insult deserves
another — I think youre barking
mad even considering anything
other than an Atari monitor!
Seriously though, the Atari mono-
chrome monitors offer stunning
image quality, far better than any
monitors adapted from other
machines are likely to give you.
The SM124/5 are the best and

the SM125 has a useful swivel
base. The SM144 was introduced
relatively recently but the picture
quality wasn't as good as the
earlier models. You should be able
to pick up a secondhand SM124/5
for anywhere between £50 and
£80. Try the classified pages of the
computer exchange and mart-type
magazines or ask a friend with
access to a bulletin board to post
a message.

You can, of course, use the
monitors from old Amstrads such
as the 6128 (the CPC464 is colour
only) or “IBM” monitors provided
they are VGA or better. CGA or
EGA type monitors won't work at
all. Leads are available from Paul
Rossiter on 0602 631631.

As for printers, this will depend
on your software and the avail-
ability of the right driver but if you
look for a cheap Epson FX80 or
IBM Proprinter-compatible 9-pin
dot matrix, you shouldn't go far
wrong. Other printers for which
printer drivers are widely available
include the Star LC10 and HP
Deskjet. Andrew Wright

CLIPPING CLIPART

| have an Atari 1040STE
with an Atari SC1435

when | load clip-art in
.IMG format, the pic-
ture is always larger than
the screen shows.

Is there a way of reducing .IMG
pictures so that they just fill the

Peace of mind
- 5T Secure

prevents prying
eyes...

screen without any loss of definition?
F. Ellison, Lancs.

Although there’s no way you

can reduce .IMG clips on screen
without any loss of definition,
GEMView 3 on this month’s cover
disk does a reasonably good job
of adjusting their size. If you want
the changes to be temporary, use
the “Pic. Size” menu option; if
you'd prefer them to be permanent
so that you can save them in their
reduced state, use the
“Vertical/Horizontal Half”
external modules. Nial Grimes

FRIEND OR FOE?

Please can you tell me
if there is a utility that
will put password
protection on pro-

grams — one that |
could copy onto my
system disk and set to automatic load
by placing it in my Auto folder. When
| reboot my system, | want it to ask
me to type in the password; if | get it
right it will go to the desktop where-
as if | get it wrong it will just keep
asking me to enter the password
again and again.
| really need this and just in case
you're wondering it is the typical
sisters again!
Richard Claydon, Surrey

There are several software utilities
available from PD libraries, in
cluding Occult and Password. Such
a utility works by pausing the
boot process until a password is
provi-ded and so is of limited use
— if you only have a floppy drive,
anyone can simply place a blank
floppy and boot from that!

A better solution is ST Secure
from Ladbroke Computing (0772
203166), a hardware kit costing
£9.99.

Fitting this involves opening
up your ST and stripping it down
to the motherboard. Once
installed, your computer will boot
and then “ask” for a password.

If this isn’t forthcoming it’s
Crystal Maze time — lockout!
Michael Robinson



TOO MANY COLOURS

Many adverts for the
newer computers in
magazines state that
the machine in ques-
tion is capable of
demonstrating millions of
colours. | have been trying to see
how many colours | could think of
but have only managed to come up
with just 51 colours, shades or tints.
These are: red, blue, buff, fawn, grey,
pink, puce, ruby, woad, amber,
azure, beige, black, brown, coral,
cream, ebony, green, hazel, khaki,
mauve, ochre, olive, sable, sandy,
sepia, white, auburn, bluish, cerise,
cherry, claret, flaxen, golden, indigo,
maroon, orange, purple, silver, violet,
yellow, carmine, crimson, cyanine,
magenta, saffron, scarlet, lavender,
navy-blue, sapphire, chocolate and
vermilion.

| would be very interested to see in
print the manufacturers’ list of the
millions of colours they boast about.
Incidentally, one issue of Atari ST
Review, at about 800 words for each
of, say, 100 pages, could only list
about 80,000 words, and would
require almost a year’s worth of
issues to list the names of only the
first million colours. Please do not
even think about using the pages of
your excellent magazine for such a
trivial task.
Douglas Hutchinson, Glasgow

On-screen colour is generally made
up of a blend of Red, Green and
Blue, hence the term "RGB"” used
to describe many computer moni-
tors. Let’s say that you have eight
steps for each of these; by combin-
ing them together, you end up
with 8 x 8 x 8 or 512 colours as
the total palette, which is the case
with a standard 5T. The 5Te offers
16 steps of each colour leading to
a total palette of 4,096 colours.
However, not all of these “shades”
has a specific name.

If you want to see this, setup
XCONTROL from our cover disk, as
described earlier in this magazine,
and ensure that the COLORVDI CPX
is loaded in. Push the red fader
right to the top; what colour do
you get? Red. Now take the fader
down a notch. What colour do you
get now? A slightly paler shade of
red, but could you accurately
name this colour? Yet if you place
the two tints next to each other
you can see the difference, and it's
these slight changes that allow us
to see and print smooth colour
graduations. Colour naming and

ST SOURCE Ask The Experts

HP DESKJET AND TIMEWORKS

DTP problems? Then Nial Grimes is your man...

Hglp! I 'am having difficulties with my new Hewlett Packard Desklet 510. I'm using a 1Mb STE, with
Timeworks Publisher 2 and no matter what | adjust, it will not print below 3cm from the bottom edge! |
have set Timeworks DTP to A4, set the printer to A4 (as well as trying every other DIP switch combination)

but to no avail. But, as soon as | load up 1st Word Plus everything is fine — print will continue to a reasonable 1.5c¢m as

you'd expect!
Martin Waterhouse, Bedford

Could you please answer a couple of questions | have regarding Timeworks Publisher, as | am thinking of upgrading to
release 2, providing | can overcome two potential problems:
1. | have been told that using Timeworks 2 at 300 dpi with a floppy-based system will limit the size and type of fonts
available to me to the space available on my fonts disk (so that's 720Kb or so). If this is true, is there a way around this
(a hard disk is not an option at this time) for instance, by creating a large RAMdisk?
2. | am using the original Timeworks given away back in issue 7, but | cannot seem to print to the bottom 3cm of an A4
page. My printer is an HP Desk|et 510. This doesn’t appear to be a problem with the printer as | have no problem with
printing to within half an inch of the bottom of the page with other applications: Write On, k-Spread 3 and so on.

If there is no solution to either, or both, of the above, would | be better off going for Easy Text Vector and

SpeedoGDOS, running from a RAMdisk?

Finally, | am using a 1040 STe upgraded from new to 2Mb. Can | upgrade to 4Mb by purchasing your 2Mb upgrade
offer? If not what is my best way forward?

Phillip Hills, Leics.

Timeworks 2 will indeed restrict you to one disk full of fonts. By creating a ten sector format disk (using
Fastcopy Ill or similar) you can push past the 720K limit to about 800K, but that’s still not an awful lot of
space to play with. In theory, with a reset-proof RAMdisk and a lot of patience you could increase that space a
little further, but as the ASSIGN.SYS file is checked at boot-up time it could get very complicated.

As for your page size problem, this is down to the Timeworks printer driver, some versions of which refuse
point blank to print beyond the 11 inch mark (US Letter size). A replacement used to be available, but unfortu-
nately the company that produced it disappeared some time ago. However | do seem to remember that the
driver supplied with Timeworks 2 was a proper A4 version. If yours isn't, it might be worth contacting GST to
see whether they can supply a suitable replacement.

Easy Text Vector is a nice system, but once again it does really prefer to be run from a hard disk. To be
honest, your best bet would be to go for Calamus. Although it might take you a while to adjust from the
relative comforts of Timeworks, Calamus 1.09n runs well from two

floppy drives and you can use as many fonts as will squeeze into
memory — quite a few on a 2Mb machine. You will, of course,
need a mono monitor to go for this option.

And finally, upgrading your STE to 4Mb can indeed be per-
formed with the 2Mb upgrade offer. For 99% of machines it's a
relatively simple operation and should be within the capabilities

of most ST users. Nial Grimes

perception is very subjective. I'm
certain that many readers will be
looking at your list, Douglas, and
coming up with 10 or 20 further
names. But if you really want to
see the difference, take a colour
picture saved in .GIF or .TIF format
and view it on an ST and then on
a Falcon from GEMView...

Vic Lennard

PORT PUZZLE

| have owned my Falcon

(TOS 4.04, 4Mb RAM,
() 85Mb internal IDE
hard disk) for nearly a
year now and most of
my old software runs on it

=] Colour Options

Loadsa colours -
TruePaint’s colour
wheel shows tints by
the thousand...

more fonts you can load...

(& Tile P Text Wiew Extras

King of the jungle — the
more memory you have

with Calamus 1.09N, the Y

S i

without any problems — in fact, with
a great deal of improvement, espe-
cially Pagestream.

But | have two questions. What is
the difference between the cartridge
port on the Falcon and that on the
ST. Some devices work happily on
both, like the dongle for Cubase 3

but not, for example, my Unitor-C

MIDI expander.

| understand that the Midex
expander can be modified to work
on the Falcon, so can a similar modi-
fication be done to Unitor.

Secondly, why do | frequently get
“not enough memory” messages
when | certainly do have enough
memory for the task involved. For
example, while typing this letter with
Word Writer, | tried to load the
General Setup CPX using XControl
and was told “There is not enough
memory to load the CPX."”

By the way | have phoned the Atari
“helpline” regarding these and other
Atari-specific problems and would
have got more help from my cat - if |
had one...

I Pearce, Essex

The difference between the
cartridge port on the Falcon and
the ST was never documented by
Atari. Nevertheless, there is a dif-
ference which only manifests itself
with some devices while others
work perfectly, apparently due to
several of the pins having different
memory addresses. There is no way
to modify the Unitor so that it
works with the Falcon - |

suggest you contact Sound
Technology on 0462 480000.

The Control Panel allocates
memory as and when you try to
load a module. The problem is
that some programs like Word
Writer and 1st Word Plus grab
all available memory and so the
Control Panel cannot load the
module. One way around this
is to use the CONFIG CPX and
make all the modules you require
memory-resident. The other
solution is to get a PD paitch
program, like Reserve, which
prevents programs from grabbing
all the memory for themselves.
Ofir Gal
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Criticism?
Adulation? Speak
your mind and be

awarded with a
£25 cheque the
for Star Letter...

SHAKY SHAREWARE

| have read with interest recent
comments in ST Review about the
poor returns to shareware authors.
However the other side needs to be
stated:

1. Regarding the difficulty of
payment to programmers overseas, |
discovered that the total transfer cost

[
File Selector Selectric™ vi.18
Filenome: E._____.___ | Functions ]
E: [ BASICY 1+« ][ 8y nane ]
5| E:\BASIC\*.* ]
o
£ AUTONICE 29-87-95 [
o BUICK 18-86-93
B CANUAS 18-86-93
B CIHUTILS #8-88-93
B COURCOPY 18-86-93
CURSOR 81-88-93
| EHECUTE 18-86-93
El FCORPARE 86-10-93 [
— i
8 bytes in | selected |ten
[ v |[options | [cancer J[ oc ]

You decide - is Selectric
worth £9?

GOT SOMETHING
TO SAY?

ST Review is your magazine and
putting pen to paper gives you
direct contact with us. As
editor, | read every letter that
you send and carefully select the
ones for publication. | receive far
more letters than can be printed,
so make yours interesting if you
want to see it in these pages!

It may simply be that you have
a constructive criticism about an
article in 5T Review, or that one
of our columnists has inflamed
you with his honesty. Whatever

the reason, drop a line to me,
Vic Lennard, at:

Points Of View,

Atari ST Review,

Europa House,
Adlington Park,
Macclesfield SK10 4NP.

Please do not send stamped-
addressed envelopes; personal
replies cannot be entered into.
All mail received is considered
for publication unless other-
wise stated and we reserve
the right to edit letters where
necessary without altering
the context.

to the USA of one shareware package
was more than the purchase price of
a (superior) commercial package in
the UK!

2. Shareware authors appear to be
greedy. The programmer of the stun-
ning commercial game Elite 2 (RRP:
£30) will probably earn no more than
£5 per copy sold. Shareware authors
typically want £5 to £20 for trivia like
improved file selectors; moreover
they do not have to get involved with
writing popular manuals and distribu-
tion. Shareware authors would
undoubtedly get better results by a
policy of “pile them, sell them
cheap”.

of shareware (for example, by ST
Review and certain PD houses that do
not differentiate in their advertising
between PD and shareware titles)
represents a form of inertia selling.
Under British law, such unsolicited
items become the property of the
recipient after six months.

I'm all in favour of the principle of
“crippleware” (shareware with some
features disabled). This makes the
programs into demo items only. And
| suspect that shareware authors will
find sales from crippleware demos to
still be so lousy that they might think
about lowering their prices to more
realistic levels...

P. Fletcher, Berks.

The programmer was probably
paid an advance which was then
deducted from future royalties.
This is not the case with shareware
products - the majority of those
who use such programs on a regu-
lar basis in the UK do not appear
to pay for them. Take the example
of Selectric, a piece of software

of a genre that you refer to as
“trivia”. There are less than 50
registered users over here; in
Germany there are over 1,200
such users. Is a file selector with
substantially superior features to
the Atari version worth £97 Put it
another way — how often in a day
do you play Elite? And how often

3. The high memory requirement. Far
too many shareware (and PD) utilities
do not justify their exorbitant
memory requirements, regardless of
cost (to say nothing of problems of
compatibility if too many are
installed). Therefore distribution
numbers should not be taken as a
measure of royalties due.

4. Handing out unrequested copies

One at a time...

accepted.

First, as mentioned in the reply
to the star letter, it is a pain to
have to send a small payment to
the States. Point taken and

Second, everyone who legiti-
mately uses Elite 2 has paid for it.

do you utilise a file selector...
Third, if you buy a commercial
program and find that it’s too
large to comfortably be used on
your 5T, tough. But with share-
ware you can try before you buy -
and register if, and only if, you
regularly use the program. Failure
to do this will ultimately lead to

-

As the editor of this magazine, | have the responsibility of
ensuring the accuracy of whatever is written in the name
of ST Review. This is a role that every editor should play,
but recent comments from within the April 1994 ST
Format subscriber’s newsletter, Between The Covers, and
on the rear cover of the magazine appear to question
this:

® “We currently produce around 80 editorial pages per
month..."”. This is economical with the truth. Editorial is
defined as: “a newspaper article written by or on behalf
of an editor...” (The Concise Oxford Dictionary), but the
quoted figure of 80 editorial pages includes offers,
subscriptions and advertisements for internal magazines
such as PC Format and Future Music. In terms of true
editorial, ST Format has not produced 80 pages since
Issue 41, December 1992, a 140-page issue. Since revert-
ing to 100 pages, true editorial has been less than 74
pages per issue.

® “The number of editorial pages has barely changed
over the last two years”. This is a blatant untruth. Going
back two years to issue 34, May 1992, almost 132 pages
of the 180-page issue was dedicated to “editorial” in ST
Format terms, or 116 pages of true editorial — over fifty
per cent up on the current scenario.

® “You won't find a better Cover Disk on any ST maga-
zine”. Not by any measure, in terms of quality or quan-
tity, can this be accurate. Since becoming a Europress
publication in May 1993, ST Review has included ten
commercial programs on cover disk, more than twice the

\nurnber on offer from ST Format. The April issue is a

OPEN LETTER TO ST FORMAT

\

periect example: a full, commercial organiser along with
a further eight utilities on ST Review; two shareware
games, two demos and two utilities on ST Format.

This is not a case of one editor attempting to take
the moral high ground over another; an editor of any
magazine must be accountable to its readers. My
criticism is based on being a long-term ST Format reader
(since it shared its title with the Amiga) and as a former
writer for the magazine.

While ST Format comfortably outsells ST Review, this is
due to the magazine being aimed at a different market
of readers — 26 pages were devoted to games in the April
1994 issue. However, the responsibility of attitude to
dedicating 16-page sections over the last three issues to
a games machine that is unlikely to be freely available in
the UK until 1995 is certainly questionable.

No comment is made regarding quality of editorial;
this is for you, the readers, to decide. ST Review is
penned by a team of some 20 writers, many of whom
are experts in their subject area. All are ST enthusiasts —
and none more so than myself which accounts for why
ST Review has very few errors, both in terms of produc-
tion and accuracy of fact. To ensure such quality,
ST Review is not prepared to adopt a similar policy to
ST Format of allowing a single employee to write more
than 25 pages, issue after issue, in the cause of cost-
cutting.

This is an open letter; if a reply is forthcoming from
Ms. Richards, it will be printed. | trust that any such
response will be based on fact.

Vic Lennard, Editor

J




HOW DO | PAY?

On the cover disk of issue 21 was a demo of a program called Nosey. To
obtain the full program, you need to send 510 to the USA.

I asked my bank if writing a cheque for $10 and posting that to
America would result in my receiving the program and was told “no”!
Apparently one is not allowed to send currency out of the country, so
maybe you can explain how one can obtain this program.

I am not being critical but some explanation in the magazine of how to
get hold of this program would have been appreciated.

T. Yendle, Mid-Glamorgan

I put your question to my local branch of Barclays Bank and obtained
the reply | expected, having trodden o similar path some years ago. You
can buy 510 in notes, place it in an envelope and send it to the States —
but cash cannot be N e

insured and you (2]

ST SOURCE Foints Of View

such an action, | have
been refiably informed,
is mot illegal.

The alternative is to
buy an IMO
(International Money
Order) which will cost you
£7 on top of the cost of the 510! While the cost for an IMO is immedi-
ately deducted from your bank account, should it go missing there is a
claims procedure though this can take some time.

Before anyone writes in and suggests opening an American dollar
account in the UK, I've tried that! As the USA is constructed of various
states, you will often find that banks are state-specific — there isn't a
clearing house system like the UK. This is why you will often find that
American companies state that cheques sent to them have to be drawn
on an American bank or transferred to a specific account number; send-
ing a dollar cheque drawn on, say, Barclays in the UK can incur substan-
tial charges for the American company. And for you to hold a bank
account with an American bank entails the transfer of currency from the

have no way of T T

EVEREST . poC

B

ensuring delivery;
even Express mail
doesn’t guarantee
that an item is | —
received by the

Another nethod of marking & bleck is te pesit

Yes please - here’s the demo, but how do you
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the cursor at the

addressee. However get the full program?

the disappearance of some of the
best applications we've seen on the
ST. That would be a shame, espe-
cially as two of ST Review's writers
actively distribute “supported
shareware” — German programs
that have been accurately trans-
lated into English. Such a system
ensures that sterling payments can
be made for registration in the UK
- and surely nobody can question
the quality of the likes of
Kandinsky, GEMView and Everest?

Fourth, how can you say that
the software on ST Review’s cover
disk is unsolicited? You choose
whether or not you buy the
magazine and while | haven't
investig-ated the legal implica-
tions, | would be very surprised
if your point is factually accurate.
Of course, | stand to be corrected
if needs be.

I'm not too certain what your
beef is. Shareware is like good
advice - you can choose whether
or not to accept it but it’s clear
from your letter that you've had
bad experiences with some share-
ware programs. Perhaps you, and
other readers, would like to write
in and detail the good and bad
programs in this category - and
honestly own up to whether there
are shareware products in your
collection that you regularly use
but haven't registered yet...

ALL IS FORGIVEN

First came an Amstrad 464 — nice,
but a lot of typing. Next came an
Atari STFM 520 - brilliant and unput-
downable. Then came a PC 386...

At first there were few problems
but in the course of a year, less and
less worked properly, each boot-up
being a new experience. Now, little
works without a lot of CONFIG.SYS-
ing and AUTOEXEC-ing. No wonder
the makers and publishers give a

lifetime helpline — you need it, and
you need to understand DOS and
Windows or none of their advice
helps.

| am not prepared to struggle
every time | start up just to run a pro-
gram so | have given the PC to my
son and now have my ST back. |
wonder how many ex-ST, PC users
will return from frustration to the ST
and your magazine, like me. | have
learned to my cost that vast games,
stunning graphics, and fabulous hype
soon lose their charm when they
won't run. How about this; the last
PC magazine | bought had the cover
headline: Solving the 50 most common
problems on the PC! ‘Nuff said...
John Birch, London

There are two words in your letter
that go together perfectly: PC and
hype. The PC was never intended
to provide 8-bit colour via an
5-VGA monitor and to run art,
graphics and music programs. Use
a spreadsheet, database or busi-
ness application under DOS and
you'll see the power of the
machine; the problems really start
when you run that kludge of an
environment, Windows.

I’'m not going to get involved in
a slanging match with any of you
as to whether a PC is better than
an 5T; let’s just accept that there
are horses for courses. But if any-
one ever succeeds in convincing
me that the words “PC" and

[T
-
e

You're welcome -
Calligrapher
appears to have
gone down a

UK to the USA which incurs substantial costs for you!

I sympathise with your predicament — and we haven't even mentioned
the fact that as you are effectively buying a product from the States,
there may be the question of VAT and import duty! If anyone has a solu-
tion, please drop me a line. In the meantime, perhaps you'd like to use
the lion’s share of your £25 to get the full version of Nosey via an IMO...

“user-friendly” belong in the same
sentence, I'll eat that item on the
top of my head. And no, | don’t
wear a wig!

THANKS!

Many congratulations and thanks for
a superb cover disk on the March
issue, namely Calligrapher. | am quite
inexperienced when it comes to
computers as | have been “dabbling”
since | retired a year ago, but | don't
need a great deal of experience to
recognise a gift when | see one.

| buy your magazine regularly
every month and it is always to be
found by the side of my chair so that
| can put my hands on it any time. |
have especially enjoyed the DTP tuto-
rial series by Nial Grimes and am now
looking forward to his Calligrapher
Tutorial with eagerness. | must tell
you that | never write letters of praise
to magazines but | am so impressed
with this cover disk that | had to tell
you what a novice thinks. ST Review is
the number one magazine for the ST
and if you carry on with such
excellent work, it will always be so!
Ken Turner, Gwent

I rarely print letters such as yours
Ken, because | would hate readers
to think that we need to resort to
such flattery. But just now and
then, it's nice to know that my job
isn‘t quite as thankless as it some-
times feels! Cheers guy...

It Find Foat Format

storm with you...

FALCON SUPPORT

Thank you for mentioning the Falcon
Fact File in the news section of issue
21. | hope you will print this letter to
give a little more detail of what the
FFF is all about.

The Falcon Fact File is a free-to-join
Membership club set up to encour-
age users to help users. Application
forms can be obtained by sending a
stamped self-addressed envelope.
The completed form should be
returned to us with a High Density
disk and stamped return envelope.
Members’ details will be added to the
FFF and the disk returned along with
a selection of the best Falcon PD
Shareware to fill the disk. The file
itself is a NameNet Address Manager
data listing of all members, The
version of NameNet sent, apart from
displaying the FFF, is also a demo of
the shareware version of NameNet.
The FFF is updated regularly,
members can upgrade at any time by
returning their disk — with return
postage!

If you are thinking of buying a new
word processor, find a member who
has the one you are interested in and
give them a call to ask what they
think of it.

Or if you have just bought a
printer and are having trouble
setting it up with your word proces-
sor, look for a member with the same
or similar set-up and call for advice.
In this way you soon build up a
merry band of contacts (do you
include the Lincoln-green tights... Ed).

We are not a commercial organisa-
tion or sponsored in any way,
therefore it is imperative that
stamped return postage is supplied
with all correspondence.

Colin Fisher-McAllum,
Hampshire

Good luck Colin and stay in
touch...
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ADVERTISERS' INDEX

FAST ST REPAIRS

Upgrades -+ Engineering requirements

* GUARANTEED
SAME DAY SERVICE

£34.99 + parts
computers received by
11.00 a.m.

Door to door pick up + delivery anywhere in

* NORMAL
SERVICE

£24.99 + parts
(Typically 24 hrs)

E‘&ml_'al

the U.K.
Also Mono + Colour Monitors

WS/ LAty

144, Tanner St., Tower Bridge, London SE1 2H

Tel. 071-252 3553

Low Cost uggradlng

STEto 1Mb ...... A
STE to 2Mb .. £49.
STFM to 1Mb ... 4
STFM to 2.5Mb £79.99
TOS 1.4.. £25.00
TOS 2. 06 .............. EPOA
Double Slded Drive £47.00
Power Suppl £39.95

Power Supply (Replace) :
Fitting for the above from £16.00

ISSUE 13 - Mu\r 1993

+ Digital sound o the Falcone Buying o printer
# DN's Vedore VGA monitorse Overston

ON THE DISK = Write On worth £65

ISSUE 20 - December 1993
+ Image Frocessing specials Geneva Preview

ISSUE 19- Nwamher 1993
» Opfical, Flopsical ond Syquest Drivese
Digitapee DGraghe Monitoring the Folon
ON THE DISK = Flair Paint worth £35

1SSUE 16 = August 1993
o TP in Coloure Photo(De Colour Prinfing

+ OCR Seniore NVDIs DeskJet 1200

ON THE DISK = Conterto worth over £40

ST Review
T-Shirt
Reduced to
Only £2.50

ISSUE 21 - (hrlﬂl'l'lll! 1993
« Profexte Chagall T Beard ST Accelerator

ISSLIE 22~ }unnun; 1994
« (ibase Audioe Eosy Text Vechore Geneva

 resmessem BACK ISSUES ORDER FORM LI Lt L L L L
Please send me:

It you've mlssed
any issues, NOW's
your chance fo
obtcm fhem But

urr( — stocks
are [imited...

S50

® ind pgp
each

» Mari Workse The lotest gome reviews o Wi Hard Drivese Outsidee Photo Show ~  Prism Paint 2o Worp 9 Dogfight 1 = 1
ON THE DISK = Exsy Boseworh €100~ ON THE DISK — Toevorks /Ules ~ ON THE DISK = RepoySeten I e s rfgfulffg% S 1
- TA : : Issue 19, November 1993 £4.50 T TIE T s o ooy s T e v e e :
j | lssue 20, December 1993  £4.50 i
Issve 21, Christmas 1993 £4.50 A

: : lssue 23, February 1994 2450 32 (I ol e e e :
I L lssue 24, March 1994 £4.50 1
b [ lsve 25, Apri 1994 S AT TE e o e :
L ST Review T-Shirt £2.50 1
| lweNo's 1-12,14,15,17, 18and 22~ oo 1
1 are no longer available 1

i TN G T T T e
H ]
L L .3 e = . 1
|5$'dugugg ; :bﬂm r;] 99: ISR Mk 19 ISSUE 25 - Aprl 1994 : Please allow 28 days for delivery. Send cheques payable to: :

 VideoMoser Fokone DA's Vecto Fro Preview o Piciito GEMYiew 3 That's Write 3 review  Harlekin 3o GEini Afor CD-R0M» i i

o Mg Peew Bkt 20 Eie @ gt o oy koo Phshipho T s Proews OPfu s 1 COTOPIESS Enferprise at Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP
\_ O THE DISK - K-Resource/ondiosky  ON THE DISK ~ Caligropher Prfesiondl O THE DISK — Eguinox Organise H _@_Ici p-lﬂole Vc_lcy /0625 878888 (9m-1pm 0 oniy] quoting your clecllt Eri no. E _:



Analogic Computers rs (U.K.) Ltd

Unit 6, Ashway Centre, A Sar$0 Spm | O,
Elm Crescent, TEL: 081-546-9575 AL A 1
Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH  FAX/TEL: 081-541-4671 A N A | L 9%

OFFICIAIL ATARI REPAIR CENTR -
* COMPUTERS * MONITORS -

REPAIRS WITHOUT DIAGNOSTIC FEES

| 520/1040 ST/STM/STF/STFM/STE ....cveoooeoveeeesereeeernnnnn £59.95 | divaybe
Monochrome, Colour Monitors excusng CRT.LOF T ....eevveeeneeenn. £59.95 st

We pick up computers for repairs and memory upgrades for Next Day delivery
to us by Courier Service for only £6.00 + VAT

MEMORY UPGRADES

MARPET DEVELOPMENTS OFFICIAL XTRA-RAM DELUXE INSTALLERS

520 STF/STFM to 1 Meg.................. 7i£69,95 520/ STE {0 Meg: 2. £17.95
520 ST/STM/STF/STFM to 2.5 Meg ....£89.95 520 STE t0 2 Meg......ccoorvvvrvvcrnrienn” £59.95
520 ST/STM/STF/STFM to 4 Meg......£139.95 520 STE to 4 Meg......ccoovvvvrvienenens *£114.95

SN PROTAR PROFILE SERIES II HARD DRIVES

Compatible with all ST/STF/STFM/STE/Mega ST/Mega STE/Falcon

Rrollab0BD G L st aibaaiouy £249:95°  Profile 1 70BDG: . .abtetccninianacviiin, £369.95
Rrofile 20D .. e st £319:95 " |Profile 240DCNa v caisnnnen 24 79.95
@ POA for Higher Range of Profile Series Il and SCSI Bare Drive

SCSI BARE QUANTUM HARD DRIVES

WITH CACHE

0] B N S e e £149.95 170Mb.. ...£269.95
120 (Maxtor) Mb... ..£199.95 240Mb .. ...£349.95

STEM, STE 'FALCON 030 COMPUTERS

We shall uy to beat any genuine NS S
advertised Falconypgrlces 20 -~
STE TOS-SWITCHER

with Hardware Switch '

Solderless DIY Kit

STE TOS SWITCHER...£39.95 STE TOS ROMS...£39.95
STE TOS SWITCHER + 2.06 ROMS...£69.95

SY4# STEM TOS-SWITCHER

with Hardware Switch

Solderless DIY Kit
£ 79 95

including 2.06 ROMS

MONITORS ACCESSORIES and EMULATORS

Professional Service with no surcharge

STE STFM Scan Lead .£14.95 10 Blank Sony DiScs ........o.o. £9.95 ‘
AMITAR £129,95 | fme s ton s
i U Wi
T ﬂﬂiyﬂmkuwse Portext Lead .£5.95 ‘Fjggset F.:z Sode
including VAT Squik MOUSE.....ccvnc £1495 " oPe
' ngh Resolution Monochrome Monitor  excluding delivery / Dust Cover ....... . p495 AT Speed8....
‘— Mouse Mat.......courersvissssssnias £4.95 AT Speed C16...

DISK DRIVES

POWER SUPPLIES

GUARANTEED SAME DAY DISPATCH (subject to availability)

i i 1 Meg 3.5" Internal Drive... Ty ...£44.95
STFM/STE Power Supplies {Slemce Exchange)....£29.95 High Density 3.5" Interai Ty i " eE4 05
NEW STFM/STE Power supplies ..........coov..........£49.95 High Density 3.5" Internal Drive + ‘Module... £79.95

PRINTERS — HP310/510/ 550 Colour — POA

@ All prices include VAT and NEXT DAY DELIVERY subject to availability
@ Fixed charge for repair does not include Disk Drive Replacement & Keyboard
® All prices subject to change without notice VISA |
® We reserve the right to refuse any ST Repair
® Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance

“‘n




.Y ot' In mLt our I.ltcst Produ(t b
|L[Ht the opposite effect - HiSoft prese:
brand- -new MultiPacks that will sorely teh
ata\ quietly at home w rith your. Atari mmput >

These bundles are only avaalahl;*txu.]uswgb frq;g__._ g \ Kr-SI)rrE’ad 2 Personal Finance

‘HiSoft, for a limjted time, and rrepruﬂao e

tremendous value for mpney. .« *% Fy &  powerful, flexible spreadsheet Marlager Plus :
w IR with a host of features :
: keep track of your credit cards,
gas/electricity bills, bank account etc.

£79.95

norm £169

Harlekin 2 K-Graph 3

complete set of essential utilities, easy-to-use, yet powerful charting
including mini word processor program for pie charts, line charts et

ColourMaster

great for learning the C language, super-fast and very configurable the fun, real-time vi the RGB splitter for VideoMaster for
includes full K&R tutorial programmers' editor for your ST/ST superb colour stills

9.95

norm £124 v norm £229

Devpac 2 r BASIC Replay Stereo Coi

standard 68000 development system interactive, standard BASIC 8-bit stereo sampling and compose & arrange any type of
with assembler/editor/debugger compiler with full ST libraries playback on all STs music with this complete MIDI system

Credit Card Orderline - phone 0525 718181

sflege
o Utilities
Diamond Back 2 All offers are subject to
Diamond Edge Te%s availability and expire on
_ e complete hard disk backup 31 May 1994.
advanced hard disk optimiser system with support for flopticals )
with medic facility e t

KnifeST DatalLite 2 '} : \“ 0. I (L

easy-to-use disk recovery fq 9 . 95 online compression system, saves 1 “I’h Guallty Soﬁwm

system for floppies and hard drives / up to 50% valuable disk space AT
y " noam E1EEE ; p The Old School Greenfield

Bedford MK455DE UK.
Tel +44 (0) 525718181

All products on this page should be available separately from local Atari deale
i sl s i el it e g Fax +44 (0) 525 713716

or directly from HiSoft. If you need any further information on any product (such as Access
its memory requirments) please call us or write to us before ordering. Ask for our A

new 32-page Atari catalogue.

© Copyright HiSoft 1994. E&OE.
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